ey

whirling down the lane
it e heary

i MRSET reclon. you've fived
ast guo in this particular fratei-

| cidal engagément.”

suddedh jolt threw an artillery
from, the limber before the wheel.” A

A SINGLE RIDER WAS SEEN GALLOPING
FURIOUSLY,

driver glanced back on the tense chaln §
and Desitated. “Go on,™ yelled the
prostrate man, and the wheél wen$
~over him. Another and another gun
goilowed oui of ibe dusi cloud, uniii
the whole battery had déployed on the
slope. Before the dust cloud had fairly
settled, the falling back of the panting
horses with thelr drivers gave a mo~
Juentary glimpse of the nearest gun
“alréady dn position snd of the four
ot Bgines beside it:- The yell that

> ¢ il this sudden ap-
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down the lape. A columnof
white, woolly smoke srose as another
flash broke beside it. This was guickl

followed by another and another, wﬁg
& response from the gun first fired, until

g:lﬁu of gnns seemed nearer still,
snd ‘suddenly there was a shower of

The last gun!. Courtlend remained
silent, looking abstractedly at the frag-
ment it had crushed and broken at
feet.

“And I shouldn’t wonder if youn got
your gold Jdeaf -for to-day's work.
But who's your éunny southern friend
here?” he added, following his com-
panion’s eyas. e

Courtland repeated bis story o' little
more seriously, which, however, failed
to impress the young pid's  levity.
*80 he concluded to stop over,” he in-
terrupted, cheerfully. “But,” looking
at the lettor and photograph, *1° say—
look here! . ‘Sally Dows? Why, there
was another man picked ap yesterday
with o letter from the same girll Doe
Mugphy bas it.  And, by Jovel the
same ploture, too, eh?  Look -here,
Courty! you might get Doe Murphy's
letter and hunt her up whes this cruel
war js over. Say you're ‘fulfillinge
sacred trust?  Bes?  Good idea, old
wanl N’i‘t-u." and he trotted quickly
after his superior.

Courtland remained with the letter
and photograph in his hand, gasing ab-
stractedly after him. The smoke had
rolled quite away from the fields on tne
ieite Dub stiti hung heavily down the
south on the heels of the fiying cavairy,
A long bugle call swelled wp musically
trom below. The freed sun eaught the
white flags of two field bospitels jn the
woods and glanced tranguilly on the
broad, ‘eypress-fringed, lazy-flowing
and ¢ruel but beautiful Southern dver,
which had all unseen crept so smitingly
that morning through the very heart of
the battle

express from

“Jeavés @nd twigs from the Jlower |

Pbranches of a chestnut trée near the |

broken hedge, As the smoke thinned
agdin & rising and falling medley of
flapping hats, tossing horses’ heads and
shining steel appeared for an instant,
advancing tumnltuously up the slope,

tion was as_ instantly

from ‘the ¥wo nearest

ipped young officer rode for-
imocked upward the gunner’s
ih “his sword. Tor in that

horss,
with the acquired tmpetus of the
hargs ‘nd't&ub&zuuthm gmpt
antmal.  The face was

ment  that
maried by the lan

s Rl
. %[ § ol &

that' he had pre
West Point with hi

woods; so slowly that the #
smolke from the still
the windows of the cars
the “clearings” became largesy’
saw the distant white wooden &
nades of some planter’s hou
still opulent and pretentions, &t
the fence of ita inclosure had"®
geps, and the gate wagged on its’
e

Pr, Drummond gniffed af this damn.
lnig record of nieglect and indiffevence.
“Hven if they had been ruined they
might still spend s few cehts for nalls
and £lats to enable them to fook decent
before folks, and ot parade thelr pov-
erty before their neighbors,” he sald.

“But that's just where you misunder
stand them, Drummond,” sald Oourt-
land, smiling. “"They haye no yeason
to keep up an attitude towasrds their
neighbors, who still know them #s
‘S8quire’ so and so,. ‘Colonel’ this snd
that, and the ‘judge’—owners of thélr

led estates. They are not |
poer, which is an ae--

the master. And not for his sake alone,
but for freedom’s sake and ours. To be

rrh laced our  Washington

“with'a steam power 7

we offer the Washington for ats
‘reduction for cash

. ~The- -press
double sheet is

Rerorter OFricm, Al

Whe ‘Old Reliable House'
wilove your' Father used'to
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