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day furnishes too many instances of it, and gives me an Idea of the real
character of the Canadians very different from what I used to entertain,
and constantly represented to your Lordship whenever I had occasion to
speak of them. Your Lordship will remember how much has been said by
us all of their Loyalty, obedience & Gratitude, of their habitual submission
to Government, & their decent civil & respectfull demeanour to those who
had the conduct of it, but time and accident have evinced that they were
obedient only because they were afraid to be otherwise & with that fear
lost (by withdrawing the troops) is gone all the good disposition that we
have so often and steadily avowed in their names & promised for them in
ages to come. Yet I am sometimes willing to think that fear, joined with
extreme ignorance and a credulity hardly to be supposed of a People, have
been overmatched by the subtilty & assiduity of some Colony agents who
were very busy here last winter, & that they are not at bottom an ungenerous
or disobedient People. That temperate management and gentle methods of
persuasion and instruction may yet bring them to a sense of their duty &
indeed their interest, & when they are made to understand that the true
point of fear should be that of sitting still & not putting themselves into
a state of defence, they will take arms not only for their present defence,
but when supported by a body of the Kings troops be ready for any offensive
Service that the times may demand; which in my poor opinion who pretend
to nothing less than military knowledge, would strike more terrour into the
Colonies than Gen. Gage's army doubled or trebled at Boston, where from
the nature of the Ground & a thousand other circumstances there can be
‘little hopes of making any decisive impression. But be that as it may,
your Lordship who has indulged me in a freedom of expressing my thoughts
with respect to this country upon points of less importance will forgive me
upon one which appears to me so essential, tho it should happen to be a
little out of my Line & fall more immediately within that of another to
whose circumspection however & Judgement I pay the utmost deference,
I mean the Governour’s.

It appears to me that while England has a firm hold of this Country,
which a good Body of troops & nothing else will give her, her cause with the
Colonies can never be desperate 'tho’ she should not have an inch of ground
in her possession in any one of them, from this country they are more
accessible, I mean the N. England People, (Paradoxical as it may seem)
than even from Boston itself, & I believe it to be as true as any thing can
be that has not been reduced to absolute proof that the Colonies without
the assistance of England, would have been reduced from North to south
by this Province in the last war. They thought so themselves, & the Pains
they have taken to keep the Canadians quiet which a good appearance of
troops from England would soon remove, convince me that they are in °
dread of it at this hour, and I do most firmly believe that if the army at
Boston was removed here ready to begin its operations from hence in the
spring & the fleet continued (if that could be done) to block up their ports



