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A Banner Crop Year

HIS is a banner year for
Canada. From the At-
lantic to the Pacific, as
oyr reports on Crop con-s
ditions published elsewhere

in this issue, show, a good harvest

is in prospect. With the exception of

Southern Manitoba and the West-

ern portion of New Ontario, condi-

tions are shaping for a fair average
yield of all grain crops The
efiects of the May and June drouth
from Ontario east have been large-
ly overcome, and with the elygep-

tion of hay, which will be light, a

tDOd harvest is expected. Ontario
as in prospect one of the biggest

crops for many a year. Farmers
are encouraged and are looking for-
ward to another season of prosper-
ity and progress.

There are, however, one or two
flies in the ointment. The scar-
city of farm help is one of them.
In more than one district there is
not enough help to do the work.
When farmers have to plow up root

ops because they cannot get help

0 cultivate and keep them clean,
as is repol’ttd‘}om Waterloo coun-
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ty, the situat is becoming most
acute. What iy to be the outcome
of it all > Will our farmers have to
turn their farms into large pasture
fields and confine their operations
to stock raising? It certainly
looks as if the more intensified sys-
tem of farming, for which Ontario.
is well adapted, will have to give
way to methods in which less labor
iy, required.

he reports from some sections
that the planting of poor seed has
greatly injured the prospects for a
good corn crop are gf serious im-
port. Why farmers will continue
to plant seed the vitality of which
they are not absolutely sure of, is
a mystery. Farm help is too scarce
and land is too valuable in this
country to risk a crop failure be-
cause of inferior . If the dealer
is to blame for t! poor seed, the
pure seed legislation now pending
at Ottawa cannot come into opera-
tion too soon. -
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The Movement for Dollar Wheat

Not a little interest is being
taken in the movement for dollar
wheat recently started in the Cen-
tral Western States, though so far
as we can see from this distance,
it does not appear to be having
any material effect upon values.
How the price is to be advanced to
the dollar mark is not very clear.
A society to be known as the
American Society of Equity has
been started. It is proposed to
start branches of this society in
every township and to form a
great go-operative organization of

farmers who will agree to ship and
sell their wheat only at such times
and at such prices as may be de-
termined upon by a board of direc-
tors. The intention is to make the
minimum price for wheat §$1, q"
aim being to Have the farmers
themselves fix the prices at which
they shall sell their wheat, instead
of having them fixed by the boards
of trade in distant cities.

All this seems good in theory,
but*how it will work out in prac-
tice is another matter. The law of
supply and demand, which governs
the prices for all products cannot
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Our Annual Exhibition
Number

On Sept. 1st next will be is-
sued the sixth annual Exhibi-
tion - Number of The Farming
World. This number will in
many respects be the superior
of any of its predecessors. A
number of special articles are
under preparation by some of
the best writers on agricul-
tural topics in Canada and
Great Britain. The illustra-
tions will be a note-worthy
feature, comprising views of

; English and Canadian farm
scenes, specially taken for
this number, which will con-

upwards of 100 pages,
and will be one of the best
things of its kind ever print-
ed in the Dominion Don't
fail to make sure of a cops

An extra large edition will
be issued and distributed at
the leading fall exhibitions.

Already a large amount of
space lu been secured by ad-
vertisers desiring to fake ad-
vantage of this splendid me-
dium for reathing the best

class of farmgrs in Canada

#  Others reqllirmi space should

make their wants known@at
once

very easily be set aside. Besides,
it will be no small task to unite
the farmers, even of the United
States, in an effort to work out
the aims of the society. Then,
what is the farmer, who has rent
or interest to pay, to do, should
this commission of directors de-
cide that all at should be held
for six months' so as to force the
market. Who will p him to
meet his notes when duk? There
are many difficulties in the way of
carrying out such a scheme.
However, we wish the movement
em success. Jf it succeeds in
raising é‘- prige€”of wheat in the
United States to $1, the Canadian
farmer will profit thereby. At the
same time, we cannot but think the
whole thing a delusion and a snare.
There are two practical ways of
securing better prices for wheat ;
reduce the amount or ehlarge the
\
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demand. " The latter seems to be
the surer and more sensible way
and the one that would help most
to develop the great wheat lands of
the Dominion. /

James . Hill, the railroad king
of the West, referring to the dollar
wheat movement, advises the de-
velopment of the Orient as a mar-
ket for American wheat. One bushel
of wheat per capita sold in China
and Japan means a consumption in
a year of 450,000,000 bushels. He
further agds that if the United
States could send to the Orient
each year only 50,000,000 bushels
of wheat, it would advafice the
price of wheat sent to Europe 15¢
to 20c. a bushel, which would put
the price up near the dollar mark

This is a more rational method
of increasing the price than that
proposed by this socalled society
of equity. To curtail the market-
ing of wheat means curtailing the
autput, which our great West is
not prepared to do. But Canada
should have a say in opening up
{he Orient for wheat. Her display
of flour at the Japan exposition
has opened the way and the course
seems 'clear for pushing the sale of
Can wheat, or better flour, in
the East. Let every advantage be
taken of this gpportunity. There is
no surer way of securing dollar
wheat. Increase the demand and
you increase the price.

To Make Gentlemen Farmers

A couple of ispues ago ‘we touch-
ed upon the encroachment of union-
ism in gohpection with the employ-
ment of farm labor in some por-
tious of the United States. Since
then it has been reported that the
American Federation of Labor has
sent organizets into the agricul-
tural sections of the Eastern States
to organize the farm laborers into
unions. Some success has been had
in a few localities and from the

‘prescribed therein we can
for some idea of what things
would be like if the movement be-
came general.

The rules sought to be enforced
may be summlrized as follows :—
Wages shall not be less than from
$2 to $3 per day, the employing
farmer and his family are prevented
from doing any labor themselves
under penalty of being boycotted
as unfair. In short, the work on
the farm is stated as belonging to
the members of the union. The
plan is to make the farm owner a
gentleman of extreme leisure, while

even his rights of suj n are
greatly restricted,

Lool upon in the light of prac-
tical agriculture in country
these proposals seem v¢7 ridicul-
ous, and how any body of men can

hope to force them upon the hard




