82 CANADIAN JOURNAL OF MENTAL HYGIENE

ures for Scotch, Irish, English, French, and then the more remark-
able drop for European peoples. The contrast is so striking that
anyone selecting as a foundation the mere constituent proportions
of “Infirm” by birthplace or by origin, or by both, must abide by
the issue, unexpected as it may be; or discover some data other
than the official census on which the argument may be based. But
even with the data of the census as a foundation the analysis into
constituent factors tells very little regarding the weakness or the
strength of particular races or nationalities in Canada. Indeed,
there are several fallacies underlying this mode of treatment of the
problem of the immigrant. It is assumed that if the immigrant
were excluded our burden of mentally defective, idiotic and insane
would be reduced by more than half; or it is assumed that if the
defectives were rigorously excluded at ports of entry and only the
healthy and normal allowed to enter many of our problems due
to insanity and feeble-mindedness would disappear; or, it is as-
sumed, that we are too much overwhelmed by the floods from
degenerate Europe. All these assumptions may be considered in
the light of the foregoing tables, and they will all be disproved,
whereupon it may be found that there is a great fallacy in the
tables themselves. For by these tables the alien stands far superior
to the British and the Canadian, and so much superior that a sus-
picion arises as to the accuracy of the basis. And the basis is
manifestly wrong. For it should not be a question of absolute
constituents of a class, as an extreme illustration may show. Each
of five persons is insane—English, Irish, Scotch, French, and Rus-
sian. According to constituent proportions all are on the same
footing, but in the community from which they come, there are 100
English, 50 Irish, 25 Scotch, 10 French and 1 Russian, and that one
Russian is the insane one of the above 5—i.e., 100 per cent., while
the English have furnished only one per cent. of their number.
Yet it is on just such basis as the latter that a comparative esti-
mate of the various races should be made. For the question is,
What proportions of the various nationalities in our midst are in-
sane or idiotic or defective? That question cannot be answered
with anything like accuracy unless a complete survey be made, and
even then would be only a sort of approximation. But if the statis-
tical data of the census be used, one can ask what is the percentage
of the various peoples who manifest these features of infirmity?
And the comparison of the percentages may then furnish a basis
for judging the “quality” of the nationality.




