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IT is gratifying to note that the Liberal press is tiot afraid to corne

out frankly in favour of the work done by the Civil Service
Commission. The Ottawa Free Press argues that the Commission
may have gone too far afield and discussed questions outside their

LIBEAL RESSANDpurview, but admits that -the allegations they
LIBEA RESS ÂND make form a, distinct reason for further inquiry.

The« Free Press states that even if the investiga-
tion should reveal something of which the Liberal Party will feel
ashamied, it is, better'that the truth be known and an effective remedy
provided without delay.'

The Toronto Star takes the saine Iune. It suggests that even if
the report contains errors and exaggerations, even if it is blunt and
harsh, attentions shoulýd be concentrated on what is good in it rather
than what is bad. The Star is especially strong in its support of the
suggestion that the Governiment should appoint purchasing agents
to the number of three, orý more who should buy for ail the. departmnents.
It says: "Probably no .one measure would do so mucli to check
extravagance and corruption as a complete reformi in theý method of
purchasing supplies."

It is gratifying to be able to pay a slighlt tribute to a portion of
the party press on an occasion of this kind. W'e must have parties
and party leaders and party journals perhaps, but it is flot necessary
to have pettiness or cowardice or lack of public spirit as characteristics
of these. A man shold be able to edit either a Conservative or, a
Liberal journal and yet be highly respected by those who are on the
other side of the argument. the members of Parliament, who must
gyo down each day in the arena of party confiict, where speeches and
remnarks are made suddenly and under conditions which do not make
for calmness and judicial attitude, may be' excused at times for
extreme partisanship and petty views. It is not so with the party
editor 'Who writes his leaders in the quiet of the editorial sanctum, and
has a chance to study his language, recast his sentences and modify his
attitude. Yet in the past, the party editor has often been more
partisan than the politician, though it is gratifying to note that this
spirit is being modified in recent years. In fact, if one were inclinied
to prophesy, hie tnight venture to estimate that the first feature of our
present party system to vanish would be the party press. As the
editorial chairs corne to be filled by trained journalists with a univer-
sity eduication, the extreme editorial bias so characteristie of the past
should vanish.

ý_.W will deny that it is probably as difficuit to get hc
service as it is to secure hionest private service. Th

k in offices for a goverumnenit are presuimably miuch t
e who work for private companies. Th'le Civil Servie

'STY N THE sion go even further, fur they say: "I
IN SEVIE doubted either thalt it is a much m

*IC SRVICE proposition to preserve a tiniformly hi

iency in a governmenit staff than in the ordinary work c
ed on by mcïiey-making organisations."
Thiis is startling.
If this statement is true, then governmnent o*ners

-k of governmeni

partisans are lest
n nolitical cntr<

~nest public
e men Who
hie saine as

workers? Canadians have gone to the United States and won 'a namne
for themselves as honest and trustworthy individuals in money-
making and money-handling organisations. Have ail the honest
young men gone abroad and the dishonest ones remained at home?

Searching about for an explanation, it will probably be found that
in spite of our religious beliefs, in spite of our acknowledged high
moral ideals, there are very few of us who think it a crime to rob a
government. We evade paying taxes wherç we can; we try to get
the government to do for us what we should do for ourselves; we
take slices of the public domain at ridiculously inadequate. prices;
and we selI everything to the government (federal, provincial or
municipal) at a higher rate than we sell to a private indiîvidual. This
is a* curious twist in our moral make-up.

The public service is no more to blame than the people outside
the service.ý The Man-with-the-Pu.1l is the worst offender against
public morals, 'for he corrupts both the service and the politician. He
corrupts the latter in order to secure his Pull; hie corrupts the former
in order to transform his ýPull into Profit. If the public service were
placed on an independent basis where promotion would come ilot
through a political chief but through a commission 1which 'rewards
only industry and integrity, then honesty and efficiency among civil
servants would' be easily and naturally secured.

IV R. THOMAS W. LAWSON is again looking for Canadian a s
to shear. Judging from the stock exchange reports, he has

found quite a number. T'he Yukon Gold Company, a Guggenheim'
gold-dredging proposition, is being put on the market and some

THE CÂNADIÂN Canadians have rushed to buy shares.' Those
LÂMBS AGAIN who know the Yukon dlaim that the chances of

much return from these frozen Canadian gold-
gravels are not great and that the proposition is a dangerous one. It
was the Guggenheims who sent N-ipissing stock, a Cobalt proposition,
uip to $35 for $5 shares, and it was their withdrawal which sent thec
shares back to $6 or $7. Canadian investors would be wise in avoiding
these New York promoters, who are too adventurous to be safe
leaders. Mr. Lawson is sellîng the stock now and the Guggenheimns
mnay not be resopnsible for his flaming advertisements and his manipu..
lations. Mr. Lawson is no safer as a leader, if as safe as the Guggen-
heims. H-e is even more adventurous and his exploits are mdstly
with other people's propositions. Those who know himi best use
strong language when describing his attempts to jolly the public and
it is straxige to see Canadians giving the slig-hteýt consideration to
any of his propositions.

eCommis- pRINCE EDWARD ISLAND is the fuinniest spot on earth. Mark
t cannot be Twain should go down and write it uip, since Canada has not yet
>re difficul~t produced a lhumourist equal to the occasion. Considering its popula-
gh state of tion of about 100,000, it makes more noise than any other .pôrtion of
f the world H ILND.I the Caniadian public. Because it is small, is

TUE GL F perhaps the reason why it shouts so lotud.
It wanted a railway, and it got it-one which

hip is not curves and twists through nearly haIt the farms on the Island. For
years it was a common joke that the conductor could lean over from

tshould be the back platform of the last car and hand a dinner pail to the engineer
as the train rounded one of the numerous curves. Yet that railway

sworthy of has neyer been satisfactory, probably becatise it is a government
oversies. institution.
ivil Service It wanted better communication with the mainland and it got
ident coin- steamers. For a few weeks in winter, the ice stopped thein. So ice-
ýrs. b 'reakers were provided. Even these get stuck once and a while and
Vhy should ,now they want a ten-million tunnel. twelve miles lng C'wç.ni qnri
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