
l»e removed ? When therefore we endeavour to effect

the removal of these eviU, it cannot be deemed foreign
,

from the design of the annual epbtle. As the ohject ot

every ChristTan confederacy, whether of indiv duals ,„

churches, or of churches in associations, should be th«

a<Waucement of religion, it cannot be mconsistent with

the purpose of the present yearly meeting of the

churches, to invite the attention of the members to tho

importance of securing a well-informed muustry.

As the present subject is novel to many, it is nece*-

sarv, in order to prevent misapprehension and to re-

move some common mistakes^ and prejudices, to stat.

distinctly, before we attempt to show the importance

of education for ministers, what wd^inean bv education,

and also what we do not contend fo^^hile urging it8

importance. / ';. ^, .

By education then we mean literary traihing in van-

ous degrees, from the lowest, which conswtsXcliiefly in

the ability to speak and write the English knguage

wSf, propriety, to the highest that canje reached by

Jlie hWan mind. No Minister in the presentXday

deservJ to be called educated, unless he is at least hias-

terofMsownlangnage. The epithet cannot be jjro-

PCTl>|iMe<l to on« of less attainment; and even^his

LplWtion of it is not customary, for it generally implies

extensive and varied attainments. The education.,^hic»'

we think it desirable for ministers m general to possess,

consists in a knowledge of the origmal »ang»«f? ^fjJV'

Scriptures (in addition to agood command ©^ *»».«

»^?J"^'
in a familiarity with the principal branches of Biblicd

LiS^rature. and in menttd discipUne^ *»»?^

'^^^f
studying Mathemfiitics, Logic, and other saentific sub-

^''^Itis then for education intJ^ sense nc^esqdainedlJ^^

we wish to plead ; >ut in doing so, we desire^ disdwin

certain extravagaij^and erroneous opinions, that are

lleldby somea^ocates of an enlightened mmistry.

1. We io not mean tp contend, that none can^be

worthy and useful Ministers without EducaHon^Th}S

we cannot assert, b^use numerous examples both m
ancient and in modern times show the contrary. T^e

fifWh^eachers of our faith are weU known examples

of this kin<i
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