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returning there. Hallcck suggested that some good
man, like Sherman or McPherson, should be sent to
Memphis to take charge of the troops going east.
On this I sent Sherman, as being, I thought, the
most suitable person for an independent command,
and besides he was entitled to it if it had to be given
to any one. He was directed to take with him
another division of his corps. This left one back,
but having one of McPherson's divisions he had
still the equivalent.

Before the receipt by me of these orders the battle
of Chickamauga had been fought and Rosecrans
forced back into Chattanooga. The administra-
tion as well as the General-in-chief was nearly fran-
tic at the situation of affairs there. Mr. Charles A.
Dana, an officer of the War Department, was sent
to Rosecrans' headquarters. I do not know wliat
his instructions were, but he was still in Chattanooga
when I arrived there at a later period.

It seems that Halleck suggested that I should
go to Nashville as soon as able to move and take
general direction of the troops moving from the
west. I received the following dispatch dated
October 3d :

" It is the wish of the Secretary of War
that as soon as General Grant is able he will
come to Cairo and report by telegraph." I was
still very lame, but started without de:ay. Arriv-
ing at Columbus on the i6th I reported by tele-


