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May 1T Pupasx Your ExozLLENcy,—

The House of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, though I am but little able
to fulfil the important duties thna assigned to me,

If in the performance of thoss Gutics, I should at any time fall into error, I pray
that the fuult may be imputed to me, and not to the Commons, whose secvant I am, and
who through me, the better to enable them to dischurge their duty to their Queen and
Country, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and privileges, especiully that they may
have freedom of spsech in their debates, access to.Your Excellency’s person at il
seasonable times, and that their prooeedings miay recsive from Your Excollency the wost
favorable interpretation. !

The Honorable the Speaker of this House then said : -

Mr Seeaxen,—I am commanded by His Exocellency the Governor General to
declare to you that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the Houss of Commons
to0 Her Mujesty's Person and Government ; and not doubting that their prooeedings will
be conducted ‘with wisdom, temper and prudence, he grants, and npon all cocasions will
recognise and allow, their constitutional privileges. I am commanded, also, to assure you
thiat the Commons shall have ready access to His Exoellency npon all seasonable ocoasioas,
sud that their ‘pwm a3 well as your words and actions, will constantly receive from
bim the most favdrable construction.

His Excellency the Governor Genersl was then pleased 4o open the Semsion by s
- gracious speech to both Houses +—
Honorable Gentlemen of the Semate,
of the Houss of Gommons
1 have convoked Parlisment as the earliest moment consistent with the delay entailed
. by the recent dissolution.’ ’ v

Your atientiod will be invited, dur &0&:‘“ Semion, to measures having
reterence to the Representation of the People in Parlixment, embracing the aystem now
prevailing in Great Britain and in most other countties enjoying Conatitutional Govern-
ment of taking votes by Ballot, sud to the establishment ot & General Court of Appeal.

Moasdred will also be submitted to you for the amendment of the Laws relating to
Controverted Elections, the Militia and Insolvency.
 The enactment of 1872 respecting the Canadisn Pacific Railway baving failed to
secure the prosecution of that great enterprise, you will tw called upon to consider what
plan will best and most speedily provide the means of Trans-continental communioation
with British Columbia. A report of the Chief Engineer will be laid before you, sho
wmipmgm was made during the past year in the surveys connected with the proj
line.  The destruction of the Railway Offices by fire involved a serious lows of maps,
plans and the iog of which would bave made the report more complete.

The and m:npmnmnts are being vigorously prosscuted with a view
to ensure adequats accommodation for the rapidly growing trade of the conntry.

The report of the Chief Kngineer of the Department of Public Works on the pro-
posed l between the Gulif of St. Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy will be aub-
mitted for your consideration. CoT

With the 'gl already made in the construgtion of the Intercolonial Railway
another year lg uired to complete it. A report indioating its actual condition
will :be Inid before } t, and s mesmre will be introduced %o vest in the Depart-
ment of Public Works the powers now exercised by the Board of Railway Commissioners.

The question of compensation due to the Dominion for the ' Fishery privileges
conceded to the United States by the Treaty of Washington, has given rise to a renewil
of negotidtions tending to widen reciproonl trade relstions with that country. At the
instanos of my Government, the Tmpevial authorities have given direstions to the Bﬁ&
Minister-vo disouns the Whole subject with the Administration at Washington, and
Assduiated with M for. this parpow » Camsdiss Osmmissioner. o



