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Fine Arts airin ouestion

8 DOUGLAS STEWART

Due to complaints  from some
members of the full time staff in the
Fine Arts Building, the status of air
quality and the effectiveness of venti-
lation systems are currently under
investigation.

David Kurosky, Assistant Direc-
tor of York Safety Department,
explained that an air testing contract
was tendered to consulting compan-
ies and that the best proposals have
been determined and wil] soon be
relayed to the Fine Arts department
for their assessment. Kurosky added
that Physical Plant has also submit-
ted a report of proposals from
another company hired to examine
the mechanics of the building’s venti-
lation system.

“The investigation is very com-
prehensive,” Kurosky said, **We
have even hired Dr. John L. Sulli-
van, arenowned expert on indoor air
quality.”

However, Kurosky explained that
if problems do exist with the air,
many potential hazards could be
solved through more stringent con-
trol on the practices of instructors
and students within the building.

“There are a multitude of chemi-
cals in the classrooms and studios.
Students do not observe health and
safety practices. We make no ques-
tion that some rooms are not suited

to specific  -eds, but house keeping

is zilch,” rosky said.

“Itisno' just a one issue problem™
Kurosky °d, “there are so many
parameter: (o look at. We have to
look at work habits. we have to look
at work | edures, we even have to
consider there is smoking in the

building. “There are a lot of things
coming out now that are going to
affect change. Train, educate,
control—that is where the primary
problem is.»

Patrick Ramlall, York’s health
and safety inspector, said that the
open space characteristic of the stu-
dios creates a lot of problems.
“There are a lot of operations that
are taking place at one time in Fine
Arts,” Ramlall said. **This operation
is not like the problem with asbestos
at Osgoode: that was only a single
item. We are left with a general meld
of problems.

The participating companies are
H.H. Angus Consultants and Dillon
Consulting Engineers. The Dillon
report analyzed the potential expo-
sure of students, staff and faculty to
chemicals and dust while studying
the general air quality in the Fine
Arts building. Based on these find-
ings, the report proposes recom-
mendations concerning the mechan-
ical ventilation of the building and
its effects on the air quality.
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