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An Act for improving the administration of Criminal
Justice in this Province.

HEREAS it is expedient, with a view to improve the r
administrationof Justice in Crininai Cases in this Pro-

vince, to define under what circumstances persons may be ', oa -i.
admitted to bail in cases of Felony; and to make better proVi- Ac 14, 15 VF
sion for taking examination, informations, bailrnents and'recog- c. 96, seàkc4
nizances, and retunling the same to the proper tribunals ; and to th'' il do." "ot

expreSalï ru-relax in some instances the technical strictness of criminal pro- peutan a
ceedings, so as to insure the punishment of the guilty without de- of hi# Ac,
priving the accused of any just means of defence ;and to abolish Y#' make°rMot
the benefit of Clergy and some matters of form which impede theion$ n Om
due adtninistration of Justice; and to.make better provision for cuee, iohich
the punishment of offendera in certain eases : Bé it therefore -"I'O"e"l*

.«persede
enacted, &c., that where any person shal be taken on a charge Ilsi of Air
of Felony or suspicion of Felony, before one or more Justice or Ae whichtmay
Justices of the Peace, and the charge be prted by I
positive and credible evidence of the fact, or by such evidenceevîdenceo-ma ofte bysc
as if not explained or contradicted, shall, in the opinion of the & aa .
Justice or Justices raise a strong presumption of the guilt of the ban on a
person charged, such person shal be committed to prison by charge ofr-
such Justice or Justices in thé. manner hdreinafter mentioned;• loay,Sand w' o
but if there shall be only one Justice present, and the. whole y
evidence givenbeforehim shallbesuch asneitherto raise a strong
presumption of guilt, nor to:warrant the dismissal of the. charge,
such Justice shall order the person charged to be' detained in
eustody, and such person shall·be taken before two Justices at
the lest ;:and where any person so. taken, ·or "ay person in
the firet instance taken before two Justices of the Peace, shall
be charged with Felony or on the suspicion of Felony,and the

evidence


