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A CHAMPION OF THE PEOPLE
"I pray the#, th. o ' .

• Write roe aa «>oe who love* hi» (ellow men."
Bryan is the one notable figure in political life to- 

who la not afraid to quote the a riptures to del. ore 
(ll ti poettions on a <tal and economic qu-st ore A 
Inend of Tolstoi and a follower of Ruakm be takes him 
«•Il and hie political work seriously, hop ng to become 
an instrument In the hand of Qod for the bring ng to 
PMS of that condition of national righteousness which 
esalteth a nation " ,

Though the name of God Is frequently on hie lips 
there Is no cant about him. He has taken to heart that 
significant question‘"If you lore not your brother whom 
you hare seen, how can you lore God whom you hare 
ester seen ? " He belleree In protecting the man first 
and the dollar afterwards He believes that the rights 
of mm are paramount 'end that property has no rights 
that conflict with human rights ; that property rights 
begin only when human rights ba*e tern ful'y satisfied 
Hie political Ideal Is that the lows shcu'd be of such a 
nature that there should be no legal right wh ch was not 
first a moral one. He sympathises with the needy rather 
than the greedy. Hence he demand* that no barrier shall 
be placed In the way of the Industrious poor combining 
for the r protection against the exploitatlrn of these 
who by mean* of their control of the natural resources 
and mean* of prote* tion are In a position to command 
their ser- ices without giving proper rompensatlc n there­
for. At the same time he would prevent the Idle rich 
from combining for the more complete a^y^rptiin of the 
fruits of the labor of others.

Here are a number of characteristic utterances taken 
from bis speech to the workingmen of Chicago on Labor 
Day — -

VIIM. were proper to apeak from a text, I would 
select a passage from Proverbs, for I know of no better 
one than that furnished by the words of Solomon whan/ 
he declared that ns a man "Ultnketh In his heart, so Is 
he " This Is Bible doctrine ; it Is common srnae, and it 
Is human experience. We think In our hrarts as well ns 
in our heads—out of the heart "are the Irenes of life."
It Is a poor head that cannot find a plausible reason for 
doing what the heart wants to do. I begin my speech 
with this proposition because I want to Impress It upon 
the minds of those who listen to me. and upon those 
who read what I say to you. The labor question is more 
a moea! than an intellectual one.

Tolstoi, the great Russian philosopher. In defining 
the doctrine of "bread labor,” gives as one of the rea­
sons in support of it, that personal contact with manual 
labor—not a recollection of former toil, but continued 
acquaintance with it—is necessary to keep one In sym­
pathy with those who work with their hands. He con­
tends—and is it not true ?—that lack of sympathy, one 
with another, is at the root df most of the problems of 
society and government.

The world Is growing toward brotherhood, and our 
nation is leading the way. There is more altruism in 
this country than anywhere else in the world, and more 
today than there ever has been before. There is more 
recognition of the kinship that exists between us. more 
thought about the questions which concern a common 
humanity than at any preceding time. The labor organ­
isation is a part of this great movement of the masses 
toward closer fellowship. It has worked wonders in the 
Past and its work is only commenced. I*

The labor organization helps those oute!de of it as well 
as its members because the increased wages and improved 
conditions are shared- by non-union men as well as by 
union men.

Do not understand me to say that a labor organ­

isation is perfect ; "the king can do no wrong" ran no 
mors be spoken of a group than of individuals The 
labor organisation Is composed of men ; its aflairw are 
controlled by human beings, and human telngs are not 
perfect All that man touches is stained with men's tm 
perfections, and his frailty can be traced through all his 
works But. fortunately for the laboring man. the judg­
ment pronounced against his mistakes most be tempered 
by the fact that those .With whom the laboring man 
comes into contact are also likely to err. When the 
employe deals with the employer, be Is dealing with one 
of like passions with himself. Karh is likely to be insistent 
upon what he believes to be right, and the opinion of 
each, as to what Is right, is likely to be colored by sol- 
fish interests and a fleeted by Incomplete Information as 
to the facts. If the employe baa sometimes r« sorted to 
violence to enforce bis wishes, the emp'oyer has some­
times employed his prsttton to secure an unfair chare of 
the Joint product. It is the province of the law to place 
limitations upon both, and the security of our govern­
ment Is found tn the fact that both employer and 
employe in their calmer moments, will join in the enact­
ment of law* which will restrain them in moments of 
temptation. Some assume that labor is lawless and that 
to settle the labor question permanently we need only 
enforce the law rigorously. I yield to none in Insistence 
upon obedience to the law. taw Is necessary in human 
society, and Its enforcement is essential to peace and 
order, but we must remedy abuses by law If we would 
Insure respect for. and obedience to, law.

The Important lesson to be learned by the cltlsen In 
a government like ours is that the ballot Is both shield 
and sword—It protects him from Injury and enforces his 
rights.

The first thing that Is needed for a letter under­
standing of labor questions is the recognition of the 
equal rights of all. and second, mote Intimate acquaint­
ance We have rights that may be called natural rights; 
they are Inherent ; we have them becaure we are human 
beings The government did not bestow them upon us 
—the government cannot tlghtfully withdraw them from 
us. We all come into the world without our volition ; 
the environment of youth largely determines the course 
of our lives, and this environment is not of our choos­
ing. We live under the same moral ohllgatim*. and are 
respons ble to the same Supreme Being. We have our 
needs that must be supplied ; we require food, clothing, 
shelter, companionship. We have our domestic ties, and 
the tendernrF'- * v wealth or
position in society. Man has used petty distinctions to 
separate society into different classes, but these distinc­
tions are insignificant when compared with the great 
similarities that unite us in a common destiny and impel 
us toward a common end.

On this day It is we'l to emphasize the tact that we 
are linked together by bonds which we could not break if 
we would and should not weaken if we could It ought 
to be easy to I earn this lesson in the United States, for 
here, more than anywhere else, people feel their inter­
dependence. We have no law of primogeniture to separate 
the oldest son from his brothers and sisters ; we have 
no law of entail to prevent the alienation of an estate. 
There is no aristocracy ^resting upon birth or kingly 
tavor ; and If the people perform their kingly duties, 
there will be no plutocracy ruling in the name of the dol­
lar. Here the road to advancement is a public highway, 
and it is within our power jp keep It open to all alike. 
Here, too, the government is within the control of the 
people, and no department of the service la out of the 
reach of the voter or beyond the influence of public 
opinion. Under our constitution, some branches of the


