
37 Victoria, 27th MARc I,

MAI rT PLIASE Youn ExcILLNCTI,-
The Rouse of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, though I am but little able

to fulil the important duties thns asigned to me.
If in the performane of those duies, I shquld at any time fall into error, I pray

that the fault May be imputed to me, and not to the OOmmons, whose servant I am, and
who through me the botter to enable them to disoharge their duty to their QaUen and
Cointry, humbly claim aIl their undoubted rights and privilegos, espeally that they may
have freedo of speech in their debates, acos to Your Excellency's perion at aln
seasonable times, and that their proeed'ings nay receive ftom Your rEoollacy the mot
favorable ntrpretation.

The Honorable the Speaker of this Rouse thon sud:
Ma. SeÂSIan,--I am oommanded by Ris Exoelleny the Governor General to

declare to you that ie freely oongdes in the duty and attachment of the Rouie f COmnone
to Het Majesty Person and Govemment; and not doubting that their proeedingis wil
be coonditôed witb wisdom, temper and prudenoe, he grants, anid npon aIl occasions wili
reoognie and allow, their oonstitutional privileges. I am oommanded, aid to amure you
that the Commons shall have ready booess Wo is E xcelleo upon all measouable occasions,
and that their ings,s well as your words and actions, will constantly roosive from
himb the most avdable coutructioni.

Ris Et.lReney the Governor'General VS th"n plesued to open the Susion by a
graclous speeo to both Houis :-
Bonoroô<e tentlemn f &AR B.nes,

%estesen of SA. Bes et Qeemonsw
I have ortvoï ? ùllamen t the ïroiest moment consistent With the delay ntailed

by the recent dissolution.
* Your attended Win be invited, lu . phe Session, measures having
reterenoe to the Representation of the eop. in ArliaMent embrang the system now
prevairing in Great Britain and in most other countdes enjoying Constituional Govern-
ment of taking votes by Ballot, and to the establishment ot a General Court of Appui

MeaadrWi vill elso be submitted to you for the amendment of the LaW relating to
Controverted Elections, the Milita and Insolvenoy.

Tht enaëtment of 1872 respecting the Canadian Pacido Rauvay having failed to
secure the prosecution of that great enterprise, you will be oafed upon toon Sder what
plan wil be*t and most speedily provide the means of Trane-oontinental communication
vith British O(lumbia. A report of the Chie Engineer wili be laid before you, ahovtn
what progrese vas made during the pat yr in the saurveys oonneoted with the prop
lino. The destruction of the Raiway Ofloes by fdre imvolved a serious lais ema,
plss and the 'oq of which would have Made the report more complt.,

Tle £ aund 1 bor improvements are being vigorously proeonted wii a view
to ensue adequat .ooommodation for the rapidly growing trade of th

Th re port of the Chief Engineer of the Department of Public Works on the pro-
pose Qd between the Gulf of St. Lawreno sd th* Bay of Fwdy wil be sub-
mitted for your oonslderation.

With the progress ahrady made in the costruotion ft l Iaterolonial Rauway
another year vill b.equired to complote . A report indleaing its actual condien
vii be laid before Puament ad a mesure vl be introduced to vest ia the Depprament of Public Works the powers nov exeroied by "e BoarM f Eauway Oomuissionesu.

The question of compensation due tg the. Dominion for the' Flmhery privilegus
oocoeded to ii. United 'S"tat by the. Trety of Washington, hau lvn rise to a renewel
of negotiations tninag to widen resproal irade relations with lat oontry. At th.
instan, cf my Govement the Impeéil authorlites have given directions to h Britk
XinslsêrmtW disenae wh, viol. mutj with the Adalmahlatin at Washing ,$ad bW4
asoldlstadh k h hi tibtis parpsw aCmls ttahunalr.


