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oposed by Leading Wembers of the National
Societies of Montreal.

Provisional

fn Outline of the Project as v by the Secretary of the

Comm'ttee,

presentath'es of the Various

proposed to he a Council of Administration Composed of Re.

Orgacizations —A Retrospective

Glance at the Past History of Similar Umle'rtakiugs—,l
suggestion Oftered to the Promoters ot the Scheme—If a Per-
manent Union is to be Achieved it'must be on a Basis which
will Unite the Social, Benefit and Athletie as well as the
§trictly National Branclies—A Tribute to the 5.4 AA-Ir
should be the Corner Stone of the New Movement-A Pre-
liminary Meeting Called for the Second Tuesday in October.

the ranks of a number of promin-

ent workers of the Irish National
Societies of this city, a move to affiliate
all the various parish organizations, un-
der what is to be called a * Central
Council.” The ides, it is claimed by the
present promoters of the project, was the
nateome of the meetings held during the
month of August Inst to select delegates
to attend the Irish Race Convention in
Dublin.

During & long period several attempts
have been made to organize a movement
which would unite the various nationai
soeieties existing in the circles of Irish
Catholics of this city. More than a
quarter of A century ago that idea pre-
vailed, ard the effurt now being made
for the uninn of Irish-Canadians, is not
& new one,

In the early days, the Irish people
gtrove earpestly and patriotically to
carry out the project, and so zealously
dit they labor to accomplish their end,
that they succeeded in erecting a magnifi-
cent structure known as St. Patrick’s
Hall, which occnpied the finest site in
this city, on Victoria Square.

There are many reasons why there
should be some centralization of aims
and sympathies manifested by the Irish
people of this city, but there are many
dangers also assncinted with the un-
detaking, and it would be well that
care should be exercised in the prelim-
inary actions of the present promoters,
lest the elements of subsequent dis-
integration should obtain hold of the
sdministration even in its firet hours of
existence. There are few Irishmen in
this city who are willing to seriously
face the ordeal of personal sacrifices
and loss of self interest. or to resist
8ll temptations, merely for the greater
and general good of their creed and
nitionality, There is no sensible reason
why the Irish people should not unite

fI\HERE is now contemplated. in

of union to a degree which would
produce manifold advantages, but the
fact nevertheless remains, that in order
tp ensure permanency, and to estab-
lish ar organization which will re-
818t a strain of every character, there
Must be men in the administration
wuose sense of duty will.not be subject
t_) the ebb and flow of personal aspira-
liony, who will stand firm in the dis-
charge of that duty at all times and
under all circumstances. It would be
well for those who are now, striving
to foster & sentiment of unity of action,
Wealmly cast a glance at the history of
the past,and endeavor to steer clear of
bhe.dimcultiea which stood in the way
of similar movements undertaken many
Years ago.

The notice issued by the provisional
t€cretary, to the wocieties, asking them
' appoint delegates for a general meet-
Ing, to be held next week, is a lengthy
one. Among other things it contains an
outline of the work which the proposed
Gouncil is intended to perform, It also
refers to the financial demanda which
ey have to be met in connection with
the organization,

There are man ’ s
that if Y people who believe

Present juncture in the direction indicat
® in the letter of the Secretary of tho
L Provisional committee, it should be in-

AUgurated on a business bagig, - . .-
Mong the many Itish Canadian so-
les ang _organizations’ which ' have

olet

]

heen founded and come into life in this
city, few of them have withstood the
probationary period, which is usually
supported by a sentiment which many
people call the novelty of being a worker
in the ranks.

Many of our national and benefit so-
cieties which started out under the most
promising auspices in the 60's and 7V's,
full of vigor and sustained by an en-
thusiastic membership,have deteriorated
into mere institutions which exist for
the purpose of the celebration of the
National Festival, and in recent years
have even failed to carry out their time-
honored design of an annual concert.
These are plain truths regarding the
older national societies.

Wherever activity and life was mani-
fest in our societies in recent years it
was mainly visible in the ranks of the
rising generation.

Toremost among the arganizations
which have shown a spirit of enthnsiasm
stands the Shamrock Amateur Athletic
Association.  Ever since the days of
the organization of the Shamrock
Lacrosse Club in 1869, it has heen an ac-
tive factor in upholding the fair name
of Irish Canadians. both in this country
and the United States. Under all the
stress of ever changing sentiment, in the
midst of those who should have been its
strongest supporters, as well as despite
the strong predjulices which marked
the actions of its opponents of other
creeds and nationalities, it has sur-
mounted all obstacles and carried out
its aims successsfully, until the young
men who were at the helm decided to
steer out into the greater area and form
an association on a broader and larger
basis, which would bring into its ranks
all young Irish-Canadians who porsessed
an inclination to follow any particular

and successfully carry out the scheme'

any effort is to. be made at the |

branch of athletics.

There are many young men’s societies
agssociated with the different parishes
which are doing excellent work of a
loecal character, but it must be admitted
that none of them have such a far-reach-
ing influenee as the 8. A, A, A,

If the promoters of the new scheme
for unity give due consideration to the
undertaking, they will realize the
necessity of bringing the forces of ac-
tivity and enthusiasm which built up
the S ALA.A. into their ranks, and thus
gather together every element of Irish-
Canadian talent.

The 8.A.A.A. has a home on the out-
gkirts of this city which is an honor and
a credit to Irishmen on this continent-
It is ample in ita accommodation
to satisfy the wants of all the exist-
ing pational, benefit and social organi-
zations which are connected with the
Irish Canadians in this community. It
spacious athletic grounds wnd magnifi-
cent club house could be made the scene
of all gatherings of an Irish character,
whether they assumed the form of an
athletic or socinl nature, and it would be
the means of influencing young men to
identify themselves with the new move-
ment, which, if it is to succeed, must
have the virtue of variety in catering to
their wants, o

The hope of the future of Irish-Cana-
dians must be the rising generation.
Those who have crossed the threshold of
mature life, and who have been asso-

f{ciated with national and benefit socie-
:ties during the past, must concede that,

Jeven withthe advantages of pecuniary
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a’usistance, their history has not been of
a character, in as fur as catering to the
wants of youth is concerned, to prompt
that measure of enthusiasm which
would culminate in lasting and perms-
nent prosperity.

The new affiliation step should em-
brace the Shamrock A.A.A., because
that organization is capable of attract-
ing the attention of the rising genera-
tion, and serving as a probationary
arena where the Irish-Canadian youth
will imbibe not only the spirit of
patriotism but the feeling that they be-
long to an organization based upon
bueiness principles that will serve to
make them staunch and earnest workers
in the other branches at a later stage.

The proposed union, or confederation,
could be fairly launched with the pris-
ent equipment of the 8. A. A, A, It
would be free to embark upon the enter-
prise of a central headquarters in the
city, where Catholics, yeung and old,
would have the opportunities oflered to
them for social intercourse and mental
and physical culture which they now,in
a great many instancee, seek in Pro-
testant institutions.

The following is the full text of the
circular, issued by the secretary, calling
the preliminary meeting:—

MoxTREAL, September 22nd, 1896.

GENTLEMEX,—At a meeting of the va-
rious Irish Societies, religious and
national, held in August, 1846, the
question of forming a permanent*‘Cent ral
Council” of these bodies was discussed,
and it was resolved :

“That a meeting be held on the second
Tuesday in October next, in the St.
Patrick’'s Hall, and that the representa-
tives now present notify their respective
societies to elect three delegates to nt-
tend such meeting, and to take steps to
organize said Council as a permanent
body.”

You are, therefore, requested to elect
your delegates to said Council, in accond-
ance with the terms of the above resolu-
tion, and to notify the Provisional
Secretary, as early as possible, of the
names of those who arc to represent
your Society in the Council.

We need hardly remind you how im-
portant it 1s that you should make a
choice of yvour ablest and most ¢x
perienced members for this bady, as the
success of thie movement will depend
largely on the quality of the material of
which it will be composed.

The necessity of having such a Coun-
cil, a8 is proposed, must be apparent to
every one acquainted with existing con-
ditions in this ciey. Ifit is desirable as
a race to hold our own; to maintain
and extend our influence; to promote
our best interests; to attain thiat posi
tion in the community to which by our
numbers we are fairly entiticed, then it
is absolutely necessary that we should
organize to do so more effectively than
we have done in the past. and it will be
conceded by all whotake the matter into
serious consideration, that the proposed
Couneil is a move in the right direction.

Such & Couneil would afford a means
by which we could have an interchange
of views on all questions of importance
that affect our interests. It would bring
the Societies into closer touch with one
another, and lead to intelligent co-upera-
tion in all matters where united action
might be deemed advisable; the ties
thar bind us together would be strength-
ened, and we would have a niore intim-
ate knowledge of our position and re-
guirements. It would surely instil in
us a spirit of harmony, and tend to our
employing the means best calculated to
elevate our race, and pain the respect
and good will of the other races that
make up the great communivy of which
we are 80 important & part ; it would in-
fuse new energy and greater usefulness
in bodies already established; and en-
courage the formation of societies in
parishes or districte where at present
they do not exist.

It is intended that the executive com
mittee of theCouneil shall be chosen on
the basis of the district or parish system,
in order that it may represent every in-
terested section of the city, and thus be
a guarantee of greater union and more
effective extension of combinedinfluence,
for the general good of all.

Some means will be devised for defray-
ing expenses, but this is not a matter of
difficulty for the present, as no linbilities
could be incurred of a serious nature
without the consent of the various
bodies represented, and it will be easy
to arrange for such expenditure ns may
be absolutely necessary to place the
Council in fair running order. The
meetings could be held successively in
the halls of the different societies, com-
mencing with the oldest, so that the
question of rent is disposed of for some
time to come.
~ Of course, the various details of organi-
zation can be gone into at the meeting
in Qctober, but the all important point
at present is to have the societiea give
1o the establishment of such & body
their most earnest consideration. The
good results that will flow from the suc-
cessful carrying on of the operations of
this Council is beyond calculation, and

it will inevitably result in awakening a

better sentiment among our people, in
everything that tends to their material
and moral advancement. :

{Signed)
- M. A PHErAN, Trov. 5 c.

CATHOLIC YOUNG MEN

Receive Some Timely Advice from His

Lordship the Bishop of Clifion, at s
Recent Convention of Delegnten.

—

These are days in which the Catholic
young men in different countries are he-
ginning to organize themselves into
unions and learning the lessnn that in
unity there is strength. During the
period of u few weeks siveral large con-
ventions of young men's societies have
been held in the United States and in
Englanml.

At a recent convention in the latter
country the Bishop of Clifton Jelivered
an eloquent address to the great gather
ing of delegntes, from which we tuke
the following passages

“Young men are the strength of any
country und any commnnity if they have
cultivated their jntellects, formed good
babits, and trained their wills so s to
resist evil amd chorse good. Catholic
young meen have n doty to be strong.
They must remember that they are not
to follow the stream. but to g6 against
the stream.  They form a smull beuly in
the midst ot 2 vast population of non-
Catholics. and they have to show to this
vast population ol non-Cathalies what
Catholics ought to bhe, They shonkd
remember that people watel them, tnat
people notice what they do and what
they say, and if non-Catholies see them
indulging their pussione, plnnging into
vice, doing what same people call * gow-
ing theilr wild onts) they will say
*Catholic young men are like other
young men; they curse and swear and
drink, and g0 an, like others’ That, |
am sure, is not the eaze with yon, Yon
are delegates of the Yonung Men’s Socicty;
vou are pledged to set yonselves against
the stream, not to do evil, bt to be an
example to thore aronnd vau, When a
fish is in the river and dead, it toats
helplessly down the stream. but a live
tish always has it nose against the
stream. This stream may be violent
and gometimes Loo strong for the tish to
make headway againet it. In the same
way, you have to tight against the worhl
around you, you have to keep vour heal
up the strean:, becanse at the tap of that
stream s the fountain of life.

“What makes Cathelic young men
strong is that they have got tixed jrie-
ciples that can never chanse in the
conrse of all hwman progreess, however
human civilization mav go on, or woate
ever may be the discoverios in ceiepee.
Nothi-zs eanchunge these tirst prinei . Jes
which torm the strength of tie Catholic
heart.

“Ir you are strony yourselves beeanse
the Word of Godabideth in you, beeausy

the faith of your fathers is strong within
you, voir must do yonr hest to make that
fwith felt amongst othiers, to ensourage
thoge who are wenk, to encourage the
tlabby sort  of young men who are so
easily led and carried away, nnd whe
listen to anybody who will delude them.
In this you may bew vast power, you
may strengrhen the hackhones of those
flabby Cutholies and give them some of
your own strength and some of yonr own
power.”

s,

ATHLETICS A POTENT ATTRACTION

In the American Catholic Young Me s
Unlon,

The recent Convention of the Catholic
Young Men’s Societies of the United
States, held in New York, a report of the
proceedings of which will he found else-
where in this issue, estabilizhes the fact
that there is a strong sentiment « f unity

prevailing in the ranks of the American
Catholic Young Men. The following
statement will be interesting :—

Ther? were 300 delegates, representing
175 societies and 40,000 Catholic young
men. The reports of the various dig-
cesan unions were interesting and showed
a slow but steady growth in membership,
interest and activity. New York and
Philadelphia made the hest showing,
Philadelphia having thirty-five sacieties,
with a total membersbip of 3000, and
New York thirty affiliated sncietics,
whose membera number 4,163, and twelve
non-aflilisted clubs, with an estimated
membership of 1200,
eighteen clubs and 3,000 members.

Many valusble papers replete with
suggesilons for widening Lhe work of
Catholic young men’'s associations were
read and must have a far reaching influ-
ence when the delegites carry back the
inspiration to their various ciubs,

It was conceded that so far the most
potent attraction to members has heen
the athletic feature of the clnbs, but al
are desirous of developing the intel-
lectual rz well as the physical side of
their memberahip.

ATHLETES AND STUDY.

Some Interesting Statintics on
Subject,

The Standard and Times refera to the
much discussed question of the capa-
bility of students who devote a goodly
portion of their time to athletics, in the
following manner :—

‘“ The popularity of athletic sports in
colleges and universities is frequently
made the subject of surcastic comment,
and the opiunion is held by many that
the average student is allowed to give
more time to the development of his
muscles than of bis brains. In many
instances this opinion is held with per-

the

Brooklyn has-

fect justice, but proof is not lacking that

n judicious combination of physical wnd
mental exercis-s is productive of resal g
not attainable where the rule pravid-«
for all study and no play. Munt =i,
Mary's College. Emmitsburg. Md, fur
nish¢s some interesting staistics henr
ing on this point which bring out very
forcibly the fact that he wno excels in
athletics when pro erly regnlated and
conducted is lound to stand at or near
the head of bis classes  Duringthe past
six years this matter hnsg been parien-
lurly noticed, and the records will sab-
stantiate the fact.

In the mostadvanced eolleginte classen
the following resnlts have beenobserved:
In six graduating clisses thirteon out of
cighteen gold med ls wore taken by
members of the enllege foatball and base-
ball teams, while three of the five ne-
miining medals were gecurod by tennis
and handhall proficients and bat two
went  to neonsparticipants, s rivtly so-
catled. 0 twenty-ieur gold  medals
atfered to membors 0f the junior class
during the siume six yeara, elecen went
tn menbers of the college foothdl and
haschall clud &, sever were awarled to
tennis  and handbail  proticien s and
membirs of gnb basehall ard toothall
teamis, while non-participane seenped
but five medals. Tans, out of lTorty two
prizes given, all bnt « v n wepe awanded
to students wio eombined stmdy with
sue > exercises as was ailieded by the
principal games in which onr students
indulged.  Thin average  holds good
thronghont the minor elas<es as well.

AM:ZRICAN CATHOELIC GLUB.

Nomce Very Inter sting Facets Concerning

Th ir Adwinistration aund

Equipment,

There sre many Catholic elubs, Dbt
the bert two ob tnem wre in Chicago and
New York

The Columbus Clnb of Cliengo is a
Catholie elul crzaniz < for suelh publie
spirited objects ns from time to ting
seetu proper for Catholie laymen to un-
dertake.

The recention given May, =93 10 the
Duke of Veragun, and the banguet of
Octuber 12, were alluirs well worthy of
any club.and they reflected prent credit
npon the atficers and committee having
them in clhiaree. Daring the Catholie
Congress the Columbog Ciuhoalso adaded
1o tae reputation of s nembership tor
gracetni hospitality,

Its new club hense, Ino whichi it is al-
rendy comtdortably settled, i< o Manrae
street, opposite the Palmer Honge and

was tive fyovue of the Cnjeaga Clgh,
Four Cathalic gentlemen bonoent i tor
000 and then raised tne wirade !
strieture at o grodal expense, Hiting ot

the first thor for banking purposos, Tae
elnh o are elegantly tarnshed,

The Cobinbns Cleb b o memh
ship of 800 The dues are 830 poe vear,

President W, A, Ambere, the cilident
head of this club, s atircles woriier in
its hehall, e has made it a coedit te
Catholie Chicago.

Foremost among the Catholic socind
organizations of the Eaxt is the Catholje
Club: of the City of New York,  From
its wenlth and seope and the prominene:
of many of its menhers it may be com-
sidered the most tharonghly representa-
tive Cathodic body in that city, In fuet,
there is Hitle exageerntion in the state
ment that it is national rather than
municipal inits churacter. Ity magniti-
cent elub house an Fitty-nimh street,
overlooking Central Park, commuands
from its windows one of the finest views
on Manhattan Island, and is boilt and
equipperd on a seale that renders it one
of the most beautiful haildings of its
clags in the country. Architecturally it
ix a gem, and the interior is dispored
with a virw to beauty and userminess in
a way that renders it slmeost perfect.
The estimated cost of the stracture is
$800,000, The most striking teature of
the club is the library, which occupies
the entire third foor and is said o he
the most extensive and valuable private
¢-llzetion 1. books and manuscripts in
the country.

The Cathe lic Clah is the successor of
the Nuavier Union, having assumed its
present name Junuary 1, 1885, The lat-
ter organizution was an ollshoot of the
Navier Alumni Sodality, established by
tbe Jesnit Fathers in their Collegein W,
16th street, and it dater its existence
from February, 1871. While during the
year of its inception it had only 131
members, it can now boast of an nctive
resident membership of nearly 1001, be.
sides honordary, non resident and army
and navy members. Specinl courtesics
and privileges are extended to Catholic
ofiicers in the United States army and
navy. The library, ton, has grown from
a modest collection of 250 books in 1871,
t0 an array of more than 20 000 volumes
‘The growth of the organization has heen
phenom nai.

FATHER MATHEW ANNIVERSARY.

—

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B, SOCIETY.

Th+ members of Bt Ann's T. A. & B
Soctery will celrbrate the anniversary of
Father Mathew on Sunday next, 11th
Qctober, by receiving Holy Communion
in a body in $t. Ann’s Church, at 8
o'elock Muss, and in the evening at 7
o'clock they will attend a religious
demonsatration in ¥t. Ann's Church. Tne
gifted orator, Rev. Father Heffernan, has
been invited to preach the sermon—asub
jeet : ¢“The work of Father Mathew.”
Sister temperance societirs have been in-
vited to attend. The regular monthly
meeting will be held in St. Ann’s Hall,
on the same date, at 8 30 p.m.” A good

turn-out of the members is earnestly re-
quested. . o s

THE CLAIM OF ME. W,

b

WALLACE WAS VEXED.

———

J. O'HARMA
FOR EXTRY PAY WaS
THE CAUSLE,

MESSRS, BERGERON AND QUINN, M 'S, TELL
THE EX CONTROLLER OF
PLAIN TEUTH= AROUT HIS AssocTATIONS
WITIE THE [, oo 1L IN THIX Clry,

CERTOME =0My,

——

[FROM OV 0WN CORRESPOXDENT. |

Orrawy, October 5 —There was quite
vwrangle in the flonse fast Friday night
hetween ditferent members of the Opho-
<itiom on the merita of Me. Wo b 0 Hara,
Asajutant Collector of Customs at Mont-
real.

Atsame perind in the dim past Mr,
O'Hara must have trodden upon the
corns Mr. N. Clarke Wallace, ur
eubbed the Most Worshipful Master of
the QOrangemen the Wrong way.

Certnin it is that the former Controller

of Customs has no atleetion for the
oftficinl who neted as Collector at Mont-
renl during the time of his Controller-
ship—claiming that it kept him and
Commirsioner Kilvert busy keeping Mr,
O'Hara straight —and in protecting the
country aml the revenue, both of which
were endangered by actions of the Mont-
real ofticinl! That a deep-planted ani-
mogity ngainst Mr. (’Hara ran awny
with fhe judgment and memory of Mr.
Wallaee is gquite apparent,

The fact is generally known and appre-
cinted that the Assistunt Collector of
Caurtoms nt Montreal is about the heat
pested man on Custonss laws and  pro-
ceduee in the Dominion, nnd the idea of
Mr. Wallnee, even with the valuahble
arsistaner of Mo Kilvert, * putting him
ctruight.”” 1 real funny.

In Messra, OQuinn and Bergeron Mr,
(" Hara tonnd stuuneh ehampions, and
the discnasion between them and the ex-
Controtler waxed warm, and several un-
complimentary  things were told  Mr,
Wallner nbont his administration  of
Costenniw atliairs ot the port of Montrenl,
The Waratiipful Grand Master way told
{n pladn words tat he was un Grange-
man Grst on every occasion, amd that he
viewed Unatoam matters, as e viewed
everything elue through speeieles of o
decidedly yeilow boe. Mreo Wallace,
thongh blessed with w hade ancineh or
ao thick, Jid not hke these potlections
on his dhmpartiality,” amd procveeded 1y
vent nis sploen upon MroQuainn, Any-
Tri=t apd Catholie has the same
oot on the Warshiptud Geaond Master
that a redd rage oo bl Mr Wal-
Lwee e el Mes Wadliee e not ex-
corsively rodned i his eooler monients,
and when he allows his ad Catiolic
matnre to bave eway, hoe beeotnes e
eide Iy commson, solse peaple wanth sy
vulear,

Meo M. FCQuinns detenee of  Me,
O i wats ety wid fearkess, and hiy
eriticiem ot Moo Walliee's wdministras
tion cogent and pertinent. Hie did not

of

stop Lo low personad shise—he dil not.
have to, .

Mr. Wallaeo's supply of dignity {a
sennt and easily exbansted, ny he soon
bheeame undipnitied sl nasty, and in
replying to the member from St Ann's
resorted to street-corner wit

Oa the Castoms vole n considerable
discussion took place between Messrs,
Waood, Wallnee and Paterson, as to ap-
pointments, amd the Controller intimag-
ed that he should probably find it his
duty to dismiss soine of the men recent-
ly sppointed by his predecesser,

Mr. Bergeron made an appesl in sup-
port of the claim of Mr. O'Hurn, Deputy
Cotlecter at Montreal, to the Collector's
salary while the oflice was vacant.

Me. Clarke Wallace did not regard the
cluim ss justified.

Mr, (uinn atrongly supported Mr.
O’Hara's claim, and spok  of him a8 the
best Customs oflicer in Canada,

Mr. Clarke Wallnceszid his experience
of Mr. O'Harn did not bear out Mr.
Qninn’s eulogy of him.

Mr. Quinn suid Sir Mackenzie Bowell
wis his authority for the statement. If
Mr. Wallace thonght Mr. O'Hara waa
inetlicient lie ought not tu have been so
long in appointing a collector. Mr.
O’'Hara was more bighly regarded in
Montreal than Mr. Wallnce himself, who,
when he was Controller of Customs, was,
in Mr. Quinn’s opinicn, the great source
of weakness in the Depariment. A long
wrangle between Messrs. Quinn, Ber-
geron and Wallace followed ns to Mr.
O Hara’s merits.

(Concluded on fifth page.)

NENAGH's NEW CHURCH.
IMPRESSIVE DEDICATIVE CEREMONIES HELD:
LAST MONTH.

The dedication ceremonies of the New
Church of St. Mary of the Rosary, at
Nenagh, were held last month, and were
of a most impressive character. The
Most Rev. Dr. McRedmond, of Killaloe,.
officiated. As a specimen of ecclesias-
tical architecture, it is said to be one of
the most perfect which has yet come
from the gifted band of Mr. Walter
Doolin. [t 1s in style witer the manner-
of vhe English Gothic of the 12th cen-
tury. Its massive proportionsare singii--
larly gracetul, '

The Most Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop off
Limerick, preached an eloquent sermon,, -
during the course of which he drewa

beautiful picture of the noble apirit of _-

devotion evinced by the péople of Ire- -
land in raising monuments which for
ages' to come wonld: bear testimony of
their faith snd piety, .. - oL




