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PLAIN SAM HUGHES, PLUS K.C.B.
A More or Less Random Misa ppreciation of the Minister of Militia

)UR ycars ago it was s0 easy to say just Who
Was meant wlicn you tried t0 give an opinion
about a certain violent, taîkative and aggress-
ive person whio sat la the House of Commons

ctoria and Haliburton. The answer was-Samn
ýs. Now-let's be quite sure we have the thing

riglt-that saine blus-
tering, dynamic person
ls Major-General the
Hon. Sir Sam Hughes,
K.C.B., Minister of
Militia and Defence.
But leave it to the av-
erage man that wants
to talk about hlmi if lie
won't stili caîl hlm
Sam Hughes; because
that's what lie rcally is,
and what lie woutu still
be if hie had a yard of
decorative prefixes an,
affixes to bis naine.
The original Sam is
stili there. Does lit
scorn the ornaments?
Net likeiy. If lie had
twicc as many lie would
be wiliing t0 take as
many more, Wear cvcryj
one of them on bis
clothes if possible, and
insist on belng regard-
cd as a man Who
rcckons lie lias earned
every decoration lie

nd before lie quits stormlng bis way through
ay liappen te get more o! them.

Pecullar capacity of tlic Minister o! Militia
'Or-e f0 follow" was tcrsely cxpresscd by hlm
It the Standard of Empire caelse a picturesque
SWhlcli lie let off la London. Rcferrîng t0
,lie Empire lias yet t0 do la this war lie sald,
lave only just begun f0 roll Up our siceves."
.0ndon despafeli printed la our dally papers,
er", said a few days, ago:
dlrectness, optlmism and forthrlglitness have

nii mnany fnicnds and mucli public appreciation.
1 bites hlm."l
tever "forthrightncss" may or may not mean
lied to Sam Hughes, there ls no doubf about
tlmism and the rolling Up the sleoves. bli-
a slecves-up charactor. Ergo, lie usually lias
uD Upis siee vo. He was nover borW, to be a~retlrlng person. Sir Sam was cut out for

Ige o! action. He was meant ta be a knocher
got knocks; to be a taikor and to get taikod
to do thinga and be ready to. hand over robustL

18 Wliy ne did them or what the devil lie meant

lare !s no accu, f0 apply the soff pedal to fuis
Ile la as full of faults as an egg la of yolk.
3'WV most of fhem; admits many; knows that
ýis frieads say lie is somofimes bumptious,
Ifident, lacîined to buin-fhe-chîaa-shop meath-
't overly modest and not always tremondously
t. What o! it? Sam was born that way. So
i8 brothers and bis cousins and bis aunts. It!s
Hughes blood. Tbey musf aiways be Up and
Tliey recognize rules often f0 break them.
tho6 Whole quartette of brothers, begînning

25-mos L., the Miaister of Milifla ls the bosf
asher oif the famlly.
thîs la mind, when frying to estimate Samn
i.He ls a Mardi wlnd, and the more bats lie

Off and polos hoe biows down flie botter lie
-. It ls neyer necessary to understand hlm
loligl to oxpiain hlm. Sam Hughes doesa'f
> lie oxplalned. He doesn't care partIcularly
body to vindicate hlm. He doesa't mmnd wliat
are told or lnvontod about'hlm. Soino o!

X-e true; others are legendary. Which 18
2Ofleera nobody. If hli tlie storles bandiod
;amf Hughes sinco lie started to organize flie
Eý. P. wore published as truth, ho would have
[~t Of the Cabinet by this time instead of beîng
ýd by the King with a K.C.B., and wrltten
Il despatchos as thougli lie wero some new

Canadian public character intended to help
e< Empire.

IIUGHES was oniy woil into long frousers
le]' lie began to ho the original of yarns. 1-1p
L8 boral on a fari; se was bis brother Jin,
rly forty Years Inspecter o! Schools la To-

80Vas bis brother John, the eider, Who nlot
() wanted thec worst way t0 be allowod to go
rQlt, but Sam had to refuse hlmi because hke
Over age, His fathor was a sehool-teacher
'ed a fai-m down in Durhiain ounty, Ont.

8'ge of fourteen lie was belng tauglit school
by bis brother Jamaes at Frankford, Hastings

At the age of fourteen and a bal! hie onlistod
inanville. That was the tlime o f the first
Ra5id in 1866. Âftor flie Raid was ovor lie
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went to Toronto and attended the Model Sehool
where his brother James was teacher. He gradu-
ated fromn the Normal School, and with a first-class
certificate, went teaching down at Belleville, where
lie became a friend of Mackenzie Bowell, then a
pretty old man and still living. His next sehool was
in Lifford. Dici lie wallop any of the bad lads? Well.
likely. But lie neyer needed to wear a strap on bis
sleeve. Sam was able to scare a good-sized rebel
out of bis boots by just setting bis jaw and looking
at hlm. Such gusto bad neyer been known in a
teacher in those parts. So it was in the Jarvis
Street Collegiate where Sam Hughes taught next and
where lie plugged up an honour course in Torontio
University.

Ail this whule lie was soldicring. He didn't enlist
in the Fenian Raid at the age of fourteen and a haif
to forget IL. He was an off icer in the old 45th Regi-
ment for many years when bis brother John was a
senior. When John took the colonelcy of the 46th
Sam took the colonelcy of the 45th. We don't read
that as a lad lie was gîven to playing with tin sol-

The way Major-General Sami Hughes fait after he
had seen tho first C.EF. off for England down in the

Guif of St. Lawrence.

diors. But lie always liad la bis mind the posslility
of war. Figling was la the Hughes blood. It was
part of the sportlng nature. It came ouf tiret lit
lacrosse. Both Samn and Jim were two o! the groat-
est lacrosse playors ovor known la Canada. Sam
!mmnded the Milbrook lacrosse teain. Jlm orgaaized
lacrosso in the Mouel _chioOI at Toronto. Thoy both
played on the crack Toronto teai that usod to mop
the earth with tlie Shamrocks. Sam had the Kinack
o! cafcbing a bail coming bis direction and seadi ig
It along witliout stopping if. Gonoral Otter remein-
bers thoso oid lacrosso struggles, for lie used ta, play
on the samie toamn wlth bofli the Hughes boys. And
If Sam Hughes to-day worO asked whlch lie would
rather eut out of bis career, lacrosse or achool-teach-
Iag-he would hardly say laci-osse. That swi!t, siug-
glng, opoa-handod gamne sultod hlm.

Podagogy wlth hlmn was only a stepping-stone-to
just what, hoe hardly kneiv. Whon lie quit teachlng
and got hold of the Lindsay Warder hoe had no
intention of becomlng a great editor, He was an
Orangeman and a Tory; and to have a paper o! bis
own gave hlm a good opportuiinty o! tlugging some-
tblng. Whlch hie dld.

Once la those eariier days the editor lambasted a
certain clas of people Who didn't happon to thînli
the saine as Orangemen. The article made these
people very warm. One mai-kot day it was ueclded
to pick out the biggest pugllist In the community te
givo the editor a trimmiing. It se happened, howevêr,
that ia his former days Sain Hughes liad doue somo

boxing; a good deal with one Charlie Kelly a bari-
tone singer thýat kept a barber shop in Bowmanviîîe
and wliom one evening with the gloves on Sam man
aged to lam through the front window of the shop
into the street. But, of course, the big Hibernian
knew nothing about that. When the crowd began
to collect at the market to see the fun, tlie Irishman,
slambanged into the Warder Office and said a few
thlngs impromptu to the editor, who told hlm to
move out. The move was nlot made qulck enough ta
suit Sam, who landed one on the jaw, knocklng hlm
down, another when lie got up, and a third that sent
hlm on to the sidewalk. After which the editor in-
vited ail and sundry to come on-but none of tleim
came.

So runs the story; which ls not apocryphal eitlier,
And, of course, there are others that sound a littVe
different.

JOWEVER, it was nlot long till Sam Hughes got
iLLlto a field where there was more figliting ta~

be done than la the edltor's chair. In 1891 lie
made bis first attempt to enter the House o! Coin-
mons. He was defeated by John Barron, now Judge
Barron, of Stratford. The very next year lie turned
the tables. He was re-elected in 1896 wlien Laurier
came into power, and lias neyer been defeated since.
Ia bis four years of Opposition lie was always spar-
ring in the House; not always taken senlousiy; by
a great many Liberals regarded as a jolie. Whea
lie got on the Government aide lie was rather more
of a soldier than a polltician. War was always With
hlm. In 1897 lie was acting Brigade-Major of Mîii-
tary District No. 3. And it was then only two years
from the Boer War, in whlch. Sam Hughes fi-st be-
came known as a real character in a more adventu-
ous field than pedagogy, lacrosse or politics. Did lie
go like anybody cise? Not likeiy. Sam Hughes,
Colonel, went to South Africa convinced that Cana-
dians had something to do in that war bigger than
anything ever donc by a colony la any Empire
struggle.

There are almost as many contrary opinions about
Sam Hughes' part la the Boer- War as there are
about who started the present one. Some people
who thouglit Sam was an egotist before lie went
down there, thouglit lie was a real I-Amist after-
wards. The fact of the matter is Sam Hughes wasn't'
ioafing a bit, and aithougi lie was worklng liard at
war ln sevoral capacitles lie found time to talli. He'
pourcd out bis criticismas of thlngs la particular ln
letters home to friends, somne o! whom Pubiislied
them; resuit-Hugies came in for ail sorts o! criti--
clsm at home for taiking about hlimsel!.
>Weil, discretion was neyer tlic better part of valour

wlth tlie Hughes famlly. Lord Milner sent Hughes,
as asistant to Col. Wyntçr on the transports to the,
Modder. Sam faclltated the movement of supplies.
The old custom. was to have a mixture of goods for-
varions posts in one car; time wasted digging thcm,
out. Hughes Introduced the post-office or freiglit-.

(Concluded. on page 16.)

Sir Sam H$ughes on the right-wlth his two brothers,
Col. John in the midclie, and Jas. L. Hughes, L.LD.,

taken in 1912.


