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10O 5$ppse that the empire could gel; ai )ng
witbeu't il MaBter-builder. Oa 'the otier
hand, it cari hardly be claimed that the
Princes, Own speech and conduet during

tbe lO11g quarrel have been wholly inkeep-
lng wi'tb the digriity and calmness which
iiiglt havo baeen expected froin the man of

trc Even the admiring populace muet
h dlsco)vei.ed thait there is a considerable

%dnhixture o? a very human kind of dlay in
'the national idel.

WV'ile it would bc unwise to place too
IIIuCb 0tt6dence in the ncwspaper reports
Of what tbey allege to have transpired at
'h -PA Convention in Hamilton last
'W"k, it if, pretty evident that the general
'a5ot of that gatherîng bas been te weaken

?ahrtan to strengthen the hold of that

Uo'tYlpon the popillar imagination, aswl tte lessenl the dread of it feit Ilither-
botbý th Id political parties. l

' s Place, the overdone and somewhat
aburd cUltl0fl of the Grand President,

In hie Circular calling the Convention, inr! dt0  the Prefouud secrecy te heo be -

it . d had a dsinctly hollow ring, whichnot bard te detect. When this was
toI b Y the aballow expedients resorted

u 11 Ian delegates of recording fictitious
an drsses at their hotels, te-

watc withthe multiplied tilings, te
tionhPwers, and other dcx ices se estenta-
I)u y ued to Prevent te acceas of any

etPetI prY accredited delegates te the
e i impression of awe and mystery

tW re ('ViîentJy aimed at, ,soon began
in %tlpercý(1 te some extent by a grow-

Tu t ad o? te ch n h popular mid,

t1tyt ngu nwn ia heid to ho magnifi-cent, 1be a trait in hunian nature
vej>uiiuy used, May be made e?-

bcin1Ut carrjed tee far, iL leads te re-
diin n defeats its own ends. lu ad-

thte the Weakening effect of overdoing
Ut th Yat> Part e? the business, the study
hu de v' rene the Convention, wbich

,Whocare ceul uiînize the minds of those
pr t e l, C nta t w ith iLs m qm ers- a

>ht l Waa heiped xnaterially by
ah Q e e own e? the real werk ef

t1ll onvention
th teOve In ail probability the de-

tort~iltoI ':lent ntay be dated frinu
theIr -a il, ynen tion. Itis pretty

pol!t aven ts, that the adherents ofn. Iicai
ci rtl wi breathe easier frein

01l 3  eri~ le Lbose whe have hon-
t oie~rect tb eInjustice and bigotry

%tri L, Wll henceferth take it

840 l th tey de net wheily cease
r th enmaeIves With its doings. lu
tl re or allizati 0n ilew stands pretty

4 i ee a h offspring ef iirepre-
ppu-4,111 an 'ncinatoo certain dis-

in 9 i t eO office or netoriety,
?ID,8 cf igiOns preju dices of? er

bfehnq8t but narrew-minded
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RELIGLOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE
SCHOOLS.

AVn agitationi of coîsierben-r{th la
hcing carried on by ait iniluiîuedi section
o? the priests and prelates of the Roman
Catholic Chnrch ini the United States, on
behaîf ef a scheme for den orinatio nal izing
the public sachools. Tiiý general idea, which
bas net, se far as we are aware, taken
definite shape, is that a systoin similar t)
the Separate Scho1l 4y8tenu o? Oitario ho
adoptcd, se far as the Catholic part of the
population is concerned, under whichi the
public mouey givcii lu aid o? tise acheols
shall be apportioned aning the denornina-
Lieus, and the maniagement, se far at least
as religieus instruction i8 concernied, placed
lu the bauds of the clergy o? these doneru-
in,%týons. Trie Naw York Idpnm
ef the 1lIth Jauuary contaiueci a symposiumi
on the question, lu which a largi nunîber
of the mnost priminent Catholic clergymen
ln the R',cpublic expressed their views, seule
at considerable iength, others briefly. Ail
are substantially agrced witb regardJ te the
Justice and desirableness ef the donoin-
inatienal. plan, thougli opinions diffcr as
te the wi.sdem of attemipting te inake iL
a practical issue ut the present time. A
gaood mauy cf thn writers sc clcarly, as any-
eue who reads the newspL-pers and accelits
thei as t lerahIly correct indices o? the
state of ptubli opinion, mav see, that the
trend of popu)tlar seuLlînicnt la so strongly
against any sncb compromis(, as te put iL
utt 'niy beyond the p:ileý cf pracuical politict3.

The discnssion is net without its inter-
est for Canadians. I t may be specially
comimended for the censideratien of these
anion gst eurselves-a minoritv neither
sinali cor nninfluentjal-who arc stillinl
faveur o? detinite r-eliglieus instruction lu
our public scol8. [t la impossible te deny
that a very streng case înay be made ont in
support e? the proposition that lu this way
eniy can the great trutlis of religion be
brought home te multitudes o? the children
grewing up in our land, and that, lu the
absence ef sncb instruction, effective moral
training cannot be, at ieast, bas net bitherte
been impartcd. ht cannet be denied tbat
se far the moral resuli of the extension
and improvement of our public school
systeins have f allen far short o? real izing the
expectations o? the more enthusiastic advo-
cates of theso systems. To these wbo be-
lieve, as meat e? ns do, that net only the
fundameetil principies but the operative
motives in any efIective systei of meral
training are te ho found ony lu the great
doctrines and facts o? the Christian reli-
gion, this can bardiy be a matter for sur-
prise. The only boe of botter results must
ho based on ftb lu the cficiency of the
veltiutary religions agoencies, lu reaching the
cbildren o? ail classes lu the schools, a faith
which thereilat e mucb reasen te fear will net
be reiliz ýd ln fact for a long tinme te c, ue.lu the meantime it le net eniy passible., but

th-ýre i8 toe much reason to believe th.e
actual trntb, that large numbers of cbildren
are growing up, speuding longer or shorter
ucriods lu our schoels, and passin g eut into
the struggles and Lemiptations of life, utter-
ly destittute cf any clear ideas of the great
truths of Christinity, certainly without
having ever bad these truths brought home
te their conscience and bearts by definite,
persoual. instruction.

The lack is obvions and lamentable. Tlic
earnestness and anxioty of those wbo bo-
lieve that IL ceuid ho supplied by compul-
sory religions instruction lu the schools
arc natnral and, from their peint o? vicw,
comuiendabl"ý. The main question for aIl
wbe are helievers lu tbe religion o? the
Bible, is wbether sncb instruction lu the
state-suppertcd schools is practicable and
can be madfe (tletive. The maJority ef
Protestarits, lu both the United States a-i
Canada, have corne, probably, te the defiuite
conclusion thaL it cannot, for twe reasous.

Th'e tiret, and lu the minde of maoy, the
chicf of these reasons wiil be suggested by

the movement above describcd as geing on
lu the United S-at-ýs. Probably a large
mnajority of those whe wvould like above ail
tbings te bave the great trutits of evange-
lical religion taugyht le the schools, wouid
Most strenuousiy object te giving liberai
appropriationi f ronm the public f unds for the
piirpose of having what tbcy regarda h
errera-,,, the, superstitions, and the iiechie-
vous priniciplos respo3ctin- tht' relations of
churuh and s tate aud the limitation o?
te freedom e? the individual conscience of

that chnrch, lieid and practised by the
['loman Catitolic clergy, tauglht with the
sanction and under the autbority of the
national Goverument. But it would bo mail-
ifestly unjust and impossible for the Govern-
ment te make a distinction, rcfusing te one
religions body the priviieges aid, powers
which IL confers upon others, save upon the
asHumption thattbe State, that la, the Gevern-
ment o? the day, bas the abilicy and the
right te distinguish infallibiy between relig-
ious trutb and religions errer-an admission
wbicb neither Protestant lier Catholi,
would for a moment makre. l'len again,
te what extent shahi this subdivision of the
scheols on the denominationai pninciple ha
carried ?i IL le often assumcd er implied,
lu discussions of this kind, that there are
only twe great divisions of the Christian
religion, the CaLboic and the Protestant.
But, as every eue wbo will «give a littie
thouglit te the question May perceive, this
la very ?ar frein the fact. Amongat the ai-
inoat counitiess sects into wbich the so-called
Protestants are divided, there are a number
whose tenets are scarcely less as widely
divergent than tbose of (iatbeiic and Protest-
ant. Tbe Methodist ,Presbyterian, or Baptist
would almost as soon surrender tbe relig-
ions tcaching of ail bis chldren into tbe baud
of the Catholics as into those o? the nitual-
ists of the Cburch of England. We are
net sure that the sane may net be said.


