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SEPTEMBER 2, 1909

A Three-stranded Cord.
for good in the world of the British

The power
just what she is to-day in ideals,

Empire is not
statesmanship, scholarship, trade, com-

morals, s

merce, finance, naval or military prowess, but
)

the sum total of all that she is and has been.

Prestig:' influence, accumulate like interest on

capital invested.  Momentum sustains speed. The
arm acquires strength and the hand skill by usage.
Experience 1s the best of teachers, the phrase-
" We learn to do by doing ' is
Farming

mak('l‘ 1(‘“5 us.
the maxim of the modern schoolmaster.
is a product of the teaching of the years. Lridoe

cess, reverse, change—all shed some light on the

farm work of 1909.
applied under the conditions of to-day. In 1866

Yesterday's knowledge is

—some 43 years ago—""The IFarmer’s Advocate and
Home Magazine” set out to record, honestly, the
teaching of experience on the farm with a simple
motto, Persevere and Succeed.”’ The skill of
the breeder, the feeder, the soil tiller, the dairy-
man, the orchardist, the gardener, the beekeeper,
the home 1naker, the student, the investigator—
all have gone into the make-up of its pages.
Everywhere and always it has sought to ally it-
gelf with the best, without fear or favor I[denti-
fying itself with the toil and advancement of the
farm, it has become in a unique sense g part and
parcel of Canadian agriculture and farm life. It
has observed the wilderness hecome a garden and
a world granary It is diflicult to put any ade-
quate estimate upon the cumulative value of over
alliance  with the
earnest intelligence of the farms of a country like

40 years’ acquaintance and

Canada But e¢nough to say that the readers
and the advertisers of the present week benefit by
the gathering interest and influence of all the re-
interpreted capital knowledge of the past Seek-
ing to live to its name and motto, and standing
for quality, the paper did not misjudge its con-
stituency. and has been heartened by a steady and
ever-widening circle of prospering readers.  IFrom
monthly to semi-monthly, and from semi-monthly
to weekly, ““The IFarmer’'s Advocate’ has been a
growth of years from strength to strength. In
some measure it has been its privilege to share in
the enhancement of the discriminating, purchasing
power of the farms and farm homes of the great
Dominion, a fact which the advertiser who aims
to cater to the best is not slow to discern And
thus reader, advertiser and those who build the
paper are mutually advantaced in a trinity of 43
vears” accumulating influence and trust. These be
the days of co operation, but there is no “o-opera
tion like the co operation of intelligence

A Glimpse of Country Life in
Britain.

Riding north from Liverpool in June over the
Midland Railwayv, with the panorama of hill and
valley, river and forest unfolding mile by mile
and ever changing as woe sped along, a feeling of
ntense suti~faction, almost of ruli;'l', came over
me at the view of it, for there is a restfulness in
the fields of | neland, alimost indeseribable, and
vet felt and appreciated, perhaps even by those

not born to a love of the country. A thought
‘;E)l}'l)" work of the Country-life f'mnn}iﬂ.\im) sprang

Vomind, not so much in reference to the
breservation of our natural resources, but rather

as touching the amelioration of rural conditions,

for the reason that British agriculture challenges
st : ; :
udy and vields food for thought to all those in

tereste i [ ‘
,.F(Sf((l I the cconomics of farm life in either a
Physical or  oihical

. ) sense And the superficial
view is horne out by more intimate knowledge
]]”“'- We may hesitate somewhat at the system of
)::ln'i“:l“"’.‘\‘:l)" and onr Canadian inﬂv]njuhﬂlrv mas

24 Vhat startled at the distinetion of class
"’]i”lmwln|- as 1t exists hetween master and man

and bhetw ey

: lan-lord and tenant, but there is a
L'”““)” i the countiy here that we have vet to
”::;:}““Ik":‘ Canida And it is comfort not ()I:

Or aunorance,. but of a large degree of
I‘r‘)vﬁ‘[n'lll' and ol social and physical well-being
\\ht'lrf‘x“,,I|i](!,)'| i~ tilled and Tarmed as perhaps no
e RO world, the resources (8} the
‘?‘I.:,)l'i“'\if\”']"“‘ Danded and stimulated inoa mas-
!”“r.lil"n(]‘“vy,y 1 tloeks and herds know of no h-.-llmj

o manv country, and the business
T)[".r“t'“'" e conducted in as shrewd a fashion
il,:nt.‘,r IW'N ; tning  almost a *ﬂ‘?(‘ll("' This
count ‘li .l particularly true in the north
SUCh 1y« e aure, - indeed, nvglw(u(l f;u‘nm,‘hm
capahble ““ G ‘\H‘vl‘ out of the hands of in-
and \)I]»‘\\“ - for rents must be made up
bofore 1h, navement  speedily  loses ulun.n(l
the hpet 1 Hious competition that exists for

nch men. of necessity, nust

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

either give over farming for themselves or move
into more backward districts or on Lo poorer land.
Ioven here competition does not cease, and far up
the hillsides, hedges or stone dykes enclose the
last foot of soil that will yield at best a grudging
return, and under such conditions many a good
living is made, even though it be a hard one. The
thrift of an upland farm is proverbial.

The landlords are, I think, on the whole, just,
and in many cases very considerate, but a shiftless
tenant in the end finds his lot a hard one. He
does not retain long the respect even of his neigh-
bors, and he soon passes out of the system, and,
as 1 said, must needs find his level elsewhere.
Rents, while varying, of course, with the quality
of the land, are moderately uniform throughout a
countryside, and as holdings, to some extent, at
least, are always in the market at the termination

of a lease, they are never uniformly low. The
lease is frequently for five years, and a pound an
acre is, perhaps, an average rent. On the best

land, however, it will run up to thirty and forty

A Home in the Border Country, near Gretna
Green.

shillings an acre, while in poorer districts it may

run down to ten. The cost of rent, labor, ma-
nures and feed on the larger and better holdings
sometimes amounts to a very large sum. Much

more I should say is expended on an acre of land
cach vear as invested capital than in Canada, and
the returns are consequently and proportionately
greater The demand then on the farmer con-
tinues from year to year, and the intelligence and
insight required and exhibited has left its mark
indelibly stamped both upon the people and the
land

[“'urther, they have learned how to work. As
boyvs they grow up with a knowledge of the stock-
men's art. I remember two lads in Ayrshire, and
neither of them could have been more than twelve
vears old, and yet they led their charges out of
their boxes with all the pride and skill and care
that would have done credit to veterans of sixty

years., A beast in the show-ring is not to be
despised because a youngster of eight vears has
hold of the halter. At one of the dairy farms

an old lady of seventy, the wife of the master
himself, goes out morning and evening to the byre
and milks her cows with the rest, and only re-
grets the day when age makes her less able to

follow her usual custon. And work has not
hardened her spirit, for her hushand courts her
now even as in their youth Of her daughter,
too. I should speak IF'ew men know better how
to work IHer hands and arms are as hard and
strong as her father’s [for milking she clothed

herself as any Avrshire maid, in clogs, short
<kirts, apron and homely dress, and the hired
men could not keep pace with her down the long
line of cows When it was over, as we all pre

1391

pared for a drive (o the hills, she appeared in a
few short minutes in comely maiden’s garb and
with the charm of health and pride of accomplish-
ment upon her as might awaken the envy of many
of her more gently-bred sisters. But her father
had a character of his own. Ile started in his
youth as a hired plowman, without capital, and
now through industry, able management and hard
work, he has gathered many farms into his own
and his children’s hands.

Let me give one further instance. It was in
the south where 1 saw a young lad of not more
than twenty or twenty-one in charge ol all the
men on his father’s farm, which consisted of some-
thing like 2,200 acres. He was altogether un-
assuming, and his way was very quiet, but after
counsel with his father in the morning he fixed
his plan of work for the day, and it became his
husiness to carry it through. The men liked him,
and T was impressed with his successful control
of all the farm operations. More I might say of
the masters themselves, but not now. What they
have done and what they are remains as a tribute
to the country that bred and reared them.

Besides the labor that bespeaks accomplish-
ment, perhaps every stranger and visitor remarks
that the country people of DBritain find time for
leisure and recreation. Perhaps it is that the
growing season is longer, and the work, therefore,
not so crowded; it may be that there are more
hands to do the same work; but whatever the
reason, the consciences of people do not seem to
be always so troubled as they are in America;
there is more of a finished appearance about the
fields, lanes, fences and buildings, and time is
forthcoming now and again for a holiday. I
don’t know how they do it, but while the hurry
of getting through is less often upon them, the
work of the fields usually appears to be well for-
ward, the odds and ends well in hand, and they
find spare time very occasionally for recreation
and pleasure, and through this there has hecome
interwoven a wholesome content into the life of
the country that is as tonic in its effect as the
air of the seaside. The workmen have fixed hours
as a rule, and the long evenings give them oppor-
tunity to become their own masters for a time of
the day at least. The farmers regularly attend
market once a week, and as thoroughly enjoy their
half-holiday as their sons do their occasional even-
ing or afternoon games oi cricket or football. The
farmers’ wives take much satisfaction out of their
flower gardens, and their daughters out of their
cyveling  parties and tennis. An English lawn,
with its flowers and its grass, is always a delight
to the cyve. Then, again, the tenant has usually
the right of ground game, and 1 remember a
morning in Gloucestershire when we were up be-
fore five o’clock and went out rabbiting, and had
as much keen enjovment for an hour or two as
could well be wished. In all such ways is made
possible the gathering together of the people of
the country districts and their association in com-
mon interests, and thus there grows up the society
of country life.

I'or the most part the workmen are comfort-
able.  They have their homes either near to each
other on the farms or else in villages close by.
The cottages are built by the landlord of the
cstate, and the farm hands occupy them as part
of the compensation for their labor. The tenant
of the farm, in having the comfort of his hired
help thus provided for, finds it no hardship to
make return in his rent against the cost and up-
keep of these cottages.  The houses are small but
substantial, and as the working class are content
with rather few luxuries and live simply, there is
much happiness amongst them.

They work cheaolv—two shillings, two shillings
and sixpence and three shillings a day are aver-
age wages Sometimes work is allotted by the
picce, and then fro o three to four shillings may

Ruins of an Old Castle in a Nobleman’s Lawn, County of Wigton, Scotland.
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