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APRIL 27. “SAMUEL’S CALL.”
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It is clear that the witness of God's Spirit 
must precede the witness of our own 
spirit. For knowledge of acceptance 
with God must precede knowledge of the 
changes which follow acceptance.
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1. The assurance of God's Word. In 
the Bible, which is the Word of God. 
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4. How may we distinguish the true 
witness from a delusion? If you should 
still Inquire, How does the Spirit of God 
witness with our spirit so as to exclude all 
doubt on our part, the answer is to hand.

(a) As to the witness of our own spirit. 
The soul evidently perceives when it loves 
God, and delights in Him; just as when 
it loves a friend and delights in his com
panionship. Hence, he that loves God. 
that delights in him with a humble joy,

obedient love, is a child of God. 
Thus, a Christian man can in no wise 
doubt of his acceptance with God, of the 
fact that he is a
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small and great, and usually from lowly 
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do know him, if we keep his 
commandments.” 2:3. Our hearts tes
tify whether or not we keep God's com
mandments, and if we do (on the basis 
of faith), then the Word assures us that 
" We know God." " Whoso keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the love of 
perfected; hereby know we that we are 
in him.' 2:5.
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“ Hereby we know that we dwell 
him. because he hath given us of 
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Now, here are plainly set forth the 
marks of the followers of Christ:

" If we keep his commandments; " 
" Whoso keepeth his word; " “ Every 

that doeth righteousness; " “ And as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God."

If these marks are evident In our heartn 
and lives, then we have God’s Word for 
It, that we are the sons of God. This is 
rational evidence, the witness of our own 
spirit, our reason, our understanding. If 
then we have the consciousness that we 
are inwardly conformed, by the Spirit of 
God, to the image of his Son, and that 
we walk before him In justice, mercy and 
truth, doing these things which are pleas
ing In his sight, then we are assured by 
the testimony of our hearts to these 
things, that we are the children of God.

Illustration.—Oxygen is a colorless, 
gas. It sustains life 

supports combustion. It forms 20 
per cent, of the atmosphere. By compo
sition with hydrogen in the proportion of 
two to one, It forms water. When 
characteristics exist the element is 
gen. So when the above spiritual 
acterlstlcs exist, the person is a Chris
tian, and is thus assured or the fact.
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does the Spirit of God “ bear witness with 
our spirit that we are the Children Of 
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POINTS FOR THE PRKNIHENT.

This topic presents one of the dis
tinctive doctrines of Methodism—and a 
precious doctrine It is. Do all in your 
power to lead the young people to an in
telligent understanding of Its meaning 
and its application to their own experi
ences. Have four brief papers or ad
dresses prepared by members of the 
League as follows :

I can know that I am saved (1) By the 
assurance of God's Word. (2) By the tes
timony of my own spirit. (3) By the 
testimony of God's Spirit. (4) How may 
I distinguish the true witness from a de
lusion? You will find help on all these 

uirles in the foregoing exposition, 
ch contains much of John Wesley’s 

putting of the case.
THEO. J. PARR.
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and praying, and teaching, and doing 
great services ; little things, if done in 
Christ's name, are ministries just as 
beautiful and as acceptable as the great
est things the greatest people can do. 
1 Ike Samuel, we can open the temple 
doors and light and trim the lamps by 
feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, 
caring for the poor, comforting the 
troubled, bringing our associates to the 
Sabbath-school and League and church 
services, and when we perform such lit
tle ministries to others. Christ tells us 
we are doing them to Him. " Inasmuch 
as ye did it unto one of the least of 
these, ye did It unto me."
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was obedient, and his heart was open to 
divine influence. God spoke to the 
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