
OUR OTTAWA LETTER.
(By Our Own Correspondent.)

THE SESSION. —Now that the 
Easter holidays are over the political 
pot has been set boiling in good ear
nest. While the snow is melting, the 
ice breaking up, and the spring mak- 
iz*j a tardy appearance on all sides, 
Ottawa seems to bo in a state ol 
transition, and it is quite evident 
that the gaiety of winter is past, 
whfte the glow of summer is yet in 
the future. It is, therefore a time 
when people can give their minds, 
having little else to do,, to what 
is taking place on Parliament IHU. 
This session is to be productive of 
two important measures, and no 
more. The first concerns thh amen
ded agreement between the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company and the 
Government, regarding the Grand 
Trunk Pacific contract; the other is 
the new militia bill, which affects 
more citizens of Canada than may, 
at the first, he imagined. As there 
is little or no news of importance in 
the social, educational and religious 
spheres, I will touch, this week, upon 
each of these important measures.

GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC. — The 
debate upon the resolution, moved by 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, for the altera
tion of portions of the contract en
tered into last session, was com
menced on Tuesday, by an hour’s 
speech from the Premier. He was fol
lowed by Mr. Borden, leader of the 
Opposition, in a speech of nearly four 
hours. The debate was then con
tinued, next day, by Hon. Mr. Siiton 
Minister of the Interior, and kept up 
by alternate Liberal and Conserva
tive members without ^ny interrup
tion down to the moment of writing.

It would be useless to attempt a 
summary of any of those speeches. 
Last year’s Hansard contains over a 
thousand pages of them, and all that 
could ever be said, for or against the 
scheme, has been said—in every xone, 
and ovary style. The result is that 
this year the debate has lost its no
velty, and the best speeches have 
fallen somewhat flat, having failed to 
awaken any real interest. The plain
est way I can do is to take the pro
posed alterations to the contract (of 
last session) between the Government 
and the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
Company, and to give them in the 
form in which they appear on the 
Sessional Paper No. 87a. Nothing 
more can now be added, for there is 
no telling when or how the debate 
may end, and there is little explana
tion needed to render more clear tha 
character of the alterations. It will 
be seen, on perusing them, that they 
do not affect thê fundamental princi
ples of the bill. They are as follows:

Time for the completion of the 
construction of the Western Division 
fixed as December 1, 1908, is con
sidered short. Failure to complete 
within the tijne should at least not 
create a forfeiture of the deposit.

Upon the issue of the guaranteed 
stock now forming the deposit al
ready made being approved by the 
shareholders of the Grand Trunk, le
gislation to be passed confirming its 
substitution and acceptance in lieu of 
what is called for by the agreement.

The company to be entitled td a re
lease of the deposit at least to the 
extent that it forms security for the 
construction of the Western division 
upon the expenditure in such con
struction of five million dollars rea
lized from the proceeds of bonds to 
be guaranteed by the Grand Trunk.

Upon the completion of the con
struction of the Eastern division, the 
company should have the option of 
operating under lease the portions 
constructed upon undertaking to pay 
working expenses and to hand to the 
Government a portion (to be fixed; 
of the net earnings.

Rental payable under the lease to 
be made by the company upon the 
completion of the Eastern Division to 
be made a charge only ‘upon net ear
nings for the whole term or at least 
for a longer period than the three 
years provided in the agreement (sec
tion 20.)

Inasmuch as bonds issued by the 
company and bearing 8 per cent in
terest and guaranteed by the govern
ment will not realize par, it should 
be provided either

(1) That the government guarantee 
the payment of principal Mid interest 
of an issue of bonds bearing 8 per 
cent, to be made by the company for 
a principal amount sufficient to rea
lize 75 per cent, of the cost of con
struction of the mountain section 
and prairie section respectively, or

(2) Instead of the government gua
ranteeing bonds of the company for 
the purpose of assisting in the con
struction of the Western division, 
they shall raise the aid proposed to

be given by an issue of government 
securities bearing interest at 8 per 
cent, and now quoted at or about 
par, and accept as security for the 
advance to aid in construction, bonds 
of the company, as described In pa
ragraph 35 (a) of the agreement
Such bonds to form a portion of one 
issue, 75 per cent of which the gov
ernment shall bo entitled to receive 
and hold, and the balance to be when 
guaranteed by the Grand Trunk Rail
way company used for the purpose 
of raising the additional 25 per 
cent required.

Interest should only be made a 
charge upon net earnings of the com
pany, with à proviso that to the 
extent that such interest is not paid 
in any year it shall be charged up 
against the company and carried over 
bearing interest, and payable out of 
the first surplus of earnings in any 
year thereafter over and above the 
amount required to pay the fixed 
charges accruing due in that year. 
Failing the company being able to 
pay the interest as herein contempla
ted, the whole amount unpaid to be 
added to the principal of the mort
gage, and be payable when the same 
becomes due.

The terms upon which the Grand 
Trunk is to acquire the common 
stock of the Grand Trunk Pacific and 
the liability to be incurred by such 
acquisition to be fully determined ami 
made the subject of an agreement.

da, of the age of twelve years and 
upwards, and under eighteen, not 
disqualified by bodUy or mental In
firmity, and being British subjects, 
shall be liable to drill and training 
as Cadets in the manner prescribed.

Cadets or Cadet corps shall not be 
liable to service in the militia. In any 
emergency, save only In the case of 
a Levee en Masse.

The next most important Item Is 
that section, telling ue who are 
bound to serve, when they may be 
called upon, how selected, and what 
the divisions of the Militia are. All 
this we get in the following clauses 

The male population liable to serve 
lia the militia shall be divided into 
^ four classes :
t The first class shall comprise all

THE MILITIA BILL. — It would 
be a little more difficult to analyze 
the new Militia Bill (No. 5), for 
it contains some 135 clauses. But 
the majority of these only affect 
military men, and with them the ge
neral reader, or civilian citizen, has 
little to do. However, there are 
serious provisions that come home to 
each one and to each family, and 
these will constitute the subject of a 
few brief paragraphs.

The first parts affect the organiza
tion of the Department of Militia, 
and worie and defences, including 
clauses prohibiting the sketching of 
military works, trespassing on milit
ary property, and such like. Then 
comes the important part of the Bill 
touching upon the constitution of 
the militia and the exemptions from 
service. As these most affect the 
readers I may be permitted to give 
more details regarding them, than in 
regard to other sections of the Bill. 
All male inhabitants of Canada, 
from 18 to 60, not exempt or dis
qualified, and being British subjects, 
are subject to service in the militia; 
and all, without exception, in case 
of Levee en Masse.

Those exempt from service are, af
ter members of the King’s Privy 
Council of Canada:

Judges of all Courts of Justice.
Members of the Senate and House 

of Commons.
Members of the Executive Councils

of Provinces.
Members of the Provincial Legisla

tures.
Deputy Ministers of the Federal 

and Provincial Governments.
Clergy and ministers of all religi

ous denominations.
Telegraph clerks*in actual employ

ment.
Officers and clerks regularly em

ployed in the collection of the re-

Wardens and keepers of all public 
prisons and lunatic asylums.

Professors in Colleges and univer
sities, and teachers in religious or
ders.

Persons disabled by bodily or men
tal infirmity.

The only son of a widow, being her 
only support.

Pilots and apprentice pilots dur
ing the season of navigation.

Persona who, from the doctrines of 
their religion, are averse to bearing 
arms or rendering personal military 
service,-—under such conditions as are 
prescribed.

Half-pay and retired officers of the 
regulalr forces shall not be required 
to serve in the forces on a lower 
grade than that of their rank in 
such forces.

No person shall be entitled to ex
emption unless he has, at least one 
month before he claims such exemp
tion, filed with the commanding offi
cer within the limite whereof he re
sides, his affidavit, made before Pome 
justice of the peace, of the facts on 
which he rests his claim.

When exemption is claimed on any 
ground, the burden of proof shall al
ways rest on the person claiming it.

Exemption shall not prevent any 
person from serving in the militia if 
he desires to serve and is not di*>- 
abled by bodily or mental infirmity.

called upon to serve.
The militia of Canada shall be di

vided into active and reserve militia:
The active militia shall consist of:
(a) Corps raised by voluntary en

listment.
(b) Corps raised by ballot.
The reserve militia shall be raised

and maintained under regulations 
prescribed by the Governor in Coun
cil.

The period of service in time of 
peace shall be as follows :

For the active militia, three years.
For the reserve militia, such period 

as is prescribed.
Every corps duly authorized previ

ously to, and existing on, the day 
on which this act comes into foire, 
including the officers commissioned 
thereto, shall, for the purposes of 
this act, be held to be existing, and 
shall be continued as such, subject to 
the provisions of this act.

There are only a few other pro
visions that need bo quoted. They 
concern the methods of enrôlement 
and are as follows l

ties and all tha internal military 
rules that are the business of 
pfficers and men, and that affect 
Department of Militia.

Hon, Edward Blake 
On Ireland,

those of the age of eighteen years 
who are unmarried or widowers; with- 
and upwards, but under thirty years, 
out children;

The second class shall comprise all 
those of the age of thirty years and 
upwards, but under forty-five years, 
who afe unmarried or widowers with
out children.

The third class shall comprise all 
those of the age of eighteen years and 
upwards, but under forty-five years, 
who are married ofr widowers with 
children.

The fourth class shall comprise all 
those of the age of forty-five years 
and upwards, but under sixty years

And the above shall be the order jn 
which the mala population shall be

Speaking at the banquet in the 
Hotel Cecil, London, Eng., the Hon. 
Edward Blake, M.P., in responding 
to the toast of the Irish Parliamen
tary Party, said :

The Governor in Council shall, 
from time to time, make all regular 
tions necessary for the enrolment of 
persons liable to military service^ and 
of persons liable to drill and train
ing as cadets, and for all procedure 
in connection therewith, as well as 
for determining, subject to the pro
visions of this act, the order in which 
the persons in the classes fixed by 
this Act shall serve; and such regu
lations shall have the same force and 
effect as if they formed part of this

When men are requited to organize 
or complete a corps at any time, ei
ther for training or for an emergen
cy, and enough men do not volunteer 
to complete the quota required, the 
men liable to serve shall be drafted 
by ballot.

The Governor in Council may, 
from time to time, make regulations 
for fixing the day on which the tak
ing of the enrolment shall be com
menced in each of the several milit
ary districts respectively, for notify
ing the men liable to be taken, or 
those balloted fo* sewvice in any 
quota, for finally deciding claims of 
applicants for exemption, and for the 
administration of oaths before a
commissioned officer of a corps, to
ascertain any facts in reference to 
such claims of exemption, for medical 
examinations, and for the discharge 
of such mèn as are unfit to serve, 
and relating to. every other matter 
and thing not inconsistent with this 
act, and necessary to be done, in tha 
enrolling, balloting, warning of and 
bringing Into service, of such num
ber of men as are required at any 
time; but any man balloted and noti
fied for service may, at any time, be 
exempt, until again required in his 
turn to serire, by furnishing an ac
ceptable substitute, on or before the 
day fixed for his appearance; hut 
if, during any period of service, any 
man who is serving in the active mi
litia as a substitute for another, be
comes liable to service in his own 
person, he shall be taken tor such 
service, and his place as substitute 
shall he supplied by the man In whoso | 
stead he was serving.

Every man of the active militia 
who, during any period of service, 
attains the age of thirty years or 
forty-five years, according to his class 
shall be required to complete the full 
period for which he volunteered or 
was balloted to serve.

Our duty is to present our case in 
an uncongenial atmosphere, and te- 
fore men who know not much of, and 
care very little for, our sufferings. 
You know that after one hundred 
years of Union there remain capital 
grievances with reference to educa
tion, grievances with reference to 
taxation, and even with reference to 
the question of the land, though 
measure which might have been whol
ly bénéficient has been largely marred 
and must be seriously amended be
fore It can be, as I trust it will soon 
be, a helpful measure for Ireland, and 
we have before us always the dread
ful culminating proof —the saddest 
proof of all—of this Government’s 
failure, the sad depletion of the po
pulation of Ireland. That popula
tion now is only half what it was 
fifty years ago. It has been bleeding 
year by year, the country losing its 
vigor and strength, until those who 
are sometimes despondent and some
times are dejected fear that before 
Ireland shall be made free she shall 
cease to be a nation.

I rejoice with our friends that we 
are at the dawning of a better day. 
The general election draws nigh. For 
us in Ireland it is not a very excit
ing operation. We Irish, with all 
our vivacity and heat and high spirit 
might be supposed to charge a bit; 
we have never changed for 20 years, 
or six general elections, while Eng
lish parties have risen and fallen, 
and while great majorities Wave be
come trivial minorities, Ireland has 
returned four-fifths of the members to 
sustain the National cause, and we 
know, and our enemies know, that if 
there is going to be a change at the 
next general election It will be a 
change a little for the better rather 
than for the worse. (Applause.) It 
is and will be the centre of interest, 
because it is here the good work for 
Ireland can be done by you and such 
as you throughout this island. We 
are agreed in our policy. We want 
to return, by your assistance, as 
many genuine Home Rulers to the 
British Parliament as we cam re
turn, and that done we want so to 
use such force as wa have as may 
produce a more reasonable tendency 
to equality in numbers in the two 
great parties who sometimes ignore 
us and to teach them that the Irish 
vote can count again as before, and 
can do good work for Ireland. (Ap
plause.)
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IrishST. PATRICK'S DAY.—Oi# 

exchangee bring the cheering 
that the national festival waa célébra 
ted with great enthusiasm and with
out any jarring incidents or unseem
ly display. “The spirit of tolerance 
and good humor prevailed," says 
the Irish Weekly of Belfast.

In no part was the anniversary 
more elaborately celebrated than in 
the town of Coalisland. From early 
mom special traitas began to arrive 
in town from various parts of Tyrone 
Armagh, and Derry, carrying with 
them large contingents with flags, 
drums and banners. At the various 
entrances to the town green arches, 
carefully erected, spanned the en
trance. At two o’clock one of the 
largest and most magnificent de
monstrations was addressed from An- 
nagher Hill, • overlooking the town. 
It was computed that upwards of lO- 
000 were present. The districts re
presented were—Ballyloughan, Stew- 
artstown, Killyman, Drummullan, 
Upper Back, Clady, Tullylyh, Augha- 
mullaû, Killeter, Ballintietry Bridge, 
Cooketown. Trillick, Old Cross, Ard- 
varnish, Black.watertown, Curran, 
Killycodpy, Mountjoy, Dungannon, 
Coalisland, Clonoe, Coolnaghery, Ma- 
ghery, Newtownbutler (Co. Ferman
agh), Derrylyn (do.), Kildress, Kille- 
ran, Moy, Collegeland, Loughgall, 
Annaghmore (County Armagh), Do- 
naghmoke, Tullyollen, Pomeroy, Rock, 
Slatequarry, Robert Cranson Branch 
I.N.F. (150) Coalisland.

Mr. John Dillon, county delegate, 
Coohstown, moved the following re
solutions :—

Easter Donations 
By Non-Catholics.

From the American daily press we 
learn the following particulars which 
illustrate how non-Catholice respond 
to appeals of their ministers :

In response to an appeal of the 
pastor. Rev. William O. Waters, $50,*- 
000 was pledged within a few 
minutes to the endowment fund of 
Grace Episcopal Church. Wabash 
Avenue and Fifteenth street, Chicago 
It Is hoped within the next year to 
Increase the fund to $100,000.

Ninety thousand dollars In money 
—cash and checks—was taken up In 
the collection plates as- tha Easter 
offering at Grace Church on the 
heights (Protestant Episcopal). This 
is the largest money offering ever 
collected at My one time in any 
Brooklyn church.

The money is to be used as an en
dowment fund. For some time the 
church has had $88,000 towards su£h 
a fund, and Dr. Wrigley six weeks 
ago asked the congregation for $80,- 
000, to be given as an Easter offer
ing, so that the endowment fund 
might reach $100,000. It was a 
great surprise to the pastor to find 
that hie fondest expectations had 
been exceeded by $80,000.

heights is one

The remaining one hundred clauses

Grace Church on 
of the best known and richest 
copal churches in Brooklyn.

1. That this grand demonstration, 
assembled under the auspices of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, tender 
our sincere thanks to His Eminence 
Cardinal Logue, Archbishop of Ar
magh and Primate of all Deland, for 
the friendly way in which he receiv
ed the deputation of the A.O.H. of 
Tyrone on the 9th September, and as 
our principles being faith and father- 
land, we assure him we will always 
live faithful children of the Church 
and pray that God may spare him 
long days to rule over his floeje.

2. That we send from this meeting 
our hearty congratulations to Most 
Rev. James M’Faul, Bishop of Tren
ton, and to Bro. James E. Dolan, 
N.P. of the A.O.H. of America, and 
to all the brethren of America, and 
to the Very Rev. Bishop Farley, who 
blessed the bonds of unity of our 
Order, and we assure them that the 
parent body at home will always 
support the glorious cause of faith 
and fatherland.

8. That we renew our confidence in 
the U.I.L. and the united Dish party 
under the able' leadership of Mr. 
John Redmond, and that we pledge 
ourselves to support their principles 
and policy in the future, as we have 
done in the past, and pledge ourselves 
to never give up the glorious strug
gle until we get back our native Par
liament, and until Deland's green flag 
floats once more on College Green in 
Dublin.

4. That we, the A.O.H., County Ty
rone, in connection with all other 
Nationalist bodies in Ireland, call 
upon the Government to grant a 
University for the education of our 
Catholic youth, as we believe it 
would be nothing but our legal right 
and that we will never rest contented 
while our country is In chains.

5. That the meeting hereby public
ly express our unabated confidence in 
our worthy representative (Mr. P. C. 
Doogan) and promise him our whole 
hearted support at any time he may 
require our services,

Mr. Jotin Trainor, county delegate, 
Armagh, seconded the resolutions.

Mr. P. C. Doogan, who was warm
ly received, said he congratulateu 
them on the glorious meeting which 
is a red letter day in the County of 
Tyrone, and the organization in De
land. He had heard with pleasure 
that the dark cloudy too long hang
ing over the heads of the Hibernians 
had floated by, and that in future 
they will be recognized by all* Na
tionalists and all the clergy alike as 
being a Sound, solid body of Nation 
alists worthy of the confidence of the 
people of Ireland. He knew that the 
A.O.H. have the support and ap
proval of the united Irish Party, and 
he had pleasure in informing them 
that before he left the House of 
Commons he had to report the cir- 
cumeUnCM of hie bring invited to 
adetrero thie meettiig, and Mr. Red- 

acceded to the proposi
tion and expressed hie appreciation 
of the A.O.H. and the great and no
ble services they had rendered to 

cause, not only at 
the_ great ' '

' îLüi1

and i supported the Nationalist 
mente.

This great meeting, which had 1**, 
called under the auspices of the » 
O.H.. has pledged its support to th. 
Nationalist cause. The united irUh 
Party are all to co-operate, as <iV 
as poeeibla, with tile A.O.H. The lui 
time he had the pleasure of addreat 
Ing their ordek In Pomeroy he poiau 
ed out how much it would tend t, 
the advancement of the Nations 
cause if all the National bodies wer. 
united. The United Irish League i, 
the official organization. It is t^e 
duty oi the A.O.H. as Nationalist/ 
whose glorious traditions go far back 
into the past, to assist in the strug. 
gle until Home Rule is won..

The chairman put the resolutions to 
the meeting, and they were unanim. 
ously adopted.

At the conclusion of the meeting 
the Interesting ceremony of laying 
the foundation stone of a hall was 
performed by Mr. p. c. Doogan, Jf. 
P., amidst applause. The site sc 
lectcd is Plater’s Hill, Gortgonis, 
overlooking the town.

NATIONAL CONVENTION. -Tha 
National convention to which refer
ence waa made in our last issue, will 
be held in the Round Room of the 
Mansion House, Dublin, on April 21, 
The scale of representation has been 
announced as follows :

1. Prelates and clergymen of all de- 
nominations.

2. All members of the Dish Par lia. 
mentary Party.

8. All members of the National Di
rectory of the Unfixed Dish League, 
and the Chairman, treasurer and eeo 
retary of each divisional executive ol 
the League.

4. Throe delegates from each branch 
of the United Irish League duly affi
liated with the National Directory.

5. Two delegates from each branch 
of the United Irish League of Great 
Britain.

6. Three delegatee from each 
branch of the Ancient Order of Hi
bernians.

7. Three delegates from each branch 
of the Irish National Foresters.

8. Three delegates from each affili
ated branch of the Land and Labor | 
Association.

9. Six delegatee from each County 
Council.

10. Eight delegates from each coun
ty borough.

11. Other towns electing Mayors, | 
six delegates each.

12. Two delegates from each rural | 
district council.

18. Two delegatee from each urban 
district council.

14. Town commissioners (other | 
than urban councils), two delegates

15. Boards of guardians, not iden
tical with rural district councils, two 
delegates each.

16. Three delegates from each trade | 
and labor council.

IN DUBLIN. -—St. Patrick’s Day I 
was strictly .observed as a national 1 
holiday in Dublin. All the large I 
business establishments were closed, | 
as were also the smaller ones, with I 
rare exceptions. The vast majority | 
of the licensed premises also kept | 
closed doors, the same rule being oh- j 
edrvad in the Four Courts, the vari
ous Government offices, the National I 
and municipal libraries, the City | 
Hall, and other pujblic offices, and ef
forts were also made to afford as far I 
as possible a holiday to the staffs of I 
such institutions as the Port and I 
Dock BoaM, the Richmond Asylum, [ 
and the North and South Dublin | 
Unions.

The Masses in the Catholic I 
Churches were attended by large con-1 
gregations, and at the early Masses I 
crowds devoutly received Holy Com-1 
munion. The national festival wul 
observed with special solemnity in tha | 
Pro-Cathedral.

EEMEMBEANGE.
(By Ceeila Murphy.)

, and

Each morn when the sun will peep 
Beyond the pale blue vault above. 
May thou then remembrance keep 
Yes, remembrance of me that love 
As ever my most treasured friend. 
And shall till my Journey's end.
When the fragrant flowers will bloom |
• ' lie on the path thoa'ttl

*
sweet perfume 

that : 
to rest, 

s thrill, 
thy i 
te still-

ON STRIKE. A la 
meeting of the painter, 
the evening of March 
strike was ordered, the 
ters having refused to 
crease demanded by th< 
150 men are for the pi
employment. They cl.
good financial backing 
ddent of winning. . As 
employas have contra 
which must be complet, 
future, it is thought tb 
wiIl not be of long dur 
shops on the co-operat: 
shout to bo opened by

euchre AND SOCI 
never before did Tara 1 
a larger or more select i 
a similar occasion tha 

gathered there on Mond 
attend the euchre and 
by the Ladies’ Auxiliar; 
Division, A.O.H. The 1 
tastefully decorated witl 
banting and presented c 
ing sight. Among the 
several of the Rev. Fat 
Patrick's Church, who > 
hours mingling with th 
ors, and their presence 
much appreciated by all 
ad. Upwards of 50 tal 
vided, and there was m 
many. Several non-pla 
-seats in the gallery whi 
was in progress. Play 
about 9 o'clock and wai 
til 11, the contest being 
each one at the comme# 
the game declared his 
tion if possible to carry 
the handsome prizes of 
the checkers were count! 

secured by each player, 
freshments were served, 
during the remainder of 
The lucky ones were : 
prize, Miss M. Hurley; 
Gurry; 3rd, Miss Doh 
gentlemen’s first prize v 
by Mr. Jos. Burns.

When the result was a 
•winners were applauded < 
ward to receive thefr pri 
then commenced and wa 
•with vigor till the wee 
morning, the music bei 
by Quebec's best orcl 
gether the event was a n 
ful and enjoyable one 
th|e greatest credit on t 
tha Auxiliary and th 
wltio had charge of the i 

wlf-.m worked like Troja 
ev->"thing possible to pi 
fertafti their guests. Pi 
evidence was the popular 
Miss Katie Murphy, who 
be in half a dozen places 
time. It was conceded < 
that the event was the ti 

"ful of the kind ever keld 
which is saying a great

TO ASK. HIGHER 
•carpenters and joiner, 
have decided to ask 
in their wages, and i 

labor. Several lai 
meetings of the Brotl 
penters and Joiners 1 
recently, when some 6 
ed the union. A del 
Brotherhood had an i; 
number of the empl< 
they consider satisfac 
the employers seemed 
Posed to the Union.
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