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SIpmn chi[dren in Canada are fa'riy heaithy specimeos, but that doen't iustify the slum.

THE CITY SLUM PROBLEM
By M. L. HART

Izda has been rejoicing that there
in her beauttif ul cities. Aînd even
the slums came. They are here.

ei ,,efidpd rpstrex of EuroP.e

fiature of siumn hf e is tise effect upon
-the future citicens of the state. Ins.
does harm, and lack of fresh air anýd

:cccntuates that harm. A t thse Interni-
,ess for thse Protection of Infants, he!d
?cently, Nathan Strauss, of New York,
ýns in the course of development wou!.d
r,4,A of 125.000 United States infants

company. It is profitable f un for him, but slow
death to the unfortunate tenants."

This puts the matter in a nut-sheli, The blame
for slums lies not with theý people who live in them,
but with those who permit themn through negli-
gence and create thema through greed. The care-
lessness of cîic authorities and the rapaciousness
of grasping landlords are two factors so apparent
from Dr. H-odgett's investigations that further en-
quiry is unnecessary. People do flot live in un-,
healthy houses and with hideous surroundings frorn
choice. Poverty and its accompaniments are first
causes, and laxity in those whose duty it is to see
that established, laws are maintained, together with
the industry of those who make a luxurious living
for themselves out of the huts and tumble-down
tenements which they let to the powerless sub--
merged dwellers of the slums, do the rest.

H OW quickTy a sium quarter may be established
to such extent and thoroughness that dealing

with ît becomes a great problem is evidenced by the
experience of Toronto, a city littie more than a cen-
tury old. Toronto's sluma sections are in old St.
John's ward, and in a district between the Don and
the Lake shore. There, tin the heart of the city,
May beseen unsightly old rookeries,' many littie
sbops with every varîety of ill-smelling an-d un-
savory» offerings, narrow lants leading into back
streets, and rows of still worst rookeries, wagon
loads of old matresses and broken furniture; carts
in, which meat meant for food is standing exýposed
to ailthe menace of a city's microbes, women Sitting
in groups about the doors and children finding their
playgrounid in the unhealthy and unattractive street.

Thesc women and children are the victims of
circumstances. Tbe women sit at their doors be-
cause the close, crowded and forbidding interior
of the place they cali home drives them out to get a
breath of the air and a ray of the sunshine that
nature meant sbould' be a common heritage. The
children play in the streets for the same reason, and
because, until very recently, nothing else had been
provided for tbem. If women become lazy and'
indifferent housekeepers and children' in time be-
come a menace and a burden to the community un-
der such conditions, it is not they themnselves who
are to blame, but the authorities who permitted
this congestion of people, until it became like ten-
tacles from which there is no escape.
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