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with religion. Al other things heing equal,
the broader a man’s nnderstanding of Chris
tian truth, the greater his hkelihood of illus
trating the many sided beauty and strength
of Christian conduct.  And yet, in founding
His church, Christ did not put the empha-
sis upon what we work out in the head, but
upon what we feel in the heart  His first
question was not ‘What do you think ?' but
‘What do you practice ? ilis test of dis
cipleship was not lodged in creed, but in
character.  For Christianity is not a specs
ulative coneept, but an active enthusiasm
and the only way to lcarn all that it means,
is by doing now what it means o you, and
thus making ready for further  illumination.
With ea e the stress of pol-
emic shifts more and more from the arena
of theology to the arena of life.  Men have
not ceased to be interested in matters of be-
lief, but they evince a growing  desire to
watch the practical effects of belief. The
church, thersfore, must take an interest n
everything which  concerns  mankind, and
teach us not merely how to d.e, but—what
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is far more difficult—how to live. She
must have a sancufed worldliness about her
which rev the grandeur of the present

and thus heats sordid materialism on its own
ground.  The tiue regeneration of the world
15 at once more radical and compre-
hensive than most of the  Quixotic  plans
which are hemng so constantly presented  be-
fore us.  And, therefore, the church of the
future, while welcoming those who, 1n a sin-
cere and reverent spirit, goproach the  ques
tion of human needs from another point of
view, has a mission peculiarly her own. She
is not called apon to take sides with any
class or faction or to nail any new gospel to
her door. Her work s to inaugurate  re-
form in the individual soul, and thus per-
meate socicty with the leaven of a Divine
|||||Ill‘\k'. -\.hl' must not Ill\ll\ P ISSCSS an oan-
telligent understanding of practical - affairs,
and a fervent sympathy with ali sorts and
conditions of men, but she must furnish ac-
tual proofs that Christ is still the power of
God, that He is the supreme guding spinit
btk in the realm of thought and action, and
that it is His laws and  Hos which,
carnestly apprehended and sincerely follow
e, will answer the mnspire
the hopes and ensure the progress of  this
new century.”
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BY REY
At the English Preshyterian Synod, in - pre-

senting  the  Westminster College report, Rev,
Dr. Wataon made an cloguent reference to this

We give his remarks in full
as reported i the London Preshyterian.  Our
contemporary says that the speaker was heard
with intense interest,

important subject,

It appeared to him, as a working ministers
tha the danger of the day was the increase
of negative thouzht and  negative  teaching
within the Christian Church, and the want
of a convincing affimation concerning  the
great  Chretian verities, The need of
religion had taken hold of the human mind
and obtamed a dwelling-place in the human
soul.  Their ministers oughit not to come
before their people with the suggestion of a
doubt, but with the decluation of a convie-
tion.  ‘This was what their people  wanted
when scated in their pews.  They could
speculate anywhere. They had come o the
church to be confirmed in the good news  of
salvation, and if the minister sent  them
away with a doubt whether Chiist was cver
raised from the dead, or whether He ever
Jived at all, then it were betier that such a
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church should be closed. Tt appeared to
him that whenever Christianity  had  taken
up the positive position with adequare schol-
arship and charity she had succeeded.
Whenever she had not taken up that posi-
tion she had failed. For instance, how
much was expected durning the early part of
last century from the Broad Church School.
Where was that school to day 2 The voices
were silent in that great  controversy.  Its
representatives were krown all - over the
battl-fiIds of England’s theological thought.
Its wrecks lay on every shore.  He would
mention the names of  Maurice, Kingsley,
Stanley, and one who approx'mated to that
party, 1t seemed to him, the brightest
preachor of the last  century, possibly the
most subtle preacher in the English language

Robertson, of Brighton,  Where to-day
was there any Broad Church party to speak
through their reviews, to moderate  both if
they needed ity and to give them sweetness
and light 2 The school was non-existent, or
it existent, was not reckoned as a factor, be-
cause they did not impregnate their disci-
ples with positive truth, and did not give
them that note of certainty which the High
Church on the one hand, and the Low
Church on the other gave, The Roman
Church came torward and said, “We are
satisfied by the Spirit speaking through the
Word,” and were they or the other wrong ?
People could take thair choice and enter
the one home or the other, and he was
haiunted with the idea that, it speculation
were to go further, the one that would be
the gainer was the Chorch of Rom o 1f the
soul’s hou-e were to be in a state of perpet-
ual disrepair, and 1 with 0o windows and
no doors and with a shattered  roof, then
men would be glad to shelter themselves in
that one which had at least aroof as a shel
ter as the sun began to set.  He hoped  that
he would not be charged by the house with
obscurantism or insuff -rable bigotry. He
was there to set no unreasonable bounds to
work and eriticism ; but he did honestly
confess he was beconing alarmed and  dis-
mayed. I the critical surgery be necessary,
let it remove the disaffection, or exercise it-
self on that alone.  But when he saw that
surgery, proposing to make its experiments
not on the body but on the heart, then he
tremb'ed, not tor health, but he trembled
for life.

It was impossible to descr'be the effeet
producd o some of them when they
saw tecently a certain encyclopedia issue its
luest volume, It was excecdingly signifi-
cant that the article which was an attack on
Christ's Gospel from the hands of two men,
one a church minister and one a  German,
should have appeared in that encyclopedia.
Articles appeared in the newspapers 1m-
me tiately after saying that ministers could
not believe, and did not believe, that which
they ascnibed to their Lord’s teaching. He
did not know he standpoint of the writer of
those aricles who triumphed in the defeat of
the Biv'e and taunted th se men for longer
giving such teaching. If evidence were
brought forward showing that the Divine
Spirit had not spoken by that book, or that
Christ had not nsen from the dead, ad
that there was no hiving C.ast and no sal
vation, he, speaking as an uninspired  man,
would be filled with unspeakab'e regret for
the loss of that great hope.  If any man
sud, “What did it matter ?” that Abraham,
Isaac, or Jacob never lived, he answerced,
“It to-k away at least the beginning of that
great history - which culminated  with  the
coming of Jesus Christy, and it took away
figures which were there as figures of the
proncers of faith,  Ihey came to the state-
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ment of an eminent scholar that, after
looking into everything, there were still nine
sayings which could be credited to Christ,
and, after looking into all, he was thankful
to say, he believed that Jesus lived ! He
had decided whether Chnist lived or not
from the most arbitrary rules of criticism.
It was most pathetic from the intellectual
point of view that a man should attempt to
settle such a question inside his little study,
with dirty, dusty windows, while, down. the
street of life outside was heard the tramp  of
the feet of the Church of God, trusting the
Lord Jesus, and following him through time
into eternity.

Sparks From Other Anvils.

United Preshyterian :  We are not able
to preach the gospel in all languages. Do
we preach it faithfully n the one language,
with which we are familiar > On the day
of judgment, one *tongue” will be enough
to be responsible for.

Lutheran Ohserver :  Many a  spiritual
decline that ends at last in complete apos-
tasy begins in what we call mere neglect.
The descent from strength to weakness, from
spiritual hife to spiritual death, proceeds at
even pace with the growing indifference to
Christian duty, privilege and worship.

Michigan Presbyterian : It is a pity that
labor and capital are so often at war. He
will be the benefactor of his race who can
bring together the capitalist and the labor-
ing man, and substitute a state of peace and
friendly co-operation for the condition of
warfare which seems to have become chronic.

Herald and Presbyter :  The pastoral re-
lation is one that calls for mutual respect
and affection between pastor and people,
and there should be nothing on either side
indicating the absence of these qualities or
calculated to destroy them in the other.
Let there be tender love and regardful at-
tentions, in the name of Christ, that every
interest may be subserved and the work of
the church carried on to the very highest
and best advantage.

Canadian Baptists :  Why any healthy,
wzll-nourished boy should resolve upon put-
ting an end to his own life is a riddle that
no one can solve. And yet we hear not in-
frequently of suicidal attempts, more or less
successful, which are made by lads only in
their teens.  If the truth were fully known
in such instances it would probably be seen
that the chief blame rests upon the detailed
and sensational reports of all manner of
crimes which abound in the daily press, and
in the cheap trashy literature of the day.
It is the stern duty of all parents and guar-
dians to provide young people with pure
and wholesome books and papers, and none
other.

Christian Observer :  Some critics of the
Bible are very sure of their positions, —just
as sure as were the critics of one or (wo
generations ago that reading and  writing
were almost unknown in the days of Moses.
In the new Encyclope lia Biblica Professor
George Adam Swnith expresses a “hope  that
no ody will go to Beer-sheba looking for the
seven wells” which give name to the place.
B it recently Prof. George 1. Robinson, of
McCormick Theological ~ Seminary, has
found the seven wells, and prints in the
Biblical World a description of six of them
with photogravures of them.  The frequency

of such discoveries as this is very refreshing




