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ntterly contradictory. Again, the pream-
ble goes on to say, ** Nor is it less obliga-
tory on the House to obtain more stalikty
and certainty for the principles of Provin-
cial Government than can be now relied
on—the present Secretary of State for the -
Colonies having, both in declarations and
acts, shown that a Mumster of the Crown
in the administration of Colonial Adffairs
may hold himself free to disallow what:a
predécessor o the exercise of his official-
functions had established,”” The hon.
gentleman wishes to- ensure stability and
c¢ortainty toour form of government, and in
order to effect this most desirable object he
calls upon this House to aid him in chang-
ing the constitution at least once a year.
What have we next?! A4 Minister of
the Crown may hold himself free to dis-
allow what a predecessor . the e e of
his official functions had established. "W hat
arrant want of all constitutronal knowledge
the learred leader of the Opposition “disa
plays, if he really penned ihis passage in.
a spuit of querulous eomplammt. Why,
sir, what are-Mimsters of the Crown for,
under our admirable system, but to ad-
vance with tlie spint of the age, and to
charige in accordance with that spint what
their predecessors had established ? “Are
nut ministries changed, and cabrnets re-
constructed, for thisespecial end? If
what was once established eould never be
changed—if exiravagance could never be
retrenched—or a man once in office re-
moved, we should be living under a des-
potism, and not under a consututional
monarchy. So much for the first recital ;
the second affirms that ‘‘the Leeutenant
Governor has been denuded of oll power.””—
Is tlns true! The hon. member may think
80, but suppose‘ihese resolutions were to
pass to-day, sanctioned by a 'marority of
the’ Assembly ; the hon and learned mem-
ber would seon become aware of the power
whi¢h the LieutenantGovernor still wields
—and: would be made to feel that he bhad
thie’ spirit and independence to exercise 1t.
But, sir, woald the bon member wish any
Colonial- Governor to exercise a power
ahiogether independent of the representa-
tives of the people ' If that be the aim,
he would fasten apen this people a system
despotic and arbitrary, and which would
be- at once repudiated. No ! Sir, the

hon gentleman is incorreot ; the Lieutene-
ant Gevernor does exercise all the power
which the Queen’s Representative can or
ought to possess, under Responsible Gove
ernment—more he does mnot claim—/ess-
his present advisers would not ask him to-
exercise. But, again, we "are told that
were- he- *¢ to exercise this independant
control, lie would disturb the prmeiple of
responsibility.”? That would not be the
result. Were any Governor to pursue a-
course of recklessly independent conduct
—to disregard the feelings and wishes of
the people—the prineiple of responsibiliny
would not be disturbed, but 1t would be
brought into plav to check and controul
him. Dismiss his advisers, he might—ap=»
peal o the country, he might—and what
would-be the result ?* Back, in all proha~
bility, would come the very men whem he
had dismissed, as back once came a set of
men who were unfairly compelled to re-
tire ; and the people would wrest the
usurped aathority from his hands, a&
promptly as they would sustain a Govern-
or unfairly pressed uvpon by his oabi-
net. Smir, a Lieutenant Governor has
privileges and powers which should be
exercised with moderation and justice ; to
use them as the engines of oppression
would be but to overthrow himself: The
recital_goes on o sav that—** 30 Jlong as
the Lieutenant Governor is to be viewed
as the head ot the Provincial administra-
tion, &e. he must either sink ianto insig-
nificance or become the instrument of
Executive obstruction.” What the hon
and learned member wieans by ¢he head of
the admindstration, 1 know not ;_but let me
inform him that the Lientenant Governor
of Nova Scotia is the Queen’s Répresen-
tative, and that my hon and learned friend
the Attorney General 18 the head of the »
Provincial administration ; just 28 Lord-f
John Russell is the head of the adminis-
tratto in the muther conntry. Lord El
gin 1s Governor of Canada, but Mr. Lafon-
taive is the leader of the administration,
and, in this pusitjon, he and his colleagues -
exercise the same powers and privileges
asa Briush adimmstrauon. But, then, 1f
the Governor be tlie-head of the adminis-
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