
THE GAME FIELDS OF ONTARIO.

Itis urifcd by maiiv thai Iho poor »ctllcr» in ihc back
country should bt pcrmilteJ to kill ilccr at all Ncasonx of
the year. And without lookiii); into the matter this sounds
reasonable.

As the law is at present, settlers, also Indians in unor-
ganized territories, are not amenable to any ol the provi-

sions of the name laws in as mueh as they may kill all they
r>>4uirc for their own use or that of their families, but must
not otherwise dispi.s, ,,f any. And this priviK»,'e is beinj;

abus..d in a manni- lat no doubt was never contemplated
by '.he LeKislalure. I have known muskrats and beaver
taken under this provision

; and when the parties were re-

monstrated with, they coolly said they had be.n killed for

food. Kill a beaver, destroy a skin worth from $io to Si j,

for fifty cents' worth of meat. Had the parly who trapped
them not known where he could dispose of the pelts, those
animals would never have been cauj,'ht.

I submit, and hav; ui^'ed, that the animai.- that are thus
allowed to he tai.en should be clearly specifud in the act,

ant! that they should be restricted to the takiu); ot deer,
moose and caribou alone. This is a striking,' illustration of
the wisdom and propriety of hed(fint; i ound unthinkinf; and
improvident persons with such restrictions as will effectually

prevent them from doinj; anythinj; the LejjHslature never
contemplated they should do.

As to poor .settler.s' rights, how many of them, or what
percentage of our population ever hunt any at all? There
are not twenty per cent, of the settlers in any newly opened
townships who ever either fire a shot, handle a steel trap,

or set a dead-fall. No doubt there are a number, but they
too are in a small minority who annually spend ten days
or two weeks in the fall of the year in the woods to have
a deer hunt and a few days' fishing. But at no other sea-
son of the year do those men ever handle either a riHe or


