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THE RELIGIOUS NEWBPAPER.

The Inflience of ¢ good religious
newspaper as a co stant visitor in
the family, we think Is greatly under-
rated. It is regular food for the mind,
and is a constant Invigorator of the
family thinking.

In a well-conducted religious news-
paper there are many points discussed
in brief articles, and much information
i d from to which
few of the readers themselves have
access. It : ay require only ten min-
utes to read and possess what it may
have cost the writer half a dav to
produce. What an amount of labour is
thus ©., sented in a single sheet!
Can such a collection of valuable mat-
ter be read, week after week, without
exerting a very decided influcnce on
the road?

Making all allowance for any indif-
ferent matter which even a religlous
paper may contain, there is enough of
a truly valuable character furnished
during the vear to render it cheaper,
in a pecuniary point of view, than
any i t of matter i
ed in books. While the paper should
not set aside the use of books, its value
ought not to be overlooked, as it minis-
ters to our ever-recurring wants, and
refreshes the mind in those hours that
lie between or more sy
atic study. "

1t Is not a fanciful idea that a differ-
ence is discernible between a family in
which a religious newspaper is well
and regularly read, and one into which
such an educational messenger never
enters, It mav rot be olways easy to
describe the difference, but it is felt
in mauv wave to exist In regard
to the operations of the Church espec-
jaily, you feel a wideness and freshness
in such a family which you find aot
where the paper is absent. How cun it
be otherwise? The very selfishness
which excludes a religious pape: from
the family is alreadv a sad contrac-
tion, The absence of *he information
which such a paper alone can give,
muakes the narrowness which vou feel
to exist still more oppressive. All
pastors know what this contractedness
{8, though it may be difficult to de-
scribe it

If any have heen tempted by the
severity of the times to dismiss their
newspaper, we beg them to consider
the matter. However much you may
feel the necessity of economy, you can-
not afford to suspend your Church
paper. What you save by it in money,
you will certainly lose In that which
is much more valuable and precious.

The great design of 4 religious news-
paper s to do good, not alone by pub-
lishing what everybody belleves, but
what only a few may believe; publish-
ing the latter because the few may
possibly be in the right, and if they
are not, their utteramces will at any
rate serve to awaken thought and
elicit profitable discussion; thus help-

comm

THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

In a well considered article In its
last issue for the old year, the St
Mary’s Journal offers the following
timely suggestions to Its readers:

Bul It Is the future which presents
the real problem. After all, our study
of the past is only of value as it
shows us mistakes, and sins of omis-
slon and comn ission, to avold for
the future. What do we intend to do
with our lives this next year? That
is the cruclal question. If we mere-
ly intend to live, we might as well
belong to the vegetable kingdom. The
elm that shadows your porch will
Go as much as that, If we only intend
to enjoy the golden bubbles of the
moment, without plan or thought
we nigr as w+l have been born
butterflies or song birds. Human
Leing, however, are expected to do
more than drift with the Dbreezes
of chance that blow upon them, no
matter how softly they fall upon the
cheek.

The person who plans the cam-
paign of the future is far more apt
to achleve than the careless-minded
who lets each day solve its own
problem. We set a task to children,
for we think that if they do not
work by programme they will not
accomplish much. Now, if this Is a
good rule for the child who is dls-
tracted from more serious things by
play, why Is it not a good rule also
for the adult who Is equally dis-
tracted from mental enrichment by
work? Most of us have to give a
great deal of our time and strength
to making a 'lving; and it is easy
to persuade ourselves that this s
all that is necessary to remalin alive;
tut we shall be in the same posi-
tion as the child which spent all
its time in play.

The people who are at this season
looking back upon the last year with
the greatest satisfaction are those
who sald to themselves at the begin-
ning that they would do thus and so
during the next year; and then set
out with determination to keep their
word. They may have mapped out
a course of reading. They may have
aetermined to learn a language not
their own. They may have taken up
the history of some epoch and famil-
farized themselves with it. They may
lave learned something new about
their profession, be it farming or
what not. But they have done gome-
thing definite, with the result that
they are better equipped this New
Year's than they were the last,

Mr. Chen, a Chinese student, when on
his way to the convention of the Stu-
dent Volunteer Movement at Rochester
last week, was turned back at Wind-
sor. The Canadian authorities d
ed the $500 poll tax before he would be
permitied to pass through, although he

fed by the Rev, Dr. King,

ing it may be, to preserve i
opinion from the dangers of stagna-
tion. It is probable, therefore, that
now ard then we shall insert an article
which gome subscribers whom we es-
teem, and whose favor we desire to
have, will not like; and we helleve
that we can afford to trust to the good
sense of them all for. the continuance
of their kind regards, even though we
may have inadvertently trodden upon
their tenderest corns. They want a
paper shall reflect all shades
of view which are consistent . with
charity towards God. They wish to
know what other men are thinking, as
well as to see reflected their own pet
thoughts. They are accnustomed to
snppose that there may be good in
things of which they themselves had
never thought of, or thought of only
dely; and are fore willing to
be en by candles which are
not of thelr own dip.

was

of Pekin Unlversity, who had assured
him there would be no difficulty. Mr.
Chen is a post graduate student at Ann
Arbor, Mich., and according to the Rev.
J. Goforth, our Canadian missionary,
one of the finest Christian men China
has produced. He was at one time
tutor to the sons of Li Hung Chang.
When the Windsor authorities turned

.him back, Mr. Chen exclaimed: “It

must come to this, China must have a
great navy and army of her own. Only
then will these Christian nations res-
pect us.”

Mr. Goforth, who has been many
years in China, says such Incidents
are deeply resented by the Chinese
people, and do much to harm Can-
ada's infloence and trade In that Em-
pire. er, in response to an urgent
telegram from Mr. Mott, chairman of
the convention, Mr, Chen went on to
the convention via Toledo.

LITERARY NOTES.

We have recelved from Messrs, B,
W. Partridge, of London, the January
fssues of The British Workman and
The Family Friend, both full of useful
and entertaining reading, fully IHus-
trated. In the latter publication are
given the opening chapters of a new
story, “Roden’s Choice,” by Annle B.
Swan,

From Messrs. Cassel and Company
(Toronto and London) are received the
December numbers of Cassell's Maga-
zine, the Quiver, the Girl’'s Berlin and
Little Folks, all richly suggestive of
the holiday season, and #l1 beautifully
fllustrated. The periodical literature
sent out by this old established house
can be reccommended without reserve.
Secure sample coples and then make
cholce of the ones best meeting your
taste and requirements, Ask from
your bookseller, or address Cassell Co.,
42 Adelalde St. West, Toronto.

The Canadian Almanac for 1910,
sixty-third year of publication, con-
talns so much useful Information as
to make this valuable annual quite
indlspensable to every professional and
business man In the country. Indeed,
if given & place in the home
of every farmer from the Atlantie to
‘the Pacific our rural friends would
find themselves in possession of a
book of reference worth many dollars
instead of 50 cents. With every copy
of the Almanac 18 given a map of Nip-
i#sing District, showing the famous
sllver region in Ontario. 496 pages.
Toronto: Copp Clark Co., Limite 1,

During the past year each succeed-
ing issue of “The Studlo” appeared to
be an Improvement on the preceding
one; but the December number, in
several Important respects, Is better
than any of its predecessors, The
Publ'shers know how to make a fine
art magazine and readers get the very
best that thelr skill and experlence
can give them. Go to James Hope &
Sons for the December Studlo, and at
the same time leave your order for
1910. During all the months it will be
to you “a thing of beauty"”—pr constant
source of pleasure. 44 Lelcester
Square, London.

Current Literature begins the new
yvear with a January number In which
all the departments are well-sustain-
ed. The principal articles are: Live
Wires in the President’'s Message;
Future of Standard Oil: The Lords’
side in the Budget case. The World's
Most Difficult Problem; and the Latest
Triumph of the Mono-Rall. In “Per-
gons in the Foreground,” a readable
paper on Premler Asquith with a por-
trait; also The Peer who put the Bud-
get out of the House of Lords, with a
portrait of Lord Lansdowne. The ar-
ticles on “Is Roman Catholicism De-
clining” and The Real Issue In the
Christlan Science Controversy will
have many readers.

The Winnipeg Free Press gives poly-
glot New Year's greetings to its read~
ers in three different Indian languages,
English, French, German, Italian, Gae-
lie, Danish, Swedish, Icelandic and
Polish, as follows: :

Mino-oski-pipon.

Happy New Year.

Buon eapo d’anno.

Gladeligt Nigt Aar.

Bleadhna Mhaith ur.

Gluckliches Nena Yahr.

Ayakarsi-norketjurtoyeh,
ley orka kir Lukkellg Nig ar,

Une bonne et heurese annee.

leg Duke De en Lukkelig Nhye Mar.

Ki-ka-wi-mivo-ayan oma ka wikitt-
waur-ts-kiwick.

Winszuje nowegu szczesliwegu rohu.




