Satanic cults prey on vulnerable kids

By MARK KEMP

atan has been around for mille-
S nia but it seems that in the last

twenty years he’s been getting a
lot of press.

The continuous flood of movies
and novels on the subject is a symp-
tom of the evil side of our inherently
religious nature.

But few people are aware of the
prevalence of occult religions, espe-
cially Satanic groups, due to their
complex hierarchical structures and
codes of secrecy.

Far from the Tarot cards or a cur-
ious reading of Anton LaVey’s
books, are the cases—and they are
becoming too numerous to be
ignored any longer—of ritual child
abuse in Satanic practices. Over a
dozen such cases of child abuse have
been uncovered in Ontario over the
past three years, usually by child-
welfare workers investigating
reports of assault on children. The
age group of children involved is
most frequently between four and
seven.

But detecting these cases is diffi-
cult, and prosecuting the victimizers—
usually adults related to the child
(and often parents) or trusted child-
care personnel (at day care centres
for example)—is even more compli-
cated. A well-publicized case in
Hamilton, involving sexual and vio-
lent abuse of children, graveyard rit-
uals and cannibalism, and reports of
human sacrifice, was dismissed after

forms of brutal sexual abuse so bad,
said the Society’s regional director
Sylvio Mainville, that four years
later there is still evidence of physical
damage.

The case may be re-opened when
or if one of the children is deter-
mined fit to testify in future, but in
the meantime the parents go free.
The bitter irony is that the worse
such cases of brutality are, the less
likely the perpetrators can be con-
victed. Mainville points out, in a
Globe and Mail article of December
18, that this is because “The younger
the child is and the more severe the
abuse, the more traumatic the court
process will be. Then the child will be
less likely to participate in the pro-
cess and the chances are better of the
perpetrators getting away.”

The principal stumbling-block in
such legal procedures is the credibil-
ity of the child, compounded by the
public’s subjective reaction to things
so far removed from their own expe-
rience and from their complacent
world-view. “None of us want to
believe [that satanic ritual child
abuse] can go on in our society,”
says George Caldwell, director of the
Ontario Association of Children’s
Aid Societies, in a Globe and Mail
article dated Dec. 22, 1987. I find
many people I talk to hesitate to get
involved. They say: ‘Let it go. It is
too slimy a stuff to get involved in.’ ™
People would rather attribute the
stories to over-active imaginations,

“I wanted 1o believe in the worst way that his was explainable on some
other basis, but | have a hard time looking at it logically and coming up

with any other conclusion.”

almost three years of investigation
and hearings costing millions of dol-
lars. The charges against the parents,
whom presiding Assistant Crown
Attorney Fred Campling described
as “‘depraved,” were withdrawn
when the three children were
declared by psychiatrists and social
workers to be too traumatized to
continue.

During the four years before the
children were placed in the care of
the Hamilton-Wentworth Child-
ren’s Aid Society, they were alleged
to have been subjected to numerous

to rented horror videos or violence
on television, or to heavy-metal
lyrics.

deal with these cases try to avoid

discussing a phenomenon not
covered by their Diagnostic and Sta-
tistical Manuals (DSM’s). Referring
to a major trial that took place two
years ago in Bakersfield, California,
involving scores of children in more
than half a dozen communities, one
child psychiatrist is quoted in the
Chicago Tribune as saying, **I wanted

Evcn many psychologists who

to believe in the worst way that this
was explainable on some other basis,
but I have a hard time looking at it
logically and coming up with any
other conclusion.” **People just
aren’t ready for this,” said another.

According to the director of the
Toronto-based Council On Mind
Abuse (COMA), Robert C. Tucker,
cases of ritual child abuse in the past
did not manifest themselves often

until adolescence or later. Then they
would be diagnosed as schizophre-
nia, and the patient medicated and
institutionalized. Only in recent
years are psychologists recognizing
the symptoms as Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorders induced by ritual-
ized sexual abuse at a younger age.
The believability of the young
child recounting incidents of Satanic
rituals is especially weakened by the
nature of the abuse: a highly sophis-
ticated process of mind-control
which breaks the child psychologi-
cally and then indoctrinates him or
her with the cult’s ideas about the
world. Many techniques are used to
make the child’s story, if it should be
revealed, confusing and dubious. In
a fact sheet compiled by a clinical
psychologist aiding police in the
California case, one symptom of
satanic abuse is reports of adults dis-

guising themselves as cartoon char-
acters, such as *‘Fred Flintstone,” in
order to make the story attributable
to the child’s vivid imagination and
the influence of television.

Certain extreme rituals, such as
human sacrifice followed by the bur-
ial of the bodies in a place the child
would definitely remember but
which would, on subsequent investi-
gation, be found to harbour no such

bodies, might also be used to create
disbelief. In the same Chicago Trib-
une article that reported the Bakers-
field trial, a similar case in Toledo,
Ohio is mentioned in which police
failed to find any of the 75 bodies
that were supposedly buried by a
local Satanic cult.

Recap, the journal of the (uUs)
National Child Assault Prevention
Project, lists the characteristics of
ritualistic abuse. They include: child
pornography, use of drugs (victims
often mention pink pills, or “stuff
that made them fall asleep™), sexual
abuse of all kinds, mutilation and
killing of animals, manipulation or
consuming of feces, urine and blood,
bondage, “‘religious rites, and sacri-
fice of other children. This last act
has been the cause of the greatest
skepticism, since no actual bodies
have been found in any of the cases.
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But every year, statistics indicate
that thousands of children in Can-
ada do disappear without a trace,
says Caldwell. While there is no posi-
tive evidence to link these disappear-
ances to Satanic cults, it is highly
unlikely that all of them are mere
runaways or parental abductions.

One of the most prominent
Satanic groups is the Church of
Satan, the largest legal satanic cult,
formed by Anton LaVey, author of
The Satanic Bible, and cASH (The
Continental Association of Satan’s
Hope) plus other secret groups with
unknown names and memberships.
It is these last, very powerful, elusive
groups which are the most likely
perpetrators of the heinous crimes to
children.

calendars and ritual practices

meant to enhance the presence
of Satan on earth. Many of the ritu-
als are inverted Christian sacra-
ments, symbols and practices, such
as the upside-down cross, the use of
excrement as a sacramental sub-
stance, or orgies and rapes which are
enacted to strengthen both the
resolve of the members and their
connection with their god.

Tucker explains that power is
thought to be derived from the cor-
ruption of purity (i.e., the systematic
psychological and physical assault of
children) and the destruction of life
(mutilation and sacrifice of animals
and humans). The breaking down of
personality is also intended to make
indoctrinated satanists of the child-
ren, thereby perpetuating the cult.

Motivation for joining satanic
cults are numerous: physical and
mental (the obtaining of power and
gratification of flesh and ego), social
and political (historically such cults
subverted Church and social oppres-
sors), or spiritual (especially because
of the sense of futility and ineffec-
tiveness often experienced with con-
ventional religions).

Adolescents are probably most
easily fascinated with the occult, and
although 1t is ridiculous to say that
any direct connection exists between
playing Dungeons and Dragons and
becoming a serious practitioner of
satanism, the impressionable
dabbler might be led toward a more
and more obsessive involvement.

The important thing is for the pub-
lic to be aware that this issue is a very
real concern and not mere cour-
troom sensationalism—and, as the
name of an Ohio-based organization
suggests, Believe the Children.

S atanic societies have their own

736-51585.

Winter/Summer 1988 Session Students

KEEP IN MIND

THE LAST DAY TO PETITION FOR PERMISSION TO
REGISTER LATE FOR FIRST TERM AND
FULL SESSION COURSES IS:

FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 26, 1988

THIS NOTICE IS A FINAL REMINDER. Students who had not paid
their academic fees and applicable late service charges by Friday,
February 12, 1988, were notified that enrclment in First Term and Full
Session Courses had been cancelled.

Any student wishing to be registered was advised of the need to petition
for permission to register late. Petitions which demonstrate administrative
default on the part of a University office or cover compassionate reasons
are considered. The Registrar’s decision is final.

Petitions must be submitted in writing. The appropriate form is available
from the Registration Office, Suite C130, West Office Building, telephone

Office of the Registrar

February 11, 1988

Dr. Allan Reitzes

Ferep Co-ordinator
Toronto Jewish Congress
4600 Bathurst Street
Willowdale, Ontario

M2B 3V3

Scholarship/Loans
Available

for graduate study in preparation for
Executive Positions

Jewish Federations
across North America.
For more information contact:

416-635-2883 Ext. 110

WANT TO MEET OTHER
JEWISH STUDENTS?
The JSF is pleased to announce our new
WEEKLY

BAGEL BRUNCHES

Drop in Thursdays
between 11:00 and 1:00

Commencing January 28th
in McLaughlin Master’s Dining Room
Price: $1.50 or 4 tickets for $5.00

For more information contact: Jewish Student Federation 736-5178




