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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 
TIMER

Hie Irish in America—Letter from 
Herbert I. Cassoo with a Complaint 
—Not Criticising but Co-laboring 
with that Writer—Enlarging the 
Chapter—Some Prominent Irishmen 
and Irishmen’s Sons who have won 
renown in the Making of America—
Men who have been great in War as 
Well as Peace—Intellectually. Scien
tifically, Governmentally. Journal
istically as well as Constructively

I have received a letter from Mr.
Herbert N. Casson, writer of the 
article in “Munsey’s Magazine” for 
April, in which he says : “I have 
just read your criticism of our 
article on “ The Irish in America."
Much obliged for giving it so much 
space, but see here, why didn't you 
read the article first ? How could 
you say that I did not mention 
Charles Carroll, John B. McDonald,
Charles O’Connor, Crawford or Oil- 
more ? I think you owe it to your 
readers as well as to me to make 
a correction, i was just as anxious 
to have the article complete as you 
were. I, too, have Irish blood, and 
as one Irishman to another, l ask 
you to deal as fairly with my article 
as I tried to do with the Irish race.

Very truly yours,
Herbert N. Casson."

Mr. Casson is greatly mistaken if 
he imagines I wrote with the purpose 
of censuring or criticising his article 
in ‘‘Munsey’s Magazine.” On the 
contrary, I expressed my pleasure 
with it and praised his work. I wrote 
as a co-laborer, not as a critic. I 
mentioned how difficult it was to
give recognition to every name that Any person who writes of the Irish 
was deserving of recognition in a in America is imperfectly informed if .........
given space. I do not think I charged he is not familiar with the names of sjory 0f tbp Irish race in America, 
Mr. Casson with not mentioning the ’ht* Reynolds, of Illinois John Rey-1 and gome o( if can be found in the 
names of Charles Carroll, John B nolds was everything in that State anna|s 0f that old French Illinois 
McDonald, Charles O'Connor, Craw-1 from Governor down General Jao.es town There, in 1824, when General

in a great battle that made him the 
foremost man in the province before 
Washington. Lewis had » peculiar 
history. Strange to say, he came to 
Virginia because of landlord oppres
sion. In a quarrel, however, he 
killed his landlord and made his 
escape. He got his French name 
from some of his remote ancestry in 
Ireland. 1 believe, also, that Lewis 
was one of Virginia's governors. At 
any rate, his statue was set up along 
with that of Washington in the old 
State House at Richmond. Another 
great Virginian, but of later days, 
was “Stonewall Jackson,” who was 
the South's particular hero of the 
great rebellion—another man of Irish 
descent. There is the Wise family of 
Virginia, rhat has given governors 
and generals to the State, one of 
whom, Henry S. Wise, when governor 
in the fifties, gave the finishing blow 
to “Knownothingism." In the early 
colonial days there was a small re
bellion, when an Irishwoman named 
Drummond made her name immortal 
by bidding defiance to the King of 
England and all his followers.

There were manv prominent men
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days I remember how I was allée ted 
by that speech in the English reader 
said to have been made by this Indian 
chief, whose family was destroyed by 
the whites, beginning with : “ Who
is there left to mourn for Logan 
now ?”

see
In the early days of the West there 

was in Southern Illinois a town 
named Kaskaskia, an Indian name. 
There were three such towns — 
Kaskaskia, Keckuck and Kankakee, 
with three "1r s” in each of them. 
This Kaskask 3 was down in the di
rection of St. Louis, but was much 
older. It was the capital once of the

of Irish blood in Maryland besides the 1 whole north and southwest, but es-
Carrols, and they were a host. There 
was the great Xorman-Irish family 
of the DeCourseys. It is sai.1 ihe 
members of the British Pailiicient 
wear their hats in the House because 
of a DeCourspy, who war permitted 
to wear his hat before ihe King, and 
which privilege was afterwards ex
tended to members of parliament A 
younger branch settled in Maryland 
in early days. The earldom right
fully belonged to this brati.-li, but im
posters have been in its possession 
for many a year. I don’t claim that 
the DeCourseys of Maryland ere dis
tinguished for any great public ser
vice, but they contributed their share 
to the success of the Republic in its 
davs of trial.

peciallv of Illinois. It was the centre 
of civilization two hundred years ago 
for the great Mississippi Valley. It 
was first an Indian village, but in 
time became a French town, for all 
that great expanse of territory, in
cluding the States of Michigan, Wis
consin, Indiana and Illinois once 
belonged to France, but in 1763 be
came British by right of conquest. 
But at the time of the American 
Revolution it became American by 
reconquest at the hands of George 
Rogers Clark ; an American of Irish 
descent. With him was Colonel 
Croghan and a number of others 
whose heroism was conspicuous and 
whose names are inscribed on the 
tablets of fame, all of Irish descent.

We have the romantic as well as

THE CATHOUC PRESS
The Fulfilment of a Prophecy Made 

Thirty Years Ago

In the year L877, M. Baudoti, of 
Paris, President General of all the 
Conferences of St. Vincent de Paul, 
wrote a letter to the Very Rev. Can
non Chordert, of Switzerland, con
taining a prophecy of which we can 
say that it has literally been fulfilled 
in our own time in France, and which 
should serve as a deep warning to 
Catholics of our own country.

The letter is as follows *
"In my judgment, the taithful do 

not recognize how important the 
press is. We labor hard in building 
churches, and establishing monasteries 
and convents and encouraging orphan
ages and institutions for the poor,— 
all of which are necessary wants, 
there is another which is far more 
necessary than all of them, namely 
the propagation of the Catholic press, 
at least in certain countries, amongst 
which I number France.

“If the Catholic press is not sup- 
potted, encouraged, and placed on the 
height which belongs to it, then will 
the churches be abandoned, if not 
buint. The religious confraternities 
will be turned away, the more quickly 
the more solidly they may have been

ford or Gilmore. I have read my Shields
article over again and fail to find the but no* greater

the heroic and constructive in the i founded, and even institutions of
charity—yes, tche schools, will be 
taken away Irom the îeligion that 
founded them. Look at the trend of

__  ____ t _______ _ ____ ______  thought at present ; everywhere you
had a peculiar distinction g Lafayette revisited America he was 1 may see that irréligion is rampant, 
greater than Governor John cntertained by prominent Irish- tWn who on all other questions are

accusation correct. I did remark Reynolds. Shields was never Govei-1 American families—by one at a grand peace-loving and enlightened, become 
that there were omissions in his nor, but he was United States djnnpr by another at a grand re- insane, raging, as soon as they hear
article, hut that that was to be ex
pected. He mentioned the name of

anxone speaking about the Church. 
For them, the Catholic Church is 
"the enemy ; ” the enemv of their

Senator at different times for the ceptioI1| an(1 another at a grand ball,
State8 of Illinois, Missouri and Min- an(j there was eVen then much wealth 

Charles Carroll, “the signer,’1 but I . nesota. Hexnolds was e\erything his am0ng them. General Shields found 
referred to Charles Carroll, " the State had to off et him but l ni ted bis f,rst employment in America in j families ; of 1 heir lives. This judg- 
barrister," and author of the bill of j States Senator, including Chief Jus- 0jd Kaskaskia. as a school teacher. I nient appears to them unanswerable, 
rights, attached to the constitution ’*«*■ John Reynolds was not born in \yb,.n be became a hero of the Mrxi- 7"ht-nce comes this error ? From 
of the United States. When I re- ’he "old Dan.’ but his father was van war j„ 184S, he was a much-j the newspapers which they read, and 
ferred to Charles O'Connor, it was Hu was himself a native of 1 ennsil- sought man, and was largely lionized, which alone they read, hiom the ir
as a defeated presidential candidate, vania and so was his brother, who be- yje was the guest of many cities and religious newspapers full of hate, 
afid not as the prosecutor of Tweed. |tame Governor of Arkansas. John many state fairs. St. Louis was which press upon them everywhere,

whilst nowhere can the Catholic 
press, when it does not exist, offer 
them an antidote.

"If this condition of things con
tinues, it is certain that a fearful 
number of souls will be lost to re
ligion. Therefore, the zeal of Catho
lics must be directed to put an end

I did not charge him with omitting , Reynolds was one of those peculiar 0IU, 0f the cities he was invited to
the names ot John B. McDonald, characters that ought to he bet lit visit, and the Mayor and corporation
Crawford or Gilmore, and I trust Mr. known among the Irish of to-day He WPnt out to meet „nd receive him.
Casson will not think at all that I belonged to the same class and stjle “General,” said the Mayor, “we have
want to reflect unfavorably on his .nian as ‘ Old Hickory, "hich was ,nej before, but you do not remember
work, only that I wished to supple- one of the familiar tiVe 1 of General me We travelled over the Ai
ment it. I hope he will not begrudge, Ja:kson, and was an enthusiastic |Pgheny’s together looking for em- 
fhis ho me because the subject has ; adniirei and follower of ^hat g teat ploy ment. You found, it at Kaskaskia
been one of my favorite studies, and and courageous lead *r. ^ They call an(j j wpnt on to St. Louis. Now 4° this condition. As well as it has
because I am anxious, like himself, us Americans new Anglo-Saxons, Ip meet again ; you as the hero of now succeeded, in this, a few years

once remarked, but we ate nothing a gj-Pat war, and I as the mayor of: may destroy all. Either a revolutionto let the Irish have all the credit 
that is due the race, more especially 
as so many writers of American his
tory and biography have endeavored 
to give them but a scant recog
nition.

a * *

As Mr. Casson w ill not have an op
portunity to return to the subject in 
his popular magazine I will take it 
upon myself to further enlarge upon 
it and do it without a scrap of my 
references now by me. Let me begin 
with “Old Virginee." Among her 
•great men, men of Irish blood or 
descent, that Mr Casson did not 
have space for, were Patrick Henry, 
Governor of that State at the time 
of the American Revolution, and who 
has always been considered one of 
the foremost founders of the United 
States. There was John Lewis, the 
conqueror of “Cornstalk,” the great 
Indian cNief of that province, who 
rose in rebellion long before the Re
volution, and was put down by Lewis

of the kind ; America has been made 
by tiie Germans an 1 the Irish."

• » a
Logan is another gr.-at historical 

name in Illinois, and Logan i*. a

a great city.” This anecdote will or what is more to be feared, a legis- 
i'.lustrate the fortunes of the roman-: lature which is the enemy of religion, 
tie Irish people in America. will destroy, or devote to their own 

purpose what the faithful have built
. There was an Irish lady in Kaskas- up w‘th4 *° m“vh lal*>r L •

favorite name throughout America, kia a* those remote territorial M mes 'nurac,e ,ak‘‘s l,late- al1 ’he labors of 
and I.ogan is Irish. General John A. who was a brilliant c m • .butor 10 jCat!,olks wil1 ,hus become useless-
Logan was the leading volunteer the nterarv press of the dav, and whl e ,he pr,‘ss ls absolutely and en
general of the war of the rebellion. - who was distinguished in both prose tircl>" ln ,he hands of the,r enemles 
His equestrian statue has a conspicu- | verse, and in addition to being 
ous position on the Lake park of wealthy and literary and patriotic
Chicago. He was a United States | was a good Catholic. She was a
Senator and a prominent candidate yjrs £r|gar, whose husband was Irish
for the \ ice-Presidency. He was a and onp 0f the wealthiest men in the

A CATHOUC Y. M. C. A. SOCIETIES SPEAK
A National Committee to be Formed - A Copy of the Resolutions Sent to the 

Aid Offered to the Movement—The Catholics of France by the Ameri-
Idea of the Paulist Fathers can Federation of Catholic Societies

Word comes from New York of a 
plan to establish in America a na
tional association for Catholic young 
men on the lines of the Young Men's 
Christian Association whnh has 
already taken definite shape and 
has the approval of Cardinal 
Gibbons, Archbishops Ireland, 
Farley and Ryan, and the 
leading Catholic laymen of the coun
try. John D. Crimmins, Mayor 
Dunne of Chicago; W. Bourke Cock
tail, Justice McKenna, of the United 
States supreme court, the Countess 
Leary, and other wealthy Catholics, 
have offered their aid in the move
ment. A million dollar trust fund 
has been suggested as a foundation 
for the plan. The plans will be thor
oughly discussed at Baltimore next 
month, on the occasion of the centen
nial celebration of the Baltimore 
cathedral. It is expected that a na
tional committee will be formed at 
that time,'to further discuss the mat
ter and take the necessary steps for 
carrying out the plan.

The movement, which has been agi
tated for some time and has been 
growing slowly in importance, took 
definite shape, when the Paulist Fa
thers in West Fifty-ninth street came 
out publicly in favor of such an as
sociation. The Paulists have con
tended that wealthy American Ca
tholics would support liberally a na
tional movement for young men, just 
as others support the Young Men's 
Christian Association.

The Paulist idea is to build one or 
more association buildings in each 
town, with the accessories and in
ducements of club life—library, read
ing room, baths, study room and a 
department of higher study, with 
competent professors, etc. There 
would according to the present pleas, 
he a national body, with nain nal 
headquarters, having jurisdiction over 
all the blanches throughout the coun
try Present clubs or societies would 
be done away with or absorbed.

In many of the larger cities there 
are costly and well equipped dubs 
and lyceums under Catholic auspices, 
which, it is felt, are not built on 
lines broad enough to reach all Ca
tholic young men There is also a 
feeling that thousands of Catholic 
young men frequent the Young Men’s 
Christian Association and are affiliat
ed with it, because they have no
where else to go. There is the same 
feeling about young women.

Wedding Bells

“On the other hand, if the Catho
lics of France, like those of Germany, 
at present, would take up the sup
port of the press as the first and 
most important of all their good

great admirer of General Grant, and West at tha, time, and was influer-, *orks ’ lf *he>" devotcd eath 
was the most prominent of those tia, as wel| as wealthv and had a }"ear *wo three millions of francs 
“stalwart” Republicans who wanted good deal t0 do with the making of !for ,thls, PbjPct‘ then 'he condition 
Grant for a third term for the presi- |eavly minois. It was at Kaskaskia "“aI)Re v'‘ry suddenly. The
dency. General Logan was physically 
prominent as a man of Celtic phy
sique, with hair as black as a raven’s 
wings. His widow, Mary Cunning
ham, yet alive, is entitled to dis- true what Mr. Casson says when lie

that Governor Remolds first lived in t wo,uld ,nse. aRa,n ”1 hundreds of 
that State ; and" it was from Kas- thousands of intellects, because their 
kaskia his brother went forth to |souIs would be enlightened.” 
become Governor of Arkansas. It is
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tinetion as a literary lady, as she is 
a considerable contributor to the

Against Education Bill
London, April 26.—The Roman Ca

tholic bishops of the Archdiocese of

asserts that the Irish are not new
comers in America, for they were

periodical press, and I believe has promjnent in Marytland, in Virginia, lv Ulam
»r!!lrn In«Hinï°°tko‘ ÏÎ Penns>’,Vania and N>w York before Westminster have published a déclara-
writer, alluding to the name of the revolution.
Logan, says it is a name that 1 • • •
deserves well of tht Iiish, and has Kane is an Irish name conspicuous 
always done them credit m America in American fcnnalsj One /bf ifiis
There was I.ogan, from Lurgan who name was Governor of Illinois be-
was Governor Penns right-hand man ■ 1he t t.onnict, and has a 
" oar,V days m Pennsylvania, and 1 inent county that State

from whom Logan, the Indian chief. nampd for him Hp was ,hp son o(
took his name. In my schoolboy a„ Irish sailor who was sucpessful.

~ One of the same family (I believe a 
brother) was the renowned Dr. Kane,

BE SURE
and examine a copy of our cata- 1 

logue if you have any idea of talc- 1 

ing a preparatory course for a

GOOD PAYING POSITION
We believe there is no school equal 
to ours for methodic business train 

0 ing and for producing good results.
(•) We solicit investigation and com- ^ 

parison.

the Arctic explorer, who represents 
(Continued on page 4-)

tion against the education bill as be
ing fundamentally unjust in giving 
the local authorities control of reli
gious teaching and making possible 
the confiscation or diversion of en
dowments

The Archbishop of Westminster an
nounced to-night before the Catholic 
Truth Society that English Catholics 
might count on the co-operation of 
the archbishops and bishops in Ire
land and Scotland and the Irish Ca
tholic members of Parliament.

!»
I Enter any time. Mo vacations. *
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(«) Toronto.
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THE HOME BANK
OF CANADA

A very joyous event took place ’his 
morning in the chapel of the rectory 
at the .Church of Our I.ady: when Miss 
Hannah Barrett, daughter of Mr. 
Edward Barrett, Waterloo Avc.. was 
united in Wedlock to Patrick O'Hagen 
of Paisley, Ont. The witnesses were 
Miss Tillie Barrett, sister of the 
bride, and Dr. Thomas O’Hagen, a 
brother of the groom. Following the 
ceremony, nuptial mass was cele
brated by Rev. Fat lier Donovan, S.J., 
who performed the ceremony. 1 he 
newly married couple, amid the felici- 
taOons of their numerous friends, left 
on the 10.45 a m. train for their new 
home, near Paisley.—The Geulph 
Herald.

RESOLUTIONS :
Whereas, the separation of the 

j Church and State in France, inde- 
1 jiendently of its doctrinal aspect, has, 
in the words of the Holy Father in 

j his Encyclical Letter to the Arch
bishops, Bishops, Clergy and people 
of France, been brought about by a 

! flagrant violation of a solemn bilat
eral contract1 which had been drawn 
up in a diplomatic convention and is 
now abrogated without any notice 
whatever to the other contnoting 
party, thus not only violaTTng dhe 
common justice which obtains, in in
ternational and civil law, but con
temptuously heaping indignity on the 
helpless and weak, and

Whereas, the State by so doing not 
only •*xpropriat**s all ecclesiastical 
property but controls for its own ad
vantage foundations established from 
time immemorial for pious and chari
table purposes and repudiates the ob
ligations which it had assumed for 
the support of the clergy, out of 
funds which were theirs by inalien
able rights, and

Whereas, it is proposed to hand 
over the administration of church 
edifices to associations of laymen 
over whom the Government will have 
almost absolut# control, thus paving 
the way to schism between priests 
and people and exposing the temples 
of God of which only a temporary 
use is assured to profanation and 
sacrilege, and

Whereas, the methods adopted by 
the Government authorities in France 
to carry out this law have been ac
companied by violation of the sanc
tity of church edofices, in battering 
down the doors, in invading sanctu
aries and sacraities, in rifling re
ceptacles containing sacred objects, in 
destroying holy images, in treating 
with harshness and brutality those 
who attempted to bar their passage, 
dragging ~into prison priests and 
people for protesting by word and 
writing against such unwarranted 
action, employing bodies of troops to 
carry out their purposes, degrading 
from their ranks officers who refused 
to violate their conscience in ohexing 
these iniquitous orders, and

Whereas, ike IMshops and people 
have unanimously denounced these 
outrages in the name of religion and 
of their rights as men and citizens.

Be it resolved, that the Executive 
Committee of the American Federa
tion of Catholic Societies of America 
unite with the Holy Father in stig
matizing the injustice of the measure 
and in sympathizing with our breth- 
ien in France in their efforts to with
stand by all peaceable and lawful 

j means the oppression t*o which they 
have been subjected ; and that a copy 
of the same be spread upon the 
minutes of the Federation and a simi- 
lai resolution offered at thr National 
Conventional. 1

Announcement of New Bishop of 
Alexandria Received

Golden Jubilee of Convert

St. Margaret's Convent, Sisters of 
the Holy Cross, Alexandria, has at
tained its fiftieth year. Its golden 
jubilee was celelifted by a large ga
thering in St r innan’s cathedral, 
the children of the schools in charge 
of the Order and the boarders of the 
Convent taking part. The preacher 
of the occasion was Rev. D R. Mc
Donald, Crysler, who gave an inter
esting sketch of fhe Order and its 
work throughout the diocese.

Congratulated by His Holiness

In a happy audience the Italian 
representatives of the Olympian 
games were congratulated by His 
Holiness. He spoke warmly of their 
fine showing, and spoke encouragingly 
of the wholesome results to body and 
soul of proper athletic exercises.

Wear Trade Mark “D” Suspenders 
Guaranteed. Price 50c.

Cornwall, May 1.—The appoint
ment of the Rev. William McJonell 

las Bishop of Alexandria, is officially 
announced. The brief which is dated 
March 21st having been received by 
Vicar-General Corbet yesterday. The 
new Bishop is a man of scholarly at
tainments and refined tastes and is 
eminently qualified for the high office 
to which he has been called.

The Rev. William Andrew McDonell 
was born in the township of Charlot- 
tenburgh, County of Glengarry, the 
family homestead being situated on 
the south branch of the River Aux 
Raisins. He is a son of the late 
Donald Archibald McDonell. his1 

mother being Elizabeth Co’het, also 
deceased He was educated in the 

! common schools of the county of 
j Glengarry and at St. Joseph’s Col- 
j >ege, Ottawa, and took his theo
logical course at the Grand Seminary 
Montreal. He was ordained at the 
historic church of St. Raphael's in 
September. 1881, by the late Arch
bishop Cleary, of Kingston. He was 
Stationed at Gananoqwe for about 
four years and in 1886 succeeded the 
present Archbishop of Kingston in the 
pastorate of Glennevis, where he re
mained until 1890, when he was ap
pointed successor to the Rev George 
Corbet, now Vicar-General of the 
diocese and pastor of St. Colu.nban s 
Church, Cornwall.
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