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The author also speaks of these stock-gamblers as usinft themost nsldlous means to influence public opinion in favorof their measures: and then proposes, seriously, a change in

I^fflT T*'^ °1 """"• """'""« *at this wiuld prove asufficient remedy for an evil which had its roots far down inthe whole system of irredeemable currency. As wellmjht aphysician prescribe a pimple wash for a diseased Ii"rVNow began to be seen more plainly some of the many waysin which an inflation policy robs the working"?a"s Asthese knots of plotting schemers at the city centers were be!coming bloated with sudden wealth, the producing classedof the country, though having in their poj^ession rSoreTnd

TJ, ZuT"^- ''"*" '''^"- '" *•>« "'hemes and speculationsput forth by st,«:k-Jobbers „,d stimulated by th^ prinringof more cuirency, multitudes of small fortunes wer" ab-sorbed and lost while a few swollen fortunes werrrloidlvaggregated in the larger cities. This crippled ITarge c a^

In the leading French cities now arose a luxury and licensewhich was a greater evil even than the plundering wWchministered to it. In the country the gambling spirif spread

rr 1 r"-^T 'H^
»'""'' thoughtful historian whom Ihave already quoted: "What a prospect for a countryXnits niral^population was changed into a great band S gam

Nor was this reckless and corrupt spirit confined to busl-nes« men; it began to break out in official circles, :md puHte
.jy.^' ^'*'' y^" '*'"«• '>ad been thought above ^lpossibility of taint, became luxurious, reckless c^calanjflnaUy corrupt. Mirabeau himself, who, not many monthsprey ous, had risked imprisonment and even dmh to S!tablish constitutional government, was aow-i>7this ve^time-secretly receiving heavy bribes. When, at the dow^

S the T.rr""^'"'''^^"""*'' ** famous iron che^tof the Tu leries was opened, there were found eviden^sthat^ta^s carnival ofinflationandcorruption.hel«d bin

.hAS^'M.^: mir^n"!- '"'"^""'o" <"• "• "««. d. I. bibuo-

t Von Sjrbel, yol. I, p. 273.
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