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A SUCCESSFUL METHGD OF HAN

L. C. Palmer, Bssex 0., Ont.

A General Outline of the Methods followed by fhe
Counties— Selection of the Seed—The Soil a
Wwith Some Remarks on

HE first requisite in the cultivation of a crop
of corn, as in all other crops, is the selection

majority of the successful corn raisers in Essex
and Kent Counties, Ont., make it o rule to pick
out the largest and longest ears, other things
being equal. The qualities looked for are length
of grain, smallness of butts, evenness in diameter
irom butt to tip, and trueness of type; if the
object be to keep the variety pure,

In selecting ears of mediam length as recom-
mended by Prof, Klink at the Essex Corp Show
last winter, the great majority of successful corn
urowers in these two counties will be slow to ac-
quiesce,

We grow corn almost exculsively for the grain,
the fodder heing only a secondary consideration
On the principle that “like begets like,” in both
the animal and vegetable kingdom, we expect, if
the conditions are favorable, that if we plant
small ears wo will produce small ears and in this
way lessen the yield per acre. If we plant corn
from large ears we will grow large ears with
from 1,000 to 1,900 grains in a cob. If we plant
medivm or small ears we will look for a erop
proportionately smaller,

BARLY MATURING vARIETIRS

In a locality where the seasons are shorter and
there is danger of the crop not coming to matur-
1ty, it would be desirable to select the seed from
the early maturing plants, and by continuing
this selection for a term of years one could secure
an early maturing type or strain from any of the
varieties. I would strongly recommend that corn
for seed be selected from the standing crop, choos-
ing the largest cars, and, if considered necessary,
discarding those showing late maturity,
where all va; oties grown to any extent are sure
to ripen, earliness of maturity is a secondary con.
sideration,

The seed should be braided and hung up where
it will have a free cireulation of air especially if
the cob is not pretty well cured, but ordinarily,
and particularly this present year, corn taken
from the crib can be planted with perfect safety.

PREPARATION OF THE sory,

Almost every soil sufficiently fortile to grow a
zood erop of cereals will answer for corn, except
an impervious white clay. You can not make the
land too rich. A olover sod will be an
place to plant the corn erop. Give it all the man.

cultivated until planting time, which extends from
the 10th of May till the middle of June in this
climate. T have planted White Cap Yellow Dent

on the 19th of June and did not have a nubbin of
wft corn in a field of five acres. By continnons
purpose the dise and
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as to be cultivated both ways. If the tips and
butts are shelled off the cob, and only the corn
from the centre of the ear planted, an almost per-

fect stand of three plants in a hill can he socured
from planting with this implement. The general
bractice is to plant the corn crop in hills 3 ft,
8 inches apart each way, but the two-horse planter
can be adjusted to plant from 8 ft., 6 inches to
3 ft., 10 inches each way,
NO. OF PLANTS 10 THE miLy

The number of plants to a hill will depend on
the fertility of the s0il and the moisture available,
On our best corn lands with the conditions favor.
able we consider three plants to the hill, with the
hills three feet eight inches apart, about the right
Bay to secure the maximum yield por acre, After
the corn is well sprouted and hefore jt gets above

the ground T would give the land a thorough good
harrowing. Care should be taken to do this before
there is danger of breaking off the tender plants.

As a rule we do nothing more unti] the crop is
big enough to use the two-horse cultivator, though
some harrow with g light harrow after the corp
18 up. If the rows are straight, as they should
be, and the operator uses his machine, with fep.
dors attached skilfully, ho can cultivate right up
to the hill as close as possible without disturbing
the plants, When the plants are small the culti.
vator should be run as deep as possible without
disturbing or covering them. Cultivation should
be continued until the Crop is coming into tassel

UNDERDRAINAGE NEEDED
Perhaps the greatest requirement in the Count.
les of Essex and Kent to the production of an in-
cressed yield in corn, and most other crops, is
drainage. In these two counties whore the land
15 80 very level .unlnrdrnin.go-, if universal, would
increasy the o production at leuse 100 per cent,

KOt except the
spring and Summer precipitation happen to come
Just in right quantity and at the right time,
Thousands of acres are reduced nearly every year
to half a crop or less, and 1 have seen whole fields
that produced scarcely a nubbin of corn solely on

rains after planting,

The White Cap Yellow Dent 15 probably the
most popular variety, as it js sure to ripen, if
planted on good soil by the middle of June,
It is one of the best yieldors of shelled corn to
the measured bushel on Account or depth of grain
on the cob. One hundred bushels of ears of White
Cap will give from 65 to 70 bushels of shelled corn
and we can not see much difference in earliness
between the White Cap and the Flint,

e

Cows should be salted regularly or better still,

have it before them at all times, Salt is 5 good

stimulant, promotes health and creates
N. . Ki




