
10 THE VVAU AND ITS

deca<le just past, of tho bogiimings of a new iini>orial

constitution in tho Imperial (.'onferenco and the Im|X)rial
Secretariate, would have been itnpoHHiblo but for tho
wave of sentiment which spread over tho Dominions
durinj,' tho Boer War, so th(» still closer intercourbe, not
only l)etween individual Uritoiis, but also botweon tho
several British Governments engaged in a comuniu and
world-wide task, caruiot but contribute towardrf tho
solution of the groat British problem : tho problem of
allying self-governing nationalities in ,i permanent con-
federation for common j)urpo8es. As it is, tho German
attack is already convc^rting the loose congeries of
Dominions into, not indeetl a Zollvcrein, or Customs
Union, but a Kriegverein, or War Union—an organiza-
tion for militar; and naval co-operation. The capture
of the Emden by the Sydney is worth, not only for
imperial sentiment, but also for imperial organization,
far more than the Emden cost us In captured mer-
chantmen.

This is one more illustration of the strength in human
affairs both of circumstance and of the unconscious.
My Grerman friends, I have noticed, pay us what I have
always thought the undeserved compliment of ascribing
all our national success to conscious policy, pursued
with consistency generation after generation. If only
they could discover just what our policy has been and
is, they could imitate it, they seem to think, and get tho
same results ! It is in vain I have told them that I
thought we commonly had no policy, but just muddled
along somehow. That, of course, was a playful exag-
geration

; just as it is an exaggeration to say -hat the
British Empire has grown simply because it has been
attacked, and that it has been forced together only b'
outside pressure. But it contains quite as much of the
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