letters

Archdekin clarifies Women’s Centre issue

Dear Editors:

A misquote in your October 5
issue has resulted in many bad
feelings between the York
Women's Centre and CYSF.

| never stated, or ‘maintained’
that “the Women's Centre’s fund-
ing is not inadequate because it
receives an operating grant in
excess of $3,000." This lead to the
response in your October 19 issue
which states that | say (“The York
Women's Centre) is entitled to
(the $3,000 operating grant).” The

Smoky Tim

Re: P. Ali’s letter, October 26
Dear Editors:

This is a short note to express our
gratitude that you have chosen to
criticize the location of Tim Hor-
ton's Donuts. It has given us the
opportunity to express our
opinion.

We also consider it absolutely
appalling that an establishment
which sells food should locate
themselves in such an unhealthy
environment. Fortunately,
nothing that Tim Horton's sells
could be remotely construed as
food.

And thus, we consider the loca-
tion quite appropriate.

Michelle Mathews

Cindy French
Chris Gabe

first quote is a very raw assump-
tion upon Excalibur's behalf. The
second quote was instigated by
the first.

The Equality Commissioner's
budget is used for programming
on the behalf of CYSF, sometimes
in conjunction with the various
groups whose interests are sim-
ilar. The York Women's Centre is
eligible to receive sponsorship
from the CYSF equality portfolio
for running events in conjunction
with the CYSF.

The York Women's Centre has

not applied for funding from the
Club's budget, but rather has
maintained that they are an organ-
ization to VP Finance Franco
Lofranco. Last year the York
Women's Centre did not receive
funding from the CYSF as a club,
and were financially independent
from CYSF.

This year | want the CYSF and
the York Women's Centre to have
a mutually beneficial relationship.

Sincerely,
Brian Archdekin
Equality Commissioner

Defending divergent opinion

Re: Reader criticizes Pro-Choice opin-

ion piece in the October 26 issue of

Excalibur.

Dear Editors:

Mr. Borst believes that, “after
about six to eight weeks a fetus is
just the same as us, a wriggling
mass of flesh using its tiny brain
every so often.” If Mr. Borst thinks
of himself as “a wriggling mass of
flesh using [his] tiny brain every
so often" | certainly will not argue;
indeed his callous characteriza-
tion of child bearing [“If abortion-
ists feel nine months of childbear-
ing is an inconvenience, well then
a lifetime of impoverished—
bearing through taxes is a real

bitch t0o.”] would suggest that
Mr. Borst has a fairly accurate pic-
ture of himself. | have no quarrel
with anyone who believes that
abortion is wrong, that Jesus is
the Christ, that people are quiver-
ing masses of flesh or that Elvis is
God; but we must not allow
governments to legislate any one
belief system so that merely hold-
ing adivergent opinion becomesa
crime. Mr. Borst ends his piece by
saying he wants us all to “make
the right decision, listen inside
yourself, not to your heart but to
your mind." But this advice is in
vain unless one presupposes that
choice is legal.

Michael Byram
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The Best Damn
Journalism Seminar \
You’ll Ever Attend.

Arnold Amber, executive producer of CBC news specials, will
talk about information gathering, writing and editing. Amber
was executive producer of The National, and foreign corres-
pondent for Reuters.

Bein 111 Central Square
November 4 atS pm.
All welcome.

Borst-blast

Dear Editors:

On October 26, 1989, Excalibur
stated a policy that you will pub-
lish letters up to 250 words. How-
ever, directly above this policy
statement you have printed a let-
ter which runs at least 800 words. |
feel sure that Mr. Borst would have
been happy to write his own
“piece of political propaganda
disguised as an article” for Exca-
libur to express his anti-choice
viewpoint. (Yes, Karl Borst, you
ARE anti-choice.)

However, his rambling and
often incoherent 800 word letter
has no place on a Letters to the
Editor page. Its length goes
against your own policy. Its con-
tent goes against common sense
and respect for women.

Susan Snelling

We will publish. space permitting,
letters up to 500 words. They must
be typed, double spaced, accompan-
ied by the writer's name and phone
number. Libellous material will be
rejected. Deliver to 111 Central
Square during business hours.

Cows must provide 2 pieces of i.d.
and are eligible for a special opinion
section, if we find their letters
moo-ving.




