
1 Iý 1 Il B y ST A IF P W R I T E R S -
THE CANADIAN IN SPORT

CANADA -because of its climate and the hereditary tastes of its
sons is naturally a sporting country. But* it is a new country,

and as in ail new countries t'he making of a living is the first thouglit,
work must occupy the first place, and sport the second.

It is for this reason that Canadians do flot shine in cricket as
their showing in the recent international game with the United States
evidences. Cricket is the sport of the leisure class. It requires
almost constant practice and from two to three days to play a first-
class match. Canada in the rush and hurry of national development
lias flot time for it. She yearns rather for those sports that cati be
used as an aid to ber daily toil. Lier sons play basebail and lacrosse
tili they reacli a certain age and then turn to lawn bowling or curling,
by which they hope to appease an appetite for contention with their
fellow men without imperilling a chance for taking the tide that leads
Dn to fortune when it happens along. These games can be played
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matters of dramatic presentation. There ie no question as to the
existence in Toronto of places of theatrical amusement which are, ini
the main, degrading and disgusting. These places are crowded, no
douht, chiefly by youths of sordid taste, witli the lowest ideals of
pleasure. Yet, the problem of censorship is not of easy solution. A
young woman in Europe indulges in Salome 'and other dances of
similar exuberance and is warmly applauded as "Maude Allan the
artist," whule Toronto is proudly pointed out on the miap as the scene
of lier childhood joys. But it would be difficult for'the average censor
to distinguish between sucli performances and those whichi were
recently condemned in Toronto. The citizen of refined taste would
probably shun both but it rnay be doubted whether the refined citizen
is in the majority. For years Toronto has been on the verge of doing
something by -way 'of'civic legisiation in the matter and soi-e day
the talk miay pass into the form of action.

Dramatic entertainm-ent, in one form or another, hias always beeni
demanded and its production lias becomne a source of extensive
revenue. There are theatres in Canadian cities xwhichi provide dlean
and wliolesome plays for the amusement or edification of the citizens,
in which the most captious'would find littie to condemin. During the
last three seasons, however, vaudev ile of the most sensationial charac-
ter lias been greatly on the increase, withi a corresponding dleteriord-
tion in the audience. No one wvishes to revi1ve the Blue Laws, or to
have a Twentieth Century imitation of Cromnwell's theatreless Pro-
tectorate, even if such a thinýig were possible. But the streets of
Canadian capitals shouid not display posters which are an offence Vo
the eye and a suggestion of ail that is degradirjg, whule there ought to
be some civic authority to determine the point at which the inferior
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