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emg ¢ in their dmer moments, will join in the enact
ment W whith w restrain them 'n moments of
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The it portant P ’ be learned by the citizen in
a government like ours is that the ballot is both shield

nd sword--it protects him from injury and enforces his

rights
The first thing that is needed for a better under
standing of wbor questions is the recognition of the
rights of all, and second, more intimate acquaint

We have rights that may be called natural rights;

yherent we have them because we are human

eings e government did not bestow them upon us

the rovernment cannot thtfully withdraw them from
We 11 come int the world without our voliticn

the env nment of vouth largely determines the course
of onr lives, and this environment is not of our c¢hoos

ng. We live under the same moral obligations, and are
respons ble to the same Supreme Being. We have our
needs that must be supplied ; we require food, clothing,

gshelter, companionship. We have our domestic ties, and
the tenderncs v wealth or
position in society. Man Has used petty distinctions to
separate ciety into different classes, but these distine-

tions are insignificant when compared with the great
gimilarities that unite us in a common destiny and impel
us toward a common end

On this day it is we'l to emphasize the fact that we
are linked together by bonds which we could not break if
we would and should not weaken il we could. It ought
to be easy to learr this lesson in the United States, for
here, more than anywhere else, people feel their inter-
dependence. We have no law of primogeniture to separate
the oldest son from his brothers and sisters ; we have
no law of entail to prevent the alienation of an estate
There is no aristocracy resting upon birth or kingly
tavor ; and if the people perform their kingly duties,
there will be no plutocracy ruling in the name of the dol-
lar. Here the road to advancement is a public highway,
and it is within our power o keep it open to all alike.
Here, too, the government is within the control of the
people, and no department of the service is out of the
reach of the voter or beyond the influence of publie
opinion. Under our constitution, some branches of the




