“An Orb of Light,”

One of our exchanges, says the Luth: ran
Observer, calls atiention to a remarksble
testimony to the work of Christianity, given
in the Jewish Encyclopedia, This encyclo-
pedia is edited by the most able scholars of
the Jewish Church, and is looked upon as
representing the very best thought of the
Jewish people. The most conservative as
well as the more liberal elements are repre-
sented, and that such a tesimony as this is
possible, is of itselt a notable thing, The
extract is from an article on **Chnstianity in
his Relation to Judaism” It is writien by a
Jew and reads as tollows :

“Crristiamity, following the matchless
ideal of its Christ, redeemed the despised
and ourcast, and ennobled suffering. It
checked infanticide and founded asylums
for the young; 1t removed the curse of slavery
by m king thé humblest hondsman proud of
being a child of God : it fought againsc the
crusliies of the arena ; it invested the home
with purity, and proclaimed the value of
each human soul as a treasure in the eyes of
God jand it so leaven:d the great masses of
the empire as 10 render the Cross of Christ
the sign of victory for its legions in place of
the Roman eagle. The ‘G lilean’ entered
the world as a conqueror.  The Church be-
came the educator of the pagan nations ;
and one race after another was brought
under her tutcrship.  The La in races were
followed by the Celt, the Teuton and the
Slav. The same burning enthusiasm which
sent forth the first apostle also set the mis
sionaries aglow, and brought all Europe and
Africa, and finally the American Continent,
under the sway of the omnipotent Church
Christiannty 1s not an end, but the means to
an end ; namely, the estabishment of the
brotherhood of manand the Fatherhood of
God. Here Christianity presents useif as
an orb of light,”

P —
Sparks From Other Anvils,

Lutheran Observer :  The work of foreign
missions, therefore, stands for a duty which
no Church can decline without suffering the
inevitable penalty of farrhlessness. To refus:
co-operation in the evangelizition of this
world means selt impoverishment. It is one
of the pre eminent instarces in which withe
holding tends to poverty.

Religious Intelligencer: It is too true
that only a small proportion of church
members deny themselves anything for the
sake of Christ and His kingdom. It all who
bear His name redlly gave themselves to Him
in selt denying service, what a power the
Church of Christ would have,

S. 8. Times: A pleasant smile will bring
gladness to a burdened heart. A kindly
word may bring to life the good that lics
dormant in an erring one. A sympathctic
handshake may be the mignetic touch that
brings a soul to Christ Dues your daily lite
leave a loving impress vpon your fellow-
man ? -

United Presbyterian: If Christ carries
the key 1o vur hearts and can enter when he
will, why does he stand at the door and
knnck ?  Because he has made man a free
moral agent and he will not enter without
his consent nor save him against his will,

Morning Star:  There ought to be much

more

time given to prayer, to private
Eﬂyer. How many of you give God half an

our a day, alone with him in prayer ?
Withowt much prayer there cannot be any-
thing more than a :uperficial, a seeming, a
ficutiuus growth.
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Mar. 13 Destructive Appetites.
Some Bible Hints,

God's hand is writing every man’s destiny
(. 5), but He is writing at the man’s dicta-
uon,

The ecarnal man belongs to a kingdem
that is humb.red (v. 26) ; the spiritual man
belongs to the endless Kingdem of Heaven.

Gud's balances weigh men daily (v 27).
Those that go up in the balances go down,
into rumn and death,

If a man will not use the talent he has—
or intellect, health, or spiritual power, it is
taken from him, and those that will use their
talents pass ahead of him (v 28).

Suggestive Thoughts.

A good appeute will specdily make a man,
but an evil appetite will as speedily unmake
him.

Strong drink will drive any mar from a
greater kingdom than Belshazzar's— the king-
dom of punity and peace.

How God is longing to write with the
finger of the voter abrve every saloen dcor,
“Mene, mene, Tekel, Upharsin” |

When a man becomes a drunkard, he
steps down from the throne of his lite, and
all the devils rake ‘urns in filling it.

A Pow lllustrations,

A man is a gencral, ana hi: aj petites are
his army ; but it the army is not under con
trol, it slays the general

An appetite is an «dged tool, allowed to be
sharp, but firmly held,

God gave us appetites as He gave us
ropes-—to draw loads with, not to hang our-
s lves.

One of the most powerful explosives can
be made from sugar ; so the worst appetites
are perversions ot the best,

To Think About,

Am I “keeping the body under” ?

Am I using the best appstites to drive out
the evil ones ?

What am I doing to promote the iemper-
ance reform ?

A Cluster of Quota’lons,

A drunken man is iike a drowned man, a
fool, and a madman.— Shakespeare

Shall I, to please another wine-sprung mind,

Lose ull mine own ?—George Herbert,
Ah! See where the wild blaziog grog-shop ap-
ars

As the red waves of wretchedness swell ;
How it burns on the edge of tempestuous years,

The horrible lighthouse of hell !

~McDonald Clark.

Govern well thy appetite, lest Sin
Surprise thee, and her black attendant, Death.
=Milton,
The Soclety's Gulde,

He sheuld be the pastor. The Christian
Endeavor society aff rds the best means of
getting in touch with the young peeple of
the church, and setting them to work. If,
before the birth of the Christian Eadeavor
Society, the average pastor had been able to
bring together weekly half as many young
people to a speeial meeting as now come to-
gether of their own aceord, he wou!ld have
been glad indeed.

Here are some of the ways in which the
pastor may work with his soeiely :

By presence at the meetings of the execu.
tive committee, and often at those of other
commitiees,

By occupving five minutes at the close of
each Erdeavor meeting, with a closing wurd

on the topic.

By the formation in the society of a
pasior's aid ecommittee.
By hearty participation in the socials,
« ion of good testimonies in

the prayer meeting.

By giving the Endeavorers something to
do in the church prayer meetings, and ia the
other work of the church.

Companionship.

This tenderest power of companionship 1s
of singular force and bestows especial bless-
ing in hours of grief and misfortune. Half
the world hemoans its incapacity to assuage
grief or soothe the sharpness of bereavement,
There is a dominant and irrepressible, though
unknown, note of selt which thwarts the
aff crionate desire of the heart seeking to
come near the sufferer,  In its hour of trial
a man's spirit can only he comforted by those
with whom he can find “satistying compan-
ionship” in silent nearness. The beautiful
perfection of such love, or friendship, or
devotion has to be buiit up in the relinquish-
ment of controversy and a readiness o
comprehend fully what it cannot share.

——— e——
Daily Readings.

Mon., Mar. 7.--Esau’s appetite.
Gen. 25: 29 34
Tues., “  8.~Ben-hadad's appetite.
1 Kings 20: 12-20
Wed., ' g.—Israel's appetites,
Ex. 16 : 2.5
Thurs.,, ** 10.—Leanness of soul.
_ Ps. 1061 13415
Fri., ' 11.—~The drunken servant.
Matt, 24 : 48-51
Sat., ' 1a.—Deforming appetites.
Rom. 1 : 1825
Sun,, Y13 —Topic. Appetites that unmake

men. Dan §: 1-5, 24-28.

Qo

Beauty is to be acquired, but it cannot be
won by earth’s cosmetics. True beauty can
comie to one on earth only by reflection from
heaven's glory.  1e who would be beautiful
must be made so by the tran-figuring light of
his soul's saintliness. Christ in one gives
Christlikeness to the one who represents
Chrit. I'nis is the way to grow beautiful.
-S. 8. Tim's.

= ——

Guard within yourself that treasure, kind.
ness  Know how to give without hesitation,
how 1o lose without regret, how to acquire
without meanness. Know how to replaee
in your heart, by the happiness of those you
love, the h-ppiness that may be wanting in
yourself. =~ F W Faher.

Sl b

There was no pomp, no oratory, no pro-
cessions, no inumphal arches when the
Great Conqueror came to his kingdom.  But
heaven sent a star for men who were wise
and a song for men who were faithtul—and
all this while the great world was asleep.

———l)

It is not, “How much have you done "
but *“In what spirit have you acted ?” Not,
“How long?” but “How well " Let us
only be genuine, honest, true, in everything,
however small, and we have in that tke sign
and pledge of an entire consecration of heart
and life to God.— james Freeman Clarke,

.-

No man or woman of the humblest sort
can really be strong, gentle, pure and good
without the worid being the better for it,
without <omebody being kelped and com
forted by the very existence of that good-
ness.—Puillips Biouks,




