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EDITORIAL

Take along
a little
perspective

On your way across the river Thursday afternoon give a
thought to all the money we're going to get once Peter
Lougheed realizes we're serious’about our education.

While you shiver on the steps of the Legislature
expressing opposition to cutbacks and underfu
tuition increases, think of all the new books, test tubes, and
‘highly qualified professors, not to mention administrators,
janitors and international students which that money will
provide.

Free tuition. It'll be great. And a grant-loan system(i.e.
more grant than loan) to help pay rent and living expenses
will help hake our education just a little more complete. No
more book shortages: we'll buy half a dozen of each new title,
and keep the library o
Gee, then we'll be able to look private donors in the eye, as it
was, and say smugly ‘We want none of your self-serving
corporate-capitalist blood money here,’ thankyou. It will be the
- ultimate in living: payola for genuine democratic educational
egalitarianismopen the doors to all good people(egalitarians
think all people are good enough); quoth tﬂe sage: 'if it's
warm, it worth expressing itself.’ Send them all over and we’ll
educate them higfxly and forthwith they will build a better
society.

Perhaps 1 will stop just short of shortshrifting the
institution “primarily charged by society with beins concerned
about its past values and future hopes,” according to odr
university vice president academic Dr. George Baldwin.

But the consensus seems today to be that we must
responsibly perform this noble task by grinding out mére

raduates. Our performance might well someday be judged not
gy the numberof degrees thus conferred, but the quality of the
degree-holders, and in this, my idea of declining education
stems from quite different assumptions than our highly
motivated, well-meaning, and seemingly ubiquitous student
movemens? leaders.

I would make two points: first, to be sure, the institution
could use more support, and nothing but good will come of our
defending our interests, but at the same time we take too little
credit for our own miseducation. \

Second, if we continue to dream of an egalitarian society
where everyone benefits directly from higher education,
we will either consume resources which ought rightly to go to
more worthy causes ( for which we will argue there isn't
enough to goaround ) or we would as well stop calling what we
get here post-secondary education.

University president Myer Horowitz said at Con-
vocation last summer:

“Does this province want to have the' University of
Alberta at the very highest level along with Oxford and
Cambridge, Harvard amf Stanford, Toronto and McGill? Why
not? 1 suggest that if our primary principle is equalization and
if our gonf 15 to have all of our unsversities'on the same plane,
we shall probably succeed in achieving that goal, but at a very
high price because... none of our universsties will be judged to
be at the very top.”

Now, I would not wish to take Dr. Horowitz out of proper
context, nor to presume that we agree on all things, but I sense
a certain parallel here, and I think it is right-thi

ssively

integrity) simple plan. : ¢

We w gin by imposing challenging entrance
requirements to the university, either from high school or
after a post-secondary one-year probation, and eliminate
roughlyone third of the present student and staff population
through attrition. We would eliminate tuition fees and provide
assistance to those in need. Entrance would depend solely on
academic standards, not ability to pay. Students might evenbe

paid (through scholarships) for outstanding work, and the

competition would be fierce.

1f all of this sounds logical and fair, but elitist, and if you're
still with me, then you're on the right track, or at least you're
willing to listen.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Lunney advocates student march

Dear Editor,

I am writing with respect to
the General Faculties Council's
recent decision to cancel classes on
Thursday, March 11 between
12:30 and 3:30, so that staff and
students may participate in a
march on the Provincial
legislature. The vote in GFC was
41-27 in favour, indicating signifi-
cant support within the aca
community for this event. | urge

mic

) ing. To flesh.
it out, I even have a (politically unfeasible - it'sa measure of.

LETTERS

Letters to the Editor should be a
maximum of 250 words on any
subject, regardless of how much you
normally run off at the mouth. 'ic
fact that you are hot under the collar
doesn’t impress us in the slightest.
Also,- spastic, disjointed and semi-
intelligible writing is pure migraine to
read, and should be saved for your
professors, who deserve it. Thirdly,
the statement 'l think” is just a
theory, and considering the evidence -
3,877 predictable letters on every
subject - a rather dubious theory.
Finally, we reserve the right to hack,
chop, or shred any windy, illiterate, or
defamatory correspondence. Further-
more, if yon persist in sending us such
diatribes, Gateway special assistants
Vito and Ernie will take whatever

ALL students to participate and
NOT to take undue advantage of
this support.

If you have a classduring this
time period and the instructor has
not announced that the class has
been cancelled, then ask. Should
the instructor refuse to cancel your
class please contact me at 432-
4236 or in SUB 259.

Those students who are
unable to participate, due to prior

commitments in the clinic or
student teaching, are encouraged
to sign an Anti-Cutbacks postcard
at one of our information booths.

Whether it be marching or
signing a postcard I encourage you
to participate in your Provincial
Day of Action within the National

‘Week of Student Action.

Sincerely Yours,
Elizabeth Lunney
Vice-President Academic, SU

Cavity in dental funds

Due to prior commitments to
patients, which have been booked
months in advance, the members
of the Dental Undergraduate
Society cannot participate in the
march on the legislature on March
11, 1982. Therefore we would like
to use this opportunity to voice
our. opinion on the level of
funding of post-secondary educa-
tion. /

As students who are required
to provide professional services
after four years of training, we
cannot afford a cutback in funding.
These cutbacks affect the quali

materials. This compromises our
training and the level of future
dental services i this province.
‘In conclusion, the Dental
Undergraduate Society heartily
endorses the policies and stand of
the Student Union and the Anti-
Cutbacks team of the Universi
of Alberta in the National Wee
of Action Campaign. We wish
them well in voicing our concerns
as students to the Government of
Albertaand the Government of

Canada.
Sincerely yours,
Neville Headley, Pres.
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