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Our illustration showing tin* t«*rril*lo cat
aclysm of August la-t on tin* Mini of Java, 
i- rrom a photograph taken on the scene of 
thudisaster. In tin* middle of tin* narrowest 
|>art of the Strait of Kiindn, <>p|• site the 
niaritiine town of Anjer, lie- the island of 
Krnkatua, from which ri-es the volcano 
which wrought such havoc in that region 
of the hutch ha-t It,dies. As early a- the 
month of May it showed signs of agitation. 
On the 11tli of Au
gust began the awful 
phenomena of the 
great erruptiov. A 
thick column of 
smoke rose from the 
crater, and, contin
ually w i .1 e II i II g, 
formed a vast crown 
above the summit.
Then began a rain 
of cinder-, foll .w.d 
by pumic. --tone and 
mud. Winn night

ojmijiu* night of

the hliiul fi-ices of

.Vit ' ."lï-i.uv 'tin-

primeval chaos.
The roaring sVa re- 
e ed i* .1, a tl <1 t h en 
dashed back upon 
the land in cub-s-al (
"wave* which scat
tered ruin in their 
hroad track. When 
the feeble light 
of morning btuke 
at last, it discovered 
a scene of flight fill 
desolation. Whole 
towns but yesterday 
full of life and stir, 
had disappeared,and 
the coast lines them
selves were effaced.
The sea had so fai

llie land that .oily 
thesuniinit- • f what 
had been high hills 
emerged from tin- 
waves, while new 
islets appeared in 
what had formerly 
been open water-

land had the gigantic 
billows rolled, that 
vessels, boilers, etc., 
were found two or 
three miles back in 
the interior. Where 
the water’s an-a of 
destruction ended, 
that of the volcanic 
tire began. All the 
Island of Java wus 
covered with cin
ders ; agriculture 
was annihilated, and 
streams were dried 
up. The unfortun
ate inhabitants per
ished by hundreds 
from hunger and 
thirs*. The full ex
tent of the calamity, 
nml of the loss of 
human life, is even 
yet unknown. The 
terri lie eruption of 
K rakatoa will, how
ever, he classed with 
those of ancient his. 
t iry, beside which 
the inhumation of 
Herculaneum and 
I’otnpeii was a min
or catastrophe.

The following dated Sept. Nth, is from 
an eye-witness in the re-id.-id v ,,f Banians, 
the western portion of the Maud which 
suffered more than the rest “ Our ii-uallv 
<juiet residency was thrown into a state of 
tear and consternation, on Sunday, I*. M , 
by hearing loud and continued thundering 
reports, to he likened to the discharge ot 
heavy ordnance. The sounds were heard 
as from afar at lir-t, lmt gradually increas
ing in strength and nearness, at last hurst 
forth with a reverberation that shook tin- 
very ground under our feet. It oeminett-

.■i-d at about four o’clock. All was at once 
in an uproar. The poor superstitious n - 
lives, thinking that the etui of the world 
had c .me, huddled together like sleep, and 
lent a further weirdness to the scene by in- 
c.-s-ant wailing and praying. Night set in, 
tin- thundering still continuing, and show
ing no signs of abating—if anything gaining 
in strength. To sleep was impossible. 
Every two or three minutes, boom, track 
boom, boom, crack, broke out upon the 
still night air. The atmosphere was stifling,

h nr, two hours, passed, and the light did 
m-t increa e. At 7.3it it waned, and at 8.30 
it b came too dark to read without the aid 
of a lamp. It grew darker nr.d darker, till 
it U-can.e h'nck ns night. At 10 o’clock it 
\\a- pitch dark, nothing being distinguish 
a' !«-. A h. avy wind then blew, and the 
shower cf ashes and sand mixed with rain 
fell. Oh, the horrors of those few hours !

The darkness continued till 1.30, and tln-n 
it began to clear, but the sky was of a dull 
yellow color, and objects cast a shadow as

I Ht: I AKinyVAKK >X PUS I -L \ NI> OF JAVA—SRUi'floN OK KltAKATOA, AüiiUST 11 Til.

almost unbearable, being loaded with sub 
h-irons I nines. Heavy clouds hunv 

ike a pall, obscuring the sight of th. 
heavens, and a death like stillness reigned, 
broken alone bv the tlmndeiing report

though reflected by the moon. The fumes 
th'nwii off by the a-hes and sand were un
bearable. Though doors ami windows were 
tightly closed, still the. ashes found entrance 
to tin- n'efior of our house, tilling eyes.

Afar off in the di-tance could he seen a tlnme. nose, month, and ears and rendering food 
lull in color, an-l fan* Imped. This came uneatable. The thundering, accompanied 
from ilie crater of the volcano Krakatoa. by fearful flashes of lightning, again made 

The weary night wore on, and at length itself heard. At four o'clock the heavens 
a gray line was seen on the horizon. Day presented a phenomenal appearance, <me- 
broke, lmt the sun was invisible. The half clear and in a normal condition, the 
thundering had ceased, but all around, it1 -ther half black as night the division being 
had a bizarre, uncanny appearance. An I sharply defined. Towards evening the

thunder and lightning had ceased, and 
hopes were entertained that the wur-t was 
over. The worst ! Ah, no ! The worst had 
to be U-ained ! Monday night passed quietly, 
only now ami then a rumbling making 
itself heard, showing that the Kv&Ttatva had 
not yet slumbered. Tuesday morning 
broke, and what a sight met our eyes ! Trees 
ami shrubs bowed down to the ground by 
the weight of mud and ashes upon them, 
the ground being covered by an impalpable 
gtay powder, in some nlaces three inches 

uevp, while in ne 
place was it less 
than ot-.e inch.

No idea can be 
formed of the de
vastation caused by 
such an occurrence ; 
the loss is simply ’ 
e n o r m o u s. T h e 
very lives of our 
rattle are at stake, 
for the grass and 
meadow lands cov
ered by thu ashes 
have become unfit 
to allow the poor 
creatures to graze. 
What can we give 
111 m to eat ? tiras* 
is not to lie had at 
any price. Thou
sands of poor birds 
are found, having 
died cf star/ation. 
The timid and shy 
birds t hat are never 
seen anywhere near 
the house of mae 
are now to he found 
close by, and em
boldened by hun
ger, My inside the 
houses looking for 
food. Grains, sweet 
p>'aloes, pepper, 
et-., standing in the 
held*, are com
pletely destroyed. 
rl hen the ashes lying 
on the rice-tieide 
will produce a very 
deleterious effect, 
for being stone ashes 
instead of wood 
allies, they will not 
contribute one iota 
to the richness of 
the soil. They will 
retard the growth 
of the pa lily (aa 
rice is called when 
in the husk and 
while growing,) 
which must shortly 
be planted. Our last 
paddy crop was 
poor, and now, this 
coming, the pro
spects for the next 
crop are so bad that 
unless government 
take immediate and 
decisive action in the 
matter, fears for a 
famine may be en- 
tertained. The 
ground to a greater 
or less extent has 
become sterile. The 
sugar industry has 
nl-o suffered greatly, 
and it will take a 
long time to recover 
from the backward 
move to which it 
lias been subj cted. 
The coffee culture 
has also suffered. 
Countless thuu.-auds 
of the trees have 
been dei-troyed by 
the weight of the 
ashes. Trees bear

ing fruit have snapped in two, and 
he berries lie rot.ing on the ground. 
All the care and expense of years thus 
in one fell night to go for naught is dis
couraging in every sense of tlie word. 
My stable buy was caught in the show’er, 
and has become almost blind. His eyes 
wore swollen to at least three times their

the only c 
might he cited.this kind. Many mure _______  _____

Horses, sheen, goats, cows and buffaloes have 
become blind from exposure to the shower 
«'f hot ashes. Many houses belonging to


