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This work is a continuation of Dr. Smith’s “ Dictionary of the Bible, which has 

become a household book throughout the land.
Beginning where the Bible Dictionary ends, it embraces the first Eight Centuries 

of the Christian Era, or the period from the time of the Apostles down to that of 
Charlemagne.

The Subjects treated are. “the organization of the church, its officers, legislation, 
discipline and revenues ; the social life of Christians ; their worship and ceremonial, with 
the accompanying music, vestments instruments, vessels and insignia : their sacred 
places ; their architecture and other forms of art. their symbolism ; their sacred days 
and seasons ; the graves or Catacombs in which they were laid to rest.”

The most Painstaking and comprehensive research through thousands of 
scarce and costly volumes, the careful and critical examination of numberless authorities, 
the most catholic and impartial survey of each subject are here embodied, to give to the 
Christian public a knowledge of the life and institutions of t e Prim tive Church, never 
before attainable by any one except by many years of study and a resort to the great 
centres of literature.

The authorship of ‘every article, however brief, may be readily learned, the 
initials of the writer’s name being appended, and these can be interpreted by the full list 
of contributors, with their titles, whfcn prefaces the work

It is a Library in itself—a condeneaton of the learning and scholarship of the 
past eighteen centuries respecting the Antiquities of the early Christian Church.

To the Minister this Dictionary of the Church is an absolute necessity.
To the Sabbath School Teacher and Pupil it is an auxiliary that cannot be 

overrated.
In the Library of bvery intelligent Family it is worthy to take a place beside 

the Books that are consulted or studied, as household Guides or Helpers.
Both volumes have a magnificent Cyclopedia—yet so cheap as to be within the 

means of all lovers of religious literature.
In Fine English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, - per Vol. $3.75
In Leather, Library Style, ' ................................................. " 4-5&

The Dictionary will be sent by mail, postage paid, on receipt of price.
• __________

The name of William Smith is associated with a series of dictionaries which has grown 
to colossal proportions, and in the extension of which no end has yet been reAhed. The
* ~ . • - ............................... - ‘ Greek and R man Biography

• »» (2 vols.,) and of the “Bibhv’
___ _ ____________ ____________ ___,,_____ _ forming an Encyclopedia upon

Classical and Biblical topics, the supreme excellence of which has been acknowledged 
wherever the English language is spoken. To these great works is now to oe added a 
fourth, in two volumes, which he has since promptly reproduced io this country. It is a 
'Dictionaryof Christian Antiquities ; in purpose and scope a continuation of the “ Diction­
ary of the Bible.” In plan and form it resembles that and its predecessors above named. 
And in manner of execution it is entirely worthy of a place by their side. The most
rapid ex imination of this Dictionary is sufficient to show that it masses an amount of 
information which has hitherto been wholly iuaccessible even to ordinary students. That 
there has been no intentional departure from an honorably candor there is every ground 
for believing.—from the Congregationalist, Boston,
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