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farmer may secure efficiency combined
with economy by exercising his own
ingenuity and mechanical ability.

In this short article I have dealt with
some of the essential factors that every
farmer must keep in mind in order to
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secure a satisfactory barn. -Other fact-
ors such as sanitation, ventilation,
interior arrangement, etc., have not been
dealt with. Lack of space has prevented
a full discussion of these subjects.
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Importance of Securing Vigorous
Potato Seed Stock

XPERIMENTS conducted at the
E Dominion Experimental Station,
Kentville, N.S., with eight lots of
Garnet Chili potatoes secured from
different growers in 1915 show a varia-
tion in yield of from 36 bushels to 240
bushels per acre, or a difference of 204
bushels per acre in yield when grown
under uniform conditions. Seed from
these eight lots planted in 1916 yielded
from 68 bushels to 212 bushels per acre,
a difference of 144 bushels per acre.
The respective positions of the different
lots were changed very little in the
second year, but the lowest yielding ones
increased somewhat and the highest
yield was not so great.

Seed from fifteen others of this variety
was planted in 1916 and the lowest yield
obtained was 158 bushels and the highest
278 bushels per acre, a difference in
favour of the best over the poorest of
120 bushels per acre.

Ten lots of pure stock of Green
Mountain from different growers ranged

from 18014 bushels per acre to 313
bushels per acre, a difference of 13215
bushels. Seventeen lots of Irish Cobbler
ranged from 93 bushels per acre as the
poorest to 235 bushels at the best, a
difference in favour of the best yielding
strain of 142 bushels. This would show
that there may be as great a difference
between potatoes of the same variety as
there is between potatoes of different
varieties, and that it is wise to secure
stock from farms which have had high
yielding crops. Because the Green
Mountain has failed in giving a crop on a
certain farm is not proof that this variety
will not yield well there; it may have
been due to low vitality in the seed stock.
Such reversion in yield may have been
due to disease, or adverse soil or climatic
conditions which affected the crop at
some time and it may be better to dis-
card the stock entirely than to try to
bring it up to its former vitality by
selection.




