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followed the act of cutting down a tree under
the cir<!umiitancea iianieil? Ike was sorry,
nevortheiesi, as he sat and thought about
the doctor's " going o»r mad." A deep and
sincere feeling of regret pervaded his mind as
he recalled the tishiiim.ole, and remembered
that he ha<l not, .in the brief time, had a
chance to use it.

CIIAPTEK VIII.

IKK ANn SIM AT THE FARM.—THK
WOODCHl'CK. — THE HOKNET'h
UNCLE TKACy IN TROUBLE.

DROWNEO
NE.ST. —

Sim Walters had an uncle that lived a few
miles up the big river; and Sim had invited
Ike to spend a week with him at his Uncle
Tracy s farm in hayin>;-time, assuring him a
hearty welcome, especially from his aunt
Martha an<l cousin BiU'. Mrs. Partington
was unwilling that he should go aniong
strangers on such an invitation as this ; and
Sim wrote to his aunt Martha to know if it
would be agreeable to have them come.
1 he answer being very favourable, the boys,
shortly after vacation began, went on their
visit.

The farm was near the river, and they
went by a packet which cariied freight from
liivertown to places on the stream
They found Bill waiting for them, at the

ianding He was very glad to see them, ann
escorted them up to the house. Uncle
Iracy was out in the fields ; but Aunt
Martha received them very kindly, and said
she hoped they would enjoy themselves.
Ihey said they thought they should , and,
after eating a half-dozen doughnuts and
dnnking a pint of milk apiece, they walked
out to look over the place.
The house was an old-fashioned weather-

stamed affair, la «;e and comfortable, with a
green lawn m nt of it, shaded by grand
elnn-treea. This was enclosed by a fence •

and outside of the fence was the barnyard'
where the turkeys and fowls ran about with
great freedom. One large white rooster at-
tracted Ike's attention ; but the bird seemed
suspicious of the stranger, and would have
nothing to do with him. He strutted otfwith lordly pride when advances were made
to him, and called all the hens around him
as If to tell them to look out for that lit.tl«
chap under the straw hat. There were porti
ly pigs in their pens, looking fat and com-

Kaf fl 'I'^f
"»l*|t"de8 of geese aid ducks,

that flocked noisily around a trough in thecomer of the yard, where a tall well-sweep
was used to draw water with.

Ike had never seen a well of this kind be-
fore, and he looked at it with much curiosity.

Ihe sweep' was a long and heavy pole,
siYpended at the mi.blle from the top of i
tall crotched post, thowell-pole "langinif fromthe small end of ,t. which was up if. the ^iV.the other en.l having a weight attached to
t -vhich bore It down to the ground. He
«.oke, into the w.ll, and Haw th, emptybucket hanging there .dose by the top. {Jimknew a I about it, but thou«ht he would letIke hnd out how it worked for himself. Ikeknew that somehow the pole wan made todraw up the water, but he .lid not see into

It at once
; so he went to the part which hadthe weight on it, and trio.l to*^ make it work

that way by lifting it up. This he saw wouldn'tdo at all, and Sim clapped his hands for funto see h.m try Ike then took hold of the
pole, and tried to pull it down. It camedown readily

: the bucket went into the well
as the heavy end of the sweep rose into theair; and ,n a few moments Ike drew up «bucket of cool water, shouting his triumph
and slopping some of the water over Sun
Bill came alonif just then ; and Sim told himhow Ike had tried to draw water by liftintr
the heavy end of the sweep, and they both

ln!?tK''- ir^"f ^^r'
^"^^'^ g-..d.naturedly;am then Uncle Tracy came into the yard

looking very seedy and very tired, said," How d'e do?" to Ike and Sim, and went
into the house. The boys soon followed him •

and *uch a nice supper as Aunt Martha had'
prepared for them Ike thought ho had never
tasted. After this Bill and the boys went
out to milking; thptis, Bill milked whilebim and Ike sat on the cow-yarrl fence.and Ikemade friends with the cow by holding out to
her a handful of grass which she reached out
to take, and came nigh tipping the pail everby doing so.

They all went to bed early, and Ike andSim slept together. They did not wake up till
late the next morning, and heard Bill, awaydown in the fields, driving some cattle out of
the corn. The robins were singing in the
trees

; and the white crower, on a cart be-
fore their window, gave a crow which seem-
ed to say, Uho-the-plague-are-you ?" They
could see from their window for miles np anddown the river. The morning sun was shin-
ing brightly, and the fishermen were already
ont m their boats trying for fish.

',', y*""*"' '" luring some -lines," said Ike.

J j"^^'*^^- ^"^'^'^ «°'= i'lta of 'eui, " re-
sponded Sim. " See there ! that man in the
boat 18 pulling one in.

"

Sure enough, he drew in what seemed to be
a fine large hsh ; and the boys watched him
with intense interest, seeing him eatch
severa .

"My gracious ! wouldn't I like to be
here !

" cried Ike.


