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Postal Gard Gottecting

A

LEWIS G, QUACKENBUSHL
pHE war of wi for xo many
S moons  has raged  between
'g genvralists and specinlists as to the

of their

vespective  syst
seems to he All js silence in
hoth camps, the two' eontending
legions have met the fate of the two Kilkenny
cats, and after a prolonged fight destroved each
other; but the arguments of one party have
proved too ¢ neing to successfully be com
nated, therefore the other side, after a by
straggle, has sounded i retreat wnd the war is
over, w, only the oceasional volley of some
forlorn skirmisher scems to keep up the sem-
blance of hattle
From the very’ beginning of my collecting
career, I have held trmly to the doctrines of
generalism, that is, I have believed that the
whole w s too wide a field for the
thoroughly enthusiastic stamp collector,  But
the foree of circumstances and of time have
sorsewhat shaken my allegiance to gencral col
lecting, and though T am still treading the ol
paths and gathering in impartially the issues of
all five continents, as well as the islands of the
sea, | find it useless to shut my cyes to the fact
speciniism is geadually strengtheni
position and that in the continual ir
in the number of legitinute, collectable var
as well as  the increasing demands
constantly increasing army of col
vender specialism a necessity to that large
majority of philatelists who must be guided move

by the weight of their pocket hooks than by their
incli g

The methods of specialism, however, muy he
infinitely varied, thus there are immense

opportunities for discussion as to the most fruit
ful fields for philatelic study, What particular
corner of philately shall we explore? That is
the great philatelic puzze of the time, which
every specialist is working out in his own way.
It is of universal interest, and has received far
o little consideration from the organs of our
pursuit, the stamp jouroals, aml from our
spokesmen and leaders, the philatelic anthors,
He who is undec what to select for his
specialty certainly caunot complain of insutl
clent variety.  We may choose to collect the
stumps of our own country or any other which
eapecially interests us, of a group of countries, of
u nation and its colopie
world, just as we please. We may ¢
!m\sugrnlmn'm. or we may revel in the accumu
ation of entire envelopes, or postal
locals, or fiscals, In fact philately i

an unes-
plored wilderness, which we way roam over at

will 3 a demoeratic pursuit, for no one can dic-
tate what shall lleeted,  True, stamp col
lecting has it fashions like all other luxuries,
but are we obliged to follow the erowd, to *de
in Rome s the Romans (o
intend to consider b

be an especial

namely  the
D

n what I believe to
h of specialism,
) tire postal cards
cards have ed some philatelic atten-
tion for a long time, but their real merits have
not been fully realized until ver ently, The
vard collector can exult aver all other philatel
ists, for he has no fear of the counterfeiter,
That despicable parasite troubles him not.  He
can barter his gold for ravities without a single
mi ing that perhaps this se old
specimen is mercly one of the latest products of
the forger's art, “Ihe surcharge, unfo
is not altogether unknown to the accumulator
of postals, but as yet forged surcharges are not
sufliciently numerous to greatly trouble him,
However the chief merit of this specics of col-
lecting lies in the fact that its devotee can
secure a first-class collection from all parts of
the globe far more easily than he could’ a goor
representative collection of postage stamps, A

government usually issues only one kind of
postal card where it uses a dozen different kinds
of stamps. Hence the great advantuge of postal

e ting over stamp collecting,  An ex
penditure of 500 for 3,000 varietics of cards
makes u fine showing while the same sum spent
on stamps will not half fill your album.

"The postal card collector has always been puz
“ed how to properly display bis troasures, and
numerous attempts have heen made to overcome
this difliculty, with small suecess, until Mr,
Adolphe Lohmeyer, the only Awerican dealer
who makes a specialty of postal cards, and
editor of & journal devoted to the interests «f
card collectors, turned his mind to the problem
and sol it by placing on the marker an ex
ceedingly practical und convenient album which
has proved a boon to American collectors wnd
wiiich ought to stimulate the collecting of v
all over the world, The invention of such an
album vemoves the greatest drawback of card
collecting, and it should spread rapidly from now
on. Postal « s pleasurable as
stamp collecting and is o far less formulalile
task. The card is not usually as finely engraved
as the stamp now is. 1t is handsomely colored,
but the portrait or emblem is the sume on both,

lien again, a cancelled stamp is much mo
faced than a cancelled postal card, for much of
the latter escapes unscathed.  Als ) postal
the designer Lis far more scope for the display
of his artistic skill. He can vevel in flourishes
and tancy scrolls, and ornamental borders, where
the engravers of a postal stamp has no such
privilege. Taken as « whole, a collection of

eally looks hundsomer than a
y of stamps, though they lack the
ug of the latter.
ds can be secured av present at very
lerate prices and I helieve that there are few
bettor investments, for postal card collecting
sure from its iarinsic ments, to obtain great
ty in the near future. 1f we must have
m why should not the postal card he
our spezialty
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Used or Unu&ea;
@yWRieR?

. OME eollectors vefuse all specimens w
have been cancelled, and will ple
their albums ouly new or unuse

stamps.  Others will not admit unused
stamps, and insist on having used ones only.
The ** happy medium ™ hetween the tw
tremes seems to me the best plan

The collector who refuses used stamps, how
ever handsome his colleetion may appear, must
of necessity have many a blank space in his
album, for it will be next to impossible to com
plete many sets unless, indecd, he ho possessed
of riches in abundunce, In this case the stamps
1 in setsfrom the countriesissuing
them, and his album then becomes very uttract-
ive. There isanother drawback to the collection
of unused only, and that is the unfortunate
2. which many countries have
n the past few years, A collector
#ee reprints or “‘remainders” which the
als have sold to dealers at a merely
nomival price, hawked about at a penny each,
while the specimen in his own collection cost,
including postage and time spent in correspon-
dence, several dollars perhaps,  True, hisstamp
is the m desivable, and yet only an ex-
pert could detoct the difference,

Those who collect used stamps are not ex
pected to have complete sets, and for some
reason, which we cannot clearly explain, a
break in a set of used stamps does not appear
such a serious matter as when the specimens are
unused,  Even a small used collection, if made

| Fair

’ up of carefully selected specimens, will always
!‘ln k well, and its value will contivually in-
1se. v

| Donot put into your album stamps which are
50 badly defuced that it requives w careful ex-
amination to determine if the specimen be f
Austrin or from Turkey. A little care in select
ing will add much, not_ouly to the beauty of
ion, but to its value us well.  Get
w with even margins as far an possible
lightly but distinetly cane Avoid speci-
mons g0 cancelleil as to spoil the appearance of
the portrait, or whatever the desi 8, or
marked so that it is hardly possible to tell
whether the stamp is a 10 reis or 100 reis of
Brazl,

| Finally, have a care in mounting your stamps,
Use hinges and then you can easily change a
poor specimen for a better without injuring your
album. Never paste your specimens in solid.
This is a velic of the barbarous age of collecti
and we now live in a more enlightened ti

Stray Humor.

“Herve is astamp from Turkey, and another
from Guinea,” suid Unele |

{

“ O, thank you,” eried Baylis, *“Maybo I'll
get one from Rooster next.”
| A PLAY IN ONE ACT,

| Druggist (aside) w, by my halidom,
heve cometh the ter of the rich Judge
| Turquoise.  Forthwith must T hasten to pin
beneath my elixie anvinted moustache my most
| entraooin i methinks this peerloss
maiden her to rchase  of me
countless stores of perfumery, blush of roses,
¢ i, and pills, To the Lady— ‘Ah,
ing, madam.  How can [ serve you
" ak on, and o will attend,”™

Lady = * Good sir, an’ it please you,
methinks 1 should like to purchase a two cent
postage stamp,  Thanks, awfully—nay, noths
1 wish, But, alas | what shall 1
3 ule have [ left behind, and
already have I adomed this packet with the
stamp How fivmly it adheres—ah, woe is me, "

Druggist (gallantly) ** Let it not vex your
gentle spivit, madam,”
it Lady - Thanks, awfully,  Adieu.”
(exit lady).,

Druggist—*To perdition with these sim-
rering, sighing creatur Away, smile, from
eneath lfny friendly shelter and appear there
again ! "Sdeath and all the rest of the
y words which u knight way safely use, This
but the sixth time I have been thus fooled
since yester's sunarose.  Get thee gone, smile, 1
say. Henceforth thy master is a hardened
man, "
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Forgeries Recently Discovered.
Hotnasn, —Unpaid letter stamp, 1881, one
gulden, blue and rel. Mr. K. Kowing,
reports a very dungerous forgery of this stamp,
kv, —Current 10 and 20 paras, 1 and 2
pinstres, sureh h the word ** Taxe,"
and the equivale kish characters ; two

compiete  sets current  issue,  surcharged
“lmprime.” in ped: three unpaid = letter
stamps of the former issue; twen vus and

one pinstre, surcharged ** Imprint,” in_ black,
The above surcharges are all false, and have
never been in use in any post office in the
Turkish Empire,

1868, Yo,
with forged
above values have been se

blue ; 1870, 6,
dille,  Only the
but probably

others exist,  The grille in those that have
b vnined was too much oblong in shape,
and 1) 0 composing same were too far
apart, Fre Gy,

IIuhumry Secrctary,



