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a question that seems to be unavoid-

ably associated  with party  controversies—

there can be no 1wo opinions as to the desir-

ability of o larger Canadian meveantile mar-

mes o And o vet there is no question which has

heen Tound to present more difficulties when-

ever it has bheen approached in a practical

war. o the paliny days ol wooden ships, the
scagoing vessels was @ most

the

dC-

construction of

profitable industry in Quebee, and  in

Mueh of the

cimulated jo the Eastern part of the Dominion

Marvitime Provinees, wealth
in the nincteenth eentury came from the busi-
ness of building and managing the ships, the

In

Nova Scotia it was a proud boast that mn pro-

sails of which then whitened every sea.

portion to population the people of the Prov-
ince owned more tonnage than any others in
the world.
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ships; iron ships were suceeeded by steel
ships: stecl sailing ships were displaced by
steel steamships. To-day large sailing ships of
any kind are few and far between, and the few
that are afloat are nearly all of steel.  Some
few lines of trade continue to afford employ-
ment for wooden vessels of small size, and our
Jarge fishing fleet is built of wood. The con-
struction of these still gives employment to a
few small shipyards, chielly in Nova Scotia.
Apart from these the wooden shipbuilding in-
dustry is a thing of the past. The great bulk
ol the carrving trade is now carried on by steel
this Great

Britain has sirpassed all other nations.

steamships. In line of business
(er-
nmany, betore ihe twar, had made considerable
progress in establishing a mercantile marine,
and had a fine fleet. a considerable part of
which has been captured by the British Navy.
and the remainder is rusting out in German or
neatral ports.  France . under hey hounty svs-
fem. made some progress, but did not become
4 serious competitor of other nations. Norway
rival in
British

Britain’s keenest the carrying
hut

itself, for many of the ships which bore the

was

trade, even here energy asserted

Norweeian lag were of British build.  Japan
has lately come to the front, both in the build-
ine and sailing of vessels, and evidently means
fo make a vigorous fight for her share of the
The for

mainy years been struggling with the problem

world's commeree. Americans have
of ereating a merchant marine, and they have
i but
which has casily held the first

on thenr hands now. Gireat Britain,

place i the
<hipbuilding and carvying trade. bids fair to

)

continue to do so. <
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In Canada we have built some very eredit-
able specimens ol steel steamships, chiefly on
the Liakes.

Great One steel sailing vessel of

Vears ago

v of i
Efforts

1o establish more extensive shipyards have re-

e 1‘|;|i>llmi, however, that this branc

try s cither extensive or flourishing.

peatedly been made, with very limited sue-

Most of these efforts have been heard of
the Atlantie
‘e Pacific Coast is taking up the subjeet with

0SS,

on the Lakes or (Moast.  To-day

keen interest,

A few davs ago a meeting was held at Van-
couver. under the auspices of the Manufae-
for the consideration of

turers Association,

the subject.  The need of teavsportation fa-
cilities for the lumber industey of British Col-
wmbia was, appavently, the moving influence
of the ocecasion, though some of the speakers
referred to other lines of industry as having
the
who had been impressed by the idea that Can-

same need. It there were those present
ada would prosper abundantly upon her home
markets, they received an awakening in the
speeeh of Mr. John Hanbury, of the Hanbury
Lumber Company, who had just returned from
Canada. and had discussed the sub-
1,77 said

Fastern
jeet during his visit to Oftawa.
Mr. Hanbury,
fo make any headway, it must be by the water,

“British Columbia ever expeets

not by rail, and our markets must be across the
water. 1t costs ten dollars a thousand to ship

Jumber to any  one of  the prairie mavkets,
across the Rockies, and the demand is limited.
I'or instance, il we were to start owr mills here
working to capacity we could have the praivie

markets blocked in a few weeks. ™

The suggestion was offered at the meeting
by Mr..J. A. Cunningham, President of the As-
sociation, that a shipping compauy be formed,
with a small share eapital and a large issue
of bonds to be guaranteed by Government—
whether Dominion or Local was not speeified—

“the same as railroad bonds are guaranteed.

January 18, 1916.

only in this case the security would be better,”’
so the speaker said. Tt was while this move-

‘ment was engaging public attention on the

coast Yhat a change occurred in the British
(‘olumbia Government, Sir Richard MecBride
retiring, and the Government being recon-
structed under the Premiership of Mr. Bowser.
The new Premier has issued an address to
the electors in which aid to shipbuilding is
among the many good things he has to promise,
This part of his address is as follows:
“*Ocecan transportation must be provid-
ed for the tide-water capacity of our mills,
now about 700,000,000 feet per annum, S0
that we may sccure and enjoy our proper
As the matter
stands to-day, we have surpassing wealth

share of the world’s trade.

of timber, an immense investment in manu-
facturing plants and every facility, save
one, for large development.  We have no
shipping and are therefore powerless to
reach the overseas markets. We must have
vessels operated divectly in the interests
our own industries, and also to carry
Only thus can the
own timber wealth
aud so dissipate the depression that has
hung over the industry so long. Recog-
nizing the vital iinportance of this matter
and the paramount need of a strong com-

of
our natural produets.
its

PProvince market

mereial policy to end the shipping erisis,
the Government will submit decisive legis-
lation at the forthcoming session of the
The development of our
waterborne Jumber trade will benefit our

Legislature.
coast manufacturers and should, at the
same {ime, give the mountain mill men
lareer trade opportunities in the Prairie
Provinees, their natural markets.”

the
Pacific Coast will be watched with mueh'i

'v;lﬁ!“u!u;].\ the pa

The development of this movement on

ColtiMia Governmeut 1s to take
filhment My,

shipping business stands in a differ

of Bowser's assur

from that of most other lines, because
cessarily international in its character, carrying
on its operations on the high seas, conveying
cargo to or from the ports of the wide world,
and therefore not capable of being controlled
hy the protective tariffs to which some other
look Bounties from Gov-
ernment have in most instanees been the desire

mdustries for aid.
of those who have hitherto invited attention to
the subject. Ividently some form of public
aid is coniemplated by those who now have
the movement in charge on the Pacific Coast.
for a Canadian merchant mar-
ine will be found so general that every project
designed to ‘accomplish the purpose will be

The desirve

received with mueh interest. But every such
project, especially if it is to be based on Gov-
ernment aid, will need the most carefui;and
eritical study. If ships were available ‘now

they could carn handsome returns on their

cost. Anything that will float and carry cargo
can at present find profitable employment. But
a shipbuilding poliey ean hardly be properly
based on conditions which are admittedly ex-
ceptional, and which may materially change
hetore the first new ship Jaid down in Brit-
ish Columbia can be completed. The Canadian
built ship, outside of our coasting trade, must
meet the competition of the world’s ships, and
it

built in Great Britain.

even in the coasting trade must meet the’
competition of ships
ITow such competition ean be made suceessful
is a big problem. and unless it can be satis-
factorily solved a large shipbuilding indus-
{ry in Canada cannot bhe permanently suceess-
fal. -
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