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CHATS WITH YOUNG
MEN
GOING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

He little knew the sorrow that
in his vacant chair,

He never guessed they'd miss him,
or he'dy surely have been
there ;

He couldn’t see his mother or the
lump that filled her throat,

Or the tears that started falling as
she read his hasty note ;

And he couldn’t his father,

sitting sorrowful and dumb,

never would have

was

see
Or he

come.

He little knew the gladness
his presence would
made,

And the joy it would have given, or
he never would have stayed :

He didn’t know oow hungry had

the little mother grown

Once again to see her baby and to
claim him for her own,

He didn’t guess the meaning of his
visit Christmas Day

Or he never would have written that

uldn’t get away.

have

he ¢

He the fading of the
that once were pink,
And the silver in the tresse and
he didn’t stop to think
How the years are passing
and next Christmas
be
There would be no home to visit and
no mother dear to see ;
He didnt think about it—I'll
He

couldn’'t

cheel

swiftly,
it might

not
say he didn’t care,

was heedless and forgetful o
he’d surely have been there.

Are you going home for Christmas ?
Have you written you'll be there?
Going home to k the mother and
to show her that you care?
Going home to greet the fatherina
way to make him glad ?
If you're not I hope there’ll

[ you

never
me a time Il wish you
had.
Just si and write a letter—it
will make their heartstrings
With a tune of perfeet gladness—if
you'll tell them that you’ll
come,
The Tab'e
LESSON OF CHRISTMAS DAY

Christmas Day should
world of unselfishness. The ex-
ample before usis almost too per-
fect, for it rather frightens us to
attempt such Divine heights of self-
abnegation, but we can try. It will
at least take us out of the depths of
selfishness, where most of us now
are. Bach Christmas should teach
us something of the lesson of the
Holy Child’s life.

inspire a

If we could learn from Christmas |

the serious lessons of self-better-
ment and ennoblement it hs to offer,
how infini ely better it would be than

just to wok on it as a nvuday tor |

gifts and feasts, for extravagance
and foolishness !

So take an hour or two off on
Christmas Day and give it up™to
retrospective and self-inspection.
You will each find faults, if you
judge yourself impartially, for no
one is perfect.
determination
those faults :
improve is there any growth in char-
acter. If you are satisfied with
yourself you stay just as you are

your faults and virtues.

to try to overcome

with all
But if you try to remedy the faults
your growing character is constant-
ly broadening. This is the lesson
which Christmas Day should have
for every young man. May you
learn it, and may the Christ Child
lay His little hand in loving bene-
diction upon your head.—Catholic
Columbian.
CAROLS IN PROSE

‘* Joy is the atmosphere of heroic
virtue,”’ said one who had devoted a
lifetime to the noble vyocation of
spreading cheer about him. And
surely at no time of the year is the
spirit of joy more abounding than
during the festive season of Christ-
ma

There is a certain glow and
warmth in the streets, even on dull
days, a reflection from innumerable
shop windows which, at the near

take on a gala appearance. But
even more, there is an atmosphere
of cheer in the hearts of men which
gshines in their countenances
gives forth expression in a happier

mood than is usual in this workaday |
world which is at times somewhat |

drab and prosaic.

In the Divine Office for Christmas ]
the Church bids us be mindful how |

the goodness and kindness of God is
set forth in the Incarnation, His
greatest Gift to mankind of
Only-Begotten Son.

Christmas is essentially the chil- |

dren’s season, for it was as a Babe
that the Saviour chose to come into
the world. Everything to
center about the this
joyous period, —the whole world
gseems to have become one huge
shop of the things which
most strongly to their innocent
heart And at this season, too, the

seems
little ones at

the impossible
the counters

regard
which

on
cover of
aspect, please those to whom they
are intended to appeal.

There are some men,
who cannot seem to
Christmas
stern practicality which envelopes
them the rest of the year has be-
come a part of their nature, and it is
difficult to change a habit that clings
like an old garment.

however,
thaw out at

| ward, above

| which has become
| in the long chain of passing months.

written |

that he thought, he couldn’t | caves,

that |

| they

| and charity into t

| look into the past, and see that

Then make a serious |
for only in trying to|
| bright

| “No l'ng‘
| jovial

| and went

approach of the beautiful festival, | not

and |

His |

appeal

| Thou
elders look with a more indulgent |
trifles |
the |

shops, but which, by their fanciful ‘.'“"““ hast brought with Thee plenti-

| Our

The habitual armor of | With
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In the realm of fiction, there was

| once au ancient firm by the name of

Aftér the
Serooge never
sign-

Serooge and Marley.
death of Marley;
painted out his name on the
post. There it stood, years after-
the warehouse door.
In like manner, there arg men who
never paint over the old dress of
their spirit at Christmas, a
oiled and dusty

dress

They cannot cast out old wrongs,
nor open their hearts to admit the

| host of kind thoughts which knock

at the doors for admittance. They
permit themselyes to be weighed
down by the mordacity of a thousand
and miss the sweet
which this blessed season

80
spirit
brings.

Christmas is essentially a season
of peace. The angels who announced
the advent of the great Feast, sang
of peace, but Christmas, unfor-
tunately, is not a season of peace to
all men. To some it is a time only
for accumulating worldly gains ;
ok forward to it for this
reason, and strain every nerve to
prepare for an increase of material
)";H!bﬁ

(.)lll".\“lu."
giving. But
consist in
friends, who
of this w
doing something fo
the little Babe, poor.

‘“ Are there no workho
operation ?”’ asked Scrooge of the
man who came to for_ the
poor at t »ason of beneficence.

Could it be that spirit might
appear and conduct men at Christ

spat to another where

a time of
does not

s essentially
true giving
remembering
possibly

rld’s goods, so
tho

are

ar
mas from one
the cheer of the blesged
not fall, surely the
sights and experience
encounter musl

callous heart

season does
many strange

they would
the most
warmth
heedless

oper 1,

change
nd infuse
he most
of men. Their eyes
would be enabled to view the
melancholy room of their heart, as
old mi saw it, the panels
shrunk, the mouldy co s hang-
ing to the walls. And y would
surely ery out, with Serof >
* Spirit, remove me from this |
The Christmas spirit is a spirit of
gladness, a gladness that enkindles
in an upright soul the desire to
strive after the radiant ideal set
forth for our imitation in the Life
of the Holy Child. To cherish low
and mean views things is not
in harmony with this season of
generosity and cheer. To harbor
selfish and narrow desires and petty
thoughts, is not the proper spirit in
which to prepare for this beautiful

thev

long

the 300

of

| Feast.

And so, one should strive for con-

| tentment, ‘‘the determined cutting

off of useless and unreasonable
desires.” It may be that for some
men it is/ necessary to learn how
to do without things in order to be
more generous to others.

“1 will honor Christmas in my
heart, and try to keep it all the

| year,” said Scrooge, when the last

of the
parted
clouded

(1('*
un-
t(!
he

had
with
able

phanthom
from him,
vision, he

spirits
and
was

had miserably failed in all things.

And then, running to the window,
he opened it, and put out his head.
It was the first'time in long years
that he had permitted the glad

sunshine to flood the dull
or that he had breathed in
alacrity the keen crisp air.
no mist, clear bright,

golden sunlight, sweet
fresh air, merry bells. It was a
far different world from that in
which he had dwelt, shut up in the
dreary prison of gloomy thoughts
for many years.

He dressed himself all in his best
out into the streets. A
new expression of kindly humor
came on his face, that people
passing salated him, a thing which
had not happened in years.

Merry Christmas! It isthe most
gladsome salutation that rings in
the ears of men, gladdening them
after the discordant noises of the

]'l!(r]}].
with

S0

| past year.

There were men who laughed at
the conversion of Scrooge, just as
there are people who laugh at every
sincere conversion and.people who
doubt its honesty. But that does
matter. “For he was wise
enough to know that nothing ever
happened on this globe for good at
which some people did not laugh.”
His own heart was ringing with the
echoes of “Merry Christmas’ and
nothing else mattered.—The Pilot.

——

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

MIDNIGHT AT BETHLEHEM
last Thou little
Saviour !
And thine angels fill midnight with
song ;
Thou art come to us gentle Creator !

At art come,

| Whom Thy creatures have sighed

for so long.

Thou art come to Thy Beautiful
Mother ;

She has looked on Thy marvelous

face;

art come

Mary ;

And she was Thy channel of Grace.

to us, Maker of

ful pardon,
And our souls overflow with delight ;
hearts are half-broken, dear
Jesus !
the joy
night.

We have waited sogong for Thee,
Saviour !

Art Thou come-to us, dearest! at
last ?

of this wonderful

Oh, bless Thee,
Mother !
worth

past !

dear Joy of Thy

This all the

18

wearisome

Thou art come, Thou art
Child of Mary !
Yet we hardly believe Thou art
come | 4
seems such
Thee,
New Brother with us in our home.

Thou

come,

It a wonder to have

wilt stay Master
Maker !
wilt stay
more ;

with,

Thou with us now ever-

3rother !
On eternity’s jubilant shore.
FATHER FARER
CHRISTMAS CATECHISM

When was Christ born?

About 4,0 0 years after the
ereation of the world, in the second
year of the reign of the Emperor
Augustus.

Why do Priests say three
on Christmas day ?

To indicate the three-fold birth of
Christ according to the distinction
of His two natures, and also of the
graces which He confers on us,

Of which birth does tl

It

Masses

» first |
id u
reminds us of
His Heaver
His divine n¢
econd Mass
» temporal
Virgin Mary,
an nature
e third?
Of the spiritual birth of Christ
the he of by
sacraments and grace
Why does the Church have
idnight on Christmas day
First, to indicate that the eternal
birth of Christ is, for , hidden

because (

in
arts Christmas His

Mass

at 1
at

n
{

a
» third, to
ho lived under
were as yet

al darkness.
cond Ma | ated

morn at break

nature

1 the ng,

@
that
the law of

st to indicate

lived under

i t
M like
ds to whom the birth of

; announced, did not have

as clear a knowledge of God as we
heve ; second, because the shepherds
came about dawn to Bethlehem to
adore the new-born Christ.

Why is the third Mass celebrated
at broad daylight

To indicate, first,
of Christ has given us the broad
light of the knowledge of God,
second, that the spiritual birth of
Christ takes place under the influ-
ence of His enlightening grace.

Why does the Priest kneel at the
altar at the High Mass on Christmas
day, when the ‘* Et Incarnatus est "’
is sung ?

Because the article of the creed
(eredo) contained in the *“ Et Incar-
natus est ’’ refers to Christmas day
in particular.—Michigan Catholic.

TWO LITTLE GIRLS’
CHRISTMAS

It was Christmas morning. A
Christmas tree, still gay with tinsel,
colored tapers and garlands of pop-
corn, but shorn of its presents,
stood in the center of the room. A
little girl sat near by with her lips
extended in a disagreeable pout.
Numerous toys lay on a table, but

{ the girl paid no attention to any of
them. Her mother entered.

“ Why, Ethel,” she exclaimed,
‘“that isn’t a nice expression for a

wvlittle girl to have on Christmas
morning, especially a little girl who
has receiyed so many presents as
you have.”
‘** But,

)Ses,

that the birth

mamma,”’ Ethel said
crossly. ‘‘Idon’t like my presents
one bit. My doll is a brunette, and
[ wanted a blonde; and I don’t
my book.”

“ But you haven’t read your book
Ethel.”

“1 know it’s horrid anyway and I
wanted—"’

Just then the doorbell rang and a
newshoy threw in the
paper. He was about to
when the Christmas tree
A'.\f‘_

“Oh !’ he exclaimed, clasping his
hands together, ‘‘ how beautiful !
I wish Ruth could see that.”

“Is Ruth your sister?”
mother asked kindly.

“Yes'm,” the boy answered.

‘“Well tell her that we will be
pleased to have her come to see the
tree.”’

““She can’t, ma’am. She's an
invalid and has to lie all day in bed
but she’s always patient and
good.”

‘“ Was she pleased with her Christ-
mas presents?”’ Mrs. Gray asked
with. a glance at Ethel.

“She got only one, but she was
go pleased with that. It was
orange, a great big one. 1 bought
it for her, and she says it will make
her happy all day.”’

The disagreeable expression had
left Ethel’'s face. She eagerly
whispered something in her mother’s
ear.

“In the first
Twelfth street.
place at all.
go there.”’

“ Anyhow, I'm ‘going tonight,”
Ethel said, with a laugh. ‘I want
to see your sister and I am going to
play Santa Claus.”’

I'hat evening a little girl lay in a
l{l‘r‘:\!'_\'. ]Hll'\‘ room. H\'l' mulh\']'
gat near, a look of interest on her
tired pale face. The newsboy knelt
by the bed. The-girl’s face was
aglow with excitement. ‘ Oh,
Tom,” she exclaimed, ‘‘tell me

| again what the little girl said!”

“ She said she was coming to see

| you, Ruth, and she’s going to play

like

g0 away
caught his

Ethel’s

S0

tenement house on
It isn’t a nice
You wouldn’t want to

chiefs over her eyes,

and

| shouts of pleasure from Tom.
We will play with Thee, beautiful
| removed,

morning |

an |

Santa Claus. 1 don’t exactly know
what she meant by that, but some-
thing nice, I'm sure,”

A rumble of wheels was heard
outside, and a step sounded on the
porch, Tom ran to open the door
and Ethel and her mother entered,

Ethel passed over to where Ruth
was lying and, after a few words of
greeting, tied the softest handker-

“1'll soon take it off,
gaily.

Then there were excited whispers,
a hurrying back and forth, and

she said

Soon the handkerchief
and Ruth opened
eyes in—fairyland! There
Ethel’s tree, again loaded down
with presents, On one of the
branches hung the doll that Ethel
had despised, but that Ruth thought
a marvel of beauty ; and under the
tree were piled bundles containing
warm clothing and groceries

I haven't the ] to tell you
about the happy ening the little
girls spent together, but that night
just before Ruth dropped asleep,
she murmured : *‘ This has been the

was
her
stood

time

ev

loveliest day I ever | mamma. |
W now because 1 can’t run |
and play like ot}

mi

m U eare
many
happy
T. NICHOLAS AN
CHRISTMAS

rigin of the idea that gifts
sented at Christmas time by
las, or Santa Claus, pr
inated from the 1o
circumstances : St. Nicholas is
to have been bishop of Myra, and to
have died the vear 32 He was |
noted for children,
and he b n saint,
id the young ersally

wught to revere to |
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they
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Knecht (
uld put

conduct.

Formerly, and still in some parts
of Germany, the practice is made of
all the parents in a small village
sending the presents to some one
person, who in huge buskins, a
white robe, a mask and an enormous
flax wig, goes_ from | to house
on Christmas eve and, being received
with great pomp and' reverence by
the parents, for the children
and bestows the intended gifts
upon them, after first severely
questioning the father and mother
as to the character and conduct of
tiie child.

As this custom became less
frequent the custom of children
hanging up their stocking was sub-
stituted, and, as the purveyor no
longer visited the houses it was
necessary to explain by telling the
children that he came into the
house at night, coming down the
chimney and leaving their presents
and departing. The custom of
decking the houses and churches at
Christmas with evergreens
derived from ancient druidical
practices.

It was an old belief that
spirits flocked to the
and remain unnipped
until a milder season, and it was
probably on account of the good
omen attached to the evergreen
that Christmas trees came into use.
—Intermountain Catholic.
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PEACE ON EARTH

Prior to 1914 comparatively few
of us thought that War among the
great nations was more than a bare
possibility. It may be that diplo-
mats knew of its likelihood and
were planning accordingly, and once
the conflict started there were
plenty of wiseacres who had been
“expecting it all along;’ but the
average man in July, 1914, looked
for immediate world-wide hostili-
ties about as little as he did for the
end of the world. In the seven
years that have elasped we have
grown used to War and slaughter,
but we have not grwn to like
them. Peace on earth is still the
thing to be desired and that
towards which our thoughts are in-
creasingly being directed.

The Great War over. Each
nation engaged in the struggle has
signed sonfe sort of a peace treaty,
and actual hostilities ceased months
ago ; but is there peace? Did our
“War to end War’ accomplish its
purpose? Do we feel that peace
and security have been attained?
Thoughts like these arise at this
season when the Second Person of
the Ever Blessed Trinity took man’s
nature and came to earth in lowli-
ness, and when the angels heralded
His advent by singing of ** Peace on
earth.” But here we pause to
think : “Peace on earth’ proclaimed
on the Judean hillsides two thou-
sand years ago, and man still con-
tending with man in deadly strife!
['1s the angele’ message a true one?
The explanation is to be found in a
single Greek letter. Following the
reading of certain manuscripts, the
usual Protestant version of the
angelic song reads, ““Glory to God
in the Highest, and on earth peace,
good will towards men.” If that be
correct, then the message of the
angels was premature and two
thousand years have not seen a
fulfilment of it. There is neither
‘“‘peace on earth” nor ‘“‘good will
| towards men.”” But add one small
| letter in the Greek text—the true
|

is

that

reading which St. Jerome used and |
from which the Catholiec Church

translates—and we have it, ** Glory

to God in the Highest, and on earth

peace (o wen of good will,”’ What

a difference ! In the one instance it |
lays the burden of producing peace
upon Almighty God, and all the
alleged “failure of Christianity”
bound up with that interpretation.

But when we that the respon-

sibitity does not rest with God, but

with man, when we see that "'peace

on earth’’ ean come only to ““men of |
good will,” then we see the reason

for the War, the reason for the |
wranglings of politieians, the reason |
for the sordid expedients which are

being put forward in place of a

true basis of peace, the attempts on

man’s part to substitute his own

greed for the “‘good’” will of the

Gospel.

The Church has not
Christianity has not failed,
our Lord has not failed. It
who has failed. The angels
sing their Christmas
they did of old. It
the only method of
‘“ peace on earth.”
and it will be h

1d
anda

ee

failed,
Christ
man
still
welcome as
still contains
bringing about
This ez » had,
man truly
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when n

earnes I i

“EDUCATION”’ NOT
ENOUGH
-~

In an excellent
ed of the Spirit” in M

Gibbs’ recent volume, ‘‘More
Must Be Told,” he effer
unmasks once mors
fallacy the wi
merel; llectual,

all

chapter on ‘““The
Philip
['hat
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langerou
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mora
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tefed, groping
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believ:
man
of

m
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who
tion alone, X
greater h and a
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tne

ignis
bler code of moral law than
1

past has taught him,

erves

at is hard to believe,
f the past and
it claimed great
happiness, though they were
knowledge Nor ha e
worked out to virtue, as f
may grasp the
highest culture.
beyond doubt,
nation in
educated among
most virtuous.
wicked. In” Italy of the Renais-
sance there were fine scholars,
great humanists, lovers of beauty,
but they put no curb on passion,
nor did all their talent kill their
cruelty. The code of virtue is hard
to obey. It is the martyrdom of
passion. It is pain to the flesh, and
torture to the spirit, excgpt among
rare souls who find an easy way
through life. Noriwill any change
in the code of morality help human
nature to be free of this penalty of
pain. Easy divorce may break a
marriage which has failed, but will
not mend broken hearts. The
lack of law, the denial of spiritual
duties,
and feared by men ends in bestial-
ity and blood-lust.”’

Unless the hard law of
restraint binds the conscience
men by authoritative sanctions
which they know to be Divine,
unless the everlasting consequences
of sin are feared and virtue's
eternal rewards believed in, the
human race is doomed to perish
rapidly. 1t is because the Chureh,
guided by her long centuries of
experience, realizes thoroughly that
educating merely the mind and the
body of the child is likely to pro-
duce nothing better than a
rascal, that sh

sts that will and heart must be

ined as well. It is because
millions of Catholic parents in this
country are firmly convinced jthat
an educationwhichignores Almighty
God and His transcendent rights is
a grave menace to the family, the
Church and the State, that so many
fathers and mothers are cheerfully
making the heavy sacrifices de
manded for the maintenance of all
our Catholic academijes,

ent
of
rich in
lucation
we
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was,

stores
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best-¢
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not
most
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self-
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schools,

ducated 1

ordained by a God believed |

uncompromisingly |

colleges and universities.— America. |

A DANGEROUS
PROPAGANDA

A distressing feature of
news items is the prominence given

recent |

the activities of those infamous men |

and women who advocate

race |

restrietion, and now seek legislation |
to make legal their vicious propa- |

ganda.
on new energy from a conviction
that the disarmament conference
will give consideration to their
views as a possible protest against
war by the mothers of the country.

It becomes the duty of all decent-
minded people to protest most
emphatically these teachings that
profane marriage and constitute a

Their efforts seem to take |

|
|
|
|
|

propaganda fatal and vicious in the ‘

extreme. Unfortunately this par-
ticular evil, although the immediate

product of irre ligion and a maukish
sentimentalism, is the logical devel- |

opment of a much wider evil that
holds our people, namely, false and

unChristian views of the marriage |

contract. Protestantism  robbed
matrimony of its sacramental and
supernatural character, and left its
children with but purely utilitarian
concepts of an institution that is
the very foundation of individual
and national life. Outside the
Catholic Church marriage is pretty

|
|
1
|
\
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Nothing Else is Aspirin—say ‘‘Bayer”

W:; rning

Jayer’

Unless you see name All druggists sell Bayer Tablets
of Aspirin in handy tin boxes of
12 tablet nd in bottles of 24 and
100, n is the trade mark
Canada of Bayer
Manufacture of Monoaceticacidester
of Salieylicacid. While it is well
known that Aspirin means Bayer
manufacture, to assist the publie
against imitations, the Tablets of
Bayer Company will be stamped
with their general trade mark, the
““ Bayer Cross.”

- on tablets, you not

take

are

getting Aspirin at all. Why

Aspir
chances 7 registe ]:,1

Accept only anunbroken ““Bayer’
prekage which contains directions
worked out by physicians during 21
years and proved safe by millions
for Colds, Headache, Earache,
Toothache, Neuralgia, Rheumatism,
Neuritis, Lumbago, and Pain.
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Visiting : Madeira, Gibraltar, Algiers, Monaco, Genoa, Naples,
A lexandria, Cairo, Palestine, ROME, Florence, Nice,
Monte Carlo, Touwlouse, Lourdes, Bordeauw,
London. (Germany and Ireland optional),

SPECIAL FEATURES
Audience with the Holy Father. Easter Week in Rome

Personally Conducted Throughout by

MR. F. M. BECCARI
MR. J. D. TRACY, Asst.

Pars,

PARTY LIMITED BOOK NOW

BECCARI CATHOLIC TOURS, INC.
1010 TIMES BLDG. NEW YORK

The most comprehensive and Best Managed Tour Ever Offered

144 Bloor Street E.
TORONTO

( Under auspices “of Association )

Rosary Hall
Comfortable boarding-house with home comforts and refined
surroundings for earning their livelihood.
ious grounds, gymnasium, swimming tank, tennis court,

business girls
Snac
Spac

ete.
Church Street Cars Pass the Door




