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interruptedly enjoyed for many years paft, by virtue of certain A&s of
Donation, whereby the faid Common is given to the faid Inhabitants
for the fole purpoic of a Patture for their Cows.

That the Petitioners, convinced of the great injury and general incon.
venicnce that will arife to the Inhabitants of 24ree Rivers, and parti.
cularly to the poorer clafs of them, fhould fuch application be favourably
reccived by this Houfe, confider it their duty refpectfully to re.
prefent to this Houfe the cvil confequences that will enfue, fhould the
prayer of the before-mentioned Petition be granted, and pray leave to
obfcrve that the Land in queftion from its proximity to the Town of
Three Rivers, and from the richnefs of the foil, is, on thofe accounts,
a more cligible fituation for a Common or Patfture, for the purpofe of
feeding the Cattle belonging to the Inhabitants of the Town, than any
other fpot or place ncar 7bree Rivers, and confequently great injury and
inconvenience muft arife to the Inhabitants fhould any change ol" ituation
take place, befides the injuftice of depriving them of their rights in
the fame.

The Petitioners pray leave further to obferve, that by the Plan pro-
pofed by the perfons prefenting the aforefaid Petition, they contem-
plate the extenfion of the Town upon the faid Common, which though
well calculated for Paflure Ground, yet is, from its low fwampy
fituation very unhealthy, and on no account to be made choice of for
building upon, particularly when fo great a quantity of fine dry Land in
clevated and healthy fitvations, calculated by nature for the extenfion of
the Town, ftill remains unconceded. That rhe Common is from its
expoied fituation {ubject to inundation every Spring, from the overflowing
of the River Saint Lawrence, the confequences of which were feverely
felt in the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, when five
feet of water and upwards entered the houfes, and the immenfe maffes
of ice which floated down, threatencd deftruction to every building in
that part of the Town adjoining the Common, fome of the houfes were
much damag.d and one catirely demolifhed, all which clearly proves
the impropricty of encouraging perfons to build thereon.

The Petitioncrs theretore for the above reafons humbly pray, that
t



