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liia life to the nearest house, which, unluckily, happened to lie the 
Lodge. Two hoys, however, saw and recognised him ns he entered 
the demesne, and raised n whoop, to show that they knew where the 
fox hml gone to ground.

This we m.nlc out from a string of incoherent interjection ;nml then 
he lay, panting and cm., .irting himself in mi agony of fear.

Mohun sat mi tlic hall-table, swinging his foot and regarding the 
spectacle with the indolent curiosity that one might exhibit towards 
the gainliols of soin ■ ugly new importation of the Zoological Society. 
When the story was told, he pointed coolly to the door.

The shriek that the miserable creature set up, on seeing that gesture, 
I shall never forget.

• l)o you think I .'hall turn my house into a refuge for destitute 
attorneys ?' Ralph said, answering my Itsik of inquiry. 4 If there 
were no other reason, I would not risk it, with your wife under my 
roof. A night-attack in the West is no child's play !'

Kate had come out, and was leaning over the gallery : slio heard the 
last words, ami spoke, Hushing scarlet with anger.

‘If 1 thought that my presence prevented an aet of common humanity, 
I would leave your house this instant, Colonel Mohun.’

Ralph smiled slightly, as ho Ismt his head in courteous nekpowlcdg 
ment of her interruption.

• Don’t be indignant, Mrs. Carew. If you have n fancy fm such an 
excitement, I shall lie too happy to indulge yon. It is settled, then? 
Wo back the attorney. Don’t lie there sir, looking so like a whipped 
hound. You hear ! You are safe for the present ' He had hardly 
finished, when there came a rustling of feet outside, then hurried whis­
pers, then a kins k, ami a summon*.

‘Wv'tl like to spake wid the Cuniel, av ye pluse.'
‘I am here ; what do you want ?’ Mohun growled.
•We want the 'lornvy. We know he's wid in.’
•Then I'm afraid you'll lie disappointed. It's not my fancy to give 

him up. 1 would'nt turn ont a badger to you , let alone a man.'
You see, he tisik the high moral ground, now.
‘Then we'll have him out, in spite of yea,* two or three voices cried 

out together.
‘Try it V Ralph said. ‘Meantime I am going to time; good

A voice that had not spoken yet was henni, with a shrill, gibing 
accent. 1 Ah, thin, the best of appetite* to ye, Curnel, darlinl ami 
make haste over ver dinner. It’s Fierro Delaney that'll give ye yer 
supper.’ Then they went off.

‘The said Delaney is n huge qnarrymati,1 Ralph observed. ‘He 
represents the physical element of terror hervalsmts. ns 1 Is-lieve 1 
do the moral. We shall have warm work la-fore morning. Ho does 
not like me. Fritz, send Connell up ; he i* holow , somewhere.

The keeper came, looking very much siipriecd. 11c hud been in the 
Stables, and hail only just heard of the disturlwiivp.

“(set the rifles and guns ready, with bullets ami buck-shot,’ his 
master said. We are to !*• attacked, it seems.'

The man's bold face fell, blankly.
“By the power*, yer honour, 1 haven't the value of an ounce of poud- 

thcr in the house. 1 meant to got some the morrow moroin,’ afore ye

Mohun shrugged his shoulders, whistling softly.
‘Man proposes,’ he said. ‘It’s almost a pity we found so many 

cocks in the Lower Copse this afternoon. 1 have fifteen charges or so 
n my pistol ease We must make that do, loading the rifles light .' 
Then he w ont hi a window, whence lie could see down the road ; the 
moon was shining brightly.

‘ I thought so ; they haie got scouts posted already. The barbarians 
know something of skirmishing, after all. Maddox, come here.’ (The 
groom was a strong F.ngluh Imv, very much afraid of his master, but 
of nothing else cm earth.) ‘Saddle Simlieam, and go out by the hack 
gates, keeping well under the shadow of the trees When vou clear 
them, ride straight at the rails at the end of the paddock. Vou’ll get 
over with a sc ramble, I think—keep fast hold of hi» head—you iiiwwIh'i
fall. Then make the hot of your way to A---------,and tell Colonel
Harding, with my compliments, that I shall Is- ghid il lie w ill send 
Over a troop asqiiivkly us possible "1 hey ought to la* here in two hours. 
And mind, don't apure the Imrse going, hut bring him hack easy. You 
will lie of no use here, unci l won't have him lamed if 1 can" help it. 
You'll have to risk a bullet or two as you get into the road ; hut they 
can't shoot. It's odds againat their hitting you. Now, go.’

The groom pulled his forelock as if the most ordinary commission had 
been given him. and vanished.

' Connell,' Ralph went on, ‘ go uml saw the ladders that arc ill the j 
yard half-through. They will hardly try the liarrnl window» ; Imt it j 
looks more workmenlikc to take all prec autions. Then come hack, and 
help Fitz to pile chairs and furniture all up the staircase, ami about the 
hall near it. Line the galley ith niattrasscs, two deep, leaving space* to 
fire through. Light all the lamps, and get more candles to lix about ; 
we shall notscc very clearly after the smoko of the first dozen shot*. When 
you hvac finished come to me. Now shall we go buck to dinner ?'

I am not ashamed to own I had little appetite; nevertheless, I sat 
down. Kate had gone to her room. If her courage w as failing, she did 
not wish to show it.

Suddenly our lio-t got up, and went to the window. His practised 
ear had caught the tread of the horse which Maddox was taking out as

auietly as possible. We watched him stealing along under the trees,
II their shelter failedliim. Then he put Sunbeam to speed, and rode 

boldly at l’ierails. A yell went up from the road, ana we saw dark 
figuers rum ng; then came a shot, just us the horse was rising at the 
fence. He h.» it hard, and the splinters flew up, while in tho moon­
light ; but he was over We held our breath, while several flashes
told of drooping shots, after thr fugative. The did not stop him, 
though ; ami to our greet relief, we heard the wild rush of frightened 
horses subside into a long stretching gallop, and the wind brought hack 

iery hollo—‘Forr’ard, forr’ard away !’
u fur, so good,’ said Ralph Mohun, as he satdown again, and went 
eadily at a woodcock. ‘Don’t hurry yourselves, gcntlsmen. We 
three-quarters of an hour yet ; they will take that time to musterf 
itarf, some hock ?

The hoy to whom he spoke held ont his glass with a pleasant smile. 
The coming peril had not altérai a tint on his fresh, beardless checks 
—rosy ami clear as a page’s in one of Boucher,* pictures.

A good contrast lie made with the mi»i*mnlc attorney, who had folio- 
wal U» uninvited (it seemed he only felt safe in our presence), and who 
was crouching in a corner, his lank Imir pin»' red round hi» livid convu­
lsed face w ith the sweat of mortal fear.

It struck Molmn, I think. He laid his hand on Clontnrfs shoulders, 
and spoke witli a kindloness of voice ami maimer most unusual to him— 

•We’ll quell the savage mountaineer,
As their Tlncliell cows Hie game ;

They come, a< fleet a« forest deer ;
We’ll drive ....... . back, as tame.’

Even at that anxious moment, 1 could not help laughing at the idea of 
Ralph quoting poetry—of that grim Saul among the prophets.

I went in to keep up Kate's spirit». She liore up gallantly, poor 
child, and I left her tolerably calm. She believed in me, as ‘a plunger, 
to an enormous extent, and in Moliun still more. When I returned, 
my companions were in the gallery. This ran around two sides of the 
hull, which went up to the naif. The only access to the up|a*r part of 
the house washy a stone staircase of a single flight. The kitchen and 
offices were on the ground fluor, otherw ise it was uninhabited.

Ralph had his pistols by him, and his cavalry sword, long and heavy 
hut lulmirahly iKiisvd, lay*within hi» reach.

‘ I have settled it,’ he said. ‘ You and Connell are to take the 
guns. Smooth Imres are quickest hauled, and will do for this 
short distance. Clmitarf, who is nut quite so sure with the trigger, is to 
have the post of honour and guard the -tuimtsc with his sabre. Throw 
another bucket of water over it, ( "onnvll—is it thoroughly drenched1 
Ami draw the windows up' (these did not reach to within ten feet of the 
floor) ‘ we shill! be stifled else. But there w ill Ik* a thorough-draught 
w hen the door’s down, that's one comfort. < hie word with you, Carew .’

He drew me aside, and spoke almost in a whisper while his luce was 
grave and stern.

‘ You w ill dome this justice, whatever happens. Unless it had been 
forced iqsm me, 1 would not have risked a hair of your wife's head to 
save all the attorneys that are patronized by the Father of lies. But, 
mark me, if it comes to the worst, keep buck a bullet for ktr. Don't 
leave her to the mercy of those savage devils. I know them. She lirnl 
better die ten times over, than full into their brutal hands. You must 
use your ow n discretion though. I shall not Ik- able to advise you then. 
Not a mail of them will Is* in this gallery till I am past praying for. 
Nevertheless, 1 hope uml believe all will In* right. Don't trouble yourself 
to reload, Fritz, will do that for you. 1 have given him his orders. Aim 
very coolly, too ; we must not waste a bullet. You van choose your own 
sword ; there arc several lieltindyou. All, I hear them coming up. Now 
men, to your posts.’

There was the tramp of many feet, and the surging of a crowd about 
and against the liall-ilisir. Then a harsh, loud voice spoke—

‘ Once for all, will ye give him up, or shall we take him, anil sene the 
rest of ye* as laid I Ye've got women there, too--------- ’

1 will not nihl the rest of the threat for very shame. I know it made 
me more wolfish than ever 1 thought it possible to feel ; for I am a 
goodnatureil mail in the main. Moliiin, who is not, hit his moustache 
furiously, and his voice shook n little, as he answered—

1 Do you ever sey a prnvcr; 1‘ivrce Delaney ' You need one now. If 
you live to see to-morrow’s sunset, 1 wish my right hand may wither at 
the wrist.’

A shrill howl ta-ulrd out from the assailants, and then tlie stout oak 
door cracked anil quivered under the strokes of a heavy huttcriiig-l>cum : 
in a hundred seconds the hinges yielded, and it came clattering in ; over it 
leaped three wild figures, hearing torches ami pikes; Imt their chief, 
Delaney, was not one of them.

• The left-hand man is yours, Carew : Connell, take the middle one,’ 
said Ralph, ns if we had sprung a puck of grouse. While he sisike his 
pistol cracked, and the riglit-hmid intruder drop|as| across the threshold 
without a cry or a stagger, shot right through the brain. The keeper and 
1 were nearly as fortunate. Then then* was a pause ; then a rush from 
without, anirrogulur discharge of muskvlury, and the clear pert of the 
hall was crowded with enemies.

1 can't tell exactly what ensued. I know they retreated several times, 
for the barricade was impassible ; and while their shots fell harmlessly 
on the mattresses, every one of ours told—nothing makes a man shoot 
straight III dicing short of powder—hut they fume on again, each time 
with added fena-ity.

I heard Mohun mutter more than once, in a dissatisfied tone,’ whv 
does not that scoundrel show himself '—I can't make out Delaney.’ All 
at once I heard a stilled cry on my right, and, to my horror, I saw Cion- 
turf" dragged over the latlustrmle in the grija* of a giant, whom I guessed 
at once to be the man we had looked fur so long. Undercover of the 
smoke hi* had swung himself up In the Uustruile of" the staircases, anil 
grasping the poor boy's collar us lie looked mit incautiously from his shel­
ter, dropped Wk into the hull, carrying his victim with him.

(TO In Coiitnuml.)

FORGOTTEN.

In this dim shadow where 
She found the quiet which all tired hearts crave,

Now, without grief or care,
The wild bees murmer. aud the blossoms wave,

And the forgetful air
Blows heedlessly across her grassy grave.

Yet, when she lived on earth,
She loved this leafy dell, ami knew by name 

All things of sylvian birth ;
Squirrel and bird chirped welcome, when she came :

Yet now, in careless mirth,
They friek, and build, aud warble all the same.


