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tobaccoj from lis pocket and was
quietly munching a large piece of it.

"That's ail, Denny."
Yo'ewantin' Streeter's crooked

jock taok off Advocate, Erin, for
fear he'd out put Creole over the
rail ?"

Riley nodded.
"Whn'll they put up in lis place ?"
-The best jock at the meetin' of

course-the only good boy that liasn't
a inoui in the race. And tlat's my
domn', too. I had Morley bespoke for
Advocate, and I haven't released him.
I've paid imii a winnin' mount, d'ye
mind. IJe knaws tle horse and he's
a straight boy. ll just 'give the
stewards word ihat he's flot ridin'-
1 hate crooked work."

"Hlow did you get on ta Carney's
gamec-did Streeter tell you, Erin?"
anid Denniis laughed.

"A bad-timpered mani like
Streeter'lI always have friends ready
ta give himi away, but a lot of this
is ont of the back of me owri head,
but whuther in right or whtler im
wrong in me sizin' up of it, I have
me owmn reasons for wantin' Advo-
cate to mun straight."

"ilyou be needin' me ta put the
wad down on Creole for you ?" Den-
nis asked anxîOtisly.

-Connolly's gain' ta bei for me in
the poolrooms aver the river. I sint
hii the key in a letter to-day, and
whin I wire him ane word to-morraw
he'il get busy. And you're in on my
bet, Denny, sa don't be worryin' over
what's gain' ta win-ave it ta me,
jusi."

The Maple City Cup was ta, be run
ai 4 O'clock the next day, and fifteen
minutes before that hour Riley stood
on the stand lawn, lis solemn grey eyes
fixed an the upper floor of the judge's
stand. Presently the burly figure of
Denmis came down the steps, and as
lie brushied past Riley lie whispered,
'"T*zy're on !1"

Rilcy waited a moment; then lie
asçcended ta wlere tle stewards sai
dlscusslng something Of import.

-'What cani we do for yau, Mr.
Riley ?" the Judge asked..

"Thiere's a rumnour ail over the pad-
dock that there's somnethin' damn' in
this race, gentlem.en," Zrin answer-
cd quietly.

-"What is it?" ane af tle stewards
ask cd sharPlY.

'My horse, Creale, is favourite,
and the public's backin' him; F'a
backin' fim meself-here's my ticket
on hlmn for 6oo to S00, but he's iravel-
lin, out in tle bettin'. There's a
g«rong play on Sponsor, and I've gai
i straight that Advocate's bein' sîart-

cdl to put Creole oui of business-m-
terfere with him."

"Advocate isn't in the samne stable
with Sponsar," the steward objected.

',Thai's righit, gentlemin, but he's
in the saine moaney bag--Dick
&treeter is runnin' that Peter Blake
stable, and le's startin' Advocate. He's
put up jockey Carney, hîrm ihat lias
becn suspended for foul ridin' more
times than 1 have flugers on twa
hands-that boy'll stop ai nothîn'."

'Wbhat do you wish us ta do, Mr.
Riley?" ane o f the stewards asked.

"Ç'rotect the public-give them a
ru for their mone>'. Creole's net ai
his best , and if lie gets interfered
with lie canf't wifl. Take that croek-
cd boy off Advocate and put a od
jockey tp. It's no use ta warn Iiai,
gcntlemin;- if warnin' would 've doue
sny good lie wouldn't have had to b
set down before. Put a good straiglit
boy on Advocate and tell him ta niake
theo rnnuin' for no mani; wmn if he
can; ibat's the way ta give the pub-
lic a good race."

The steward turried is head and
ra is eye aver the jockey board

seros the trac. "The god boys are
all rldlng," hie said.

-Morley's not gai a maunt, sir,"

Riley suggested; "and he's the
straightest boy in America-there
never was a whisper agin hîm. 1 was
goin' te, ride him on Advocate, but I
lost the horse. And if Streeter was
out to win with Advocate why didn't
lie put Morley up? He only rides
Carney when he's lookin' for *strong
arm.' He tried to pull Dewdrop the
first day, but lie had ta, win."

"We'll consider it, Mr. Riley-
thank you. We're here ta protect the
public," the steward said.

Riley went down the steps to the
lawn, where lie stood like a sentinel,
the quiet grey eyes keenly alert.

Presently a messenger hurried front
the judges' stand to the betting ring,
returning almost immediately with a
sheaf of bookmaker's betting sheets.
TIhen the miessenger darted toward
tlic paddock and returned with
Streeter.

Riley turned hurriedly away, mut-
tering, "Faith, they mean business,"
and at the course telegrapli office
wrote on a yellow form, "Unbuckle."
The telegram was addressed ta John
Gonnolly in a city two hundred miles
away, and as Riley handed it through
the wicket, lie said: '*Rush that, Billy

-fmeans somethmng to you, too."
"*It'll be there in two minutes," the

operator answered, his finger click-
ing the key as lie spoke.

The paddock vibrated with the rest-
Iess questioning mood of its people as
Riley passed to, the stalis in which
Creole was being saddled.

The paddock judge called ta Jockey
Carney, who stood in Streeter's colours
by Advocate's stali, and the boy walk-
ed sullenly into the jockey's dressing
roam. When the black-and-white-
barred jacket reappeared at was an
the figure of jockey Morley, and be-
side himt walked the paddock officiai.

As Morley was lifted ta the back
of Advocate, Streeter turned ta the
officiai and said, sneeringly: "You'd
better give himn his riding orders-
you seem tu be ruilg miy stable."

The mani smilcd, and Iookinig Up at
the jockey, said: -G'et awaywel
Morley, and ride to win." Thlen lie
added, with the saine quiet siiile an
his lips: -I guiess if the boys hiad
oi-ders like that alwâys we'd have
better racinig."

"It'll do mie, sir," the jockey ans-
wered. "I've ridden this fellow be-
fore-he just wants leavilg alone in
a race."

Three stalis away Riley was giving-
lis jockey lis final orders. "Sponl-
sor's the horse you've got to beat,
Tommy," .lie said. "Don't let himi
head you once after yiou've turned
into the stretchi. Advocate is in ligît,
a hundred pounds up, and he'll bc oui
in front, but don't go after him and
kilI your own horse off. Just lie as
handy ta Sponsor as you cati without
hustling Creole too much. There, get
up now-they're gain' auit."

Down at the head of the stretdh, a
quarter of a mile away, tle starting
barrier hung like a veil front rail ta
rail, and soon the eight thorougli-
breds were Iinied up behind ats holding
mecsh. The starter, standing on lis
platformn just within the inner ra il,
was sending his buli-like vaice into,
tle ears of the little men in gaudy
silks who looked strangely like decor-
ated imps sitting upoii restless de-
morns that plunged, and raced back-

<ward, and reared and kicked in an
abandon of vîllainy.

"Now he's got them !" somebody on
the stand lawn yelled. The ruliber
barrier shot into the air, tripped by
the foot of thic starter; there was a
charge as if Bashi-Bazouks lad swept
into sight aver a sandy desert; there
was tle thundering pound of hoofs
onward.

Sweeping past the stand Sponsor
was on the rail half a lengtl in front
of Creole, and on the outside galloped
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