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principles xvhich the grammarians and rhetoricians have dis-
covered by the saine means.

If I arn told again that there is no turne for such a course of
training, my answer must agrain be that if the necessary disci-
pline can be secured only in this wvay, thcn tinie inust be found.
Nor is there any inystery about the nature of ivhat I cail 1'scien-
tific treatinent." Uts rnethod is just the rnethod of ail inductive
science-anialysis, classification, ,gencralization. It has for its
subject matter, thoughit expressed in langu age or language
expressing thoughit, instead of the earth's chîst, or Jie comiplex
substances in nature, or the phenomnena of organ ized living bodies;
but the xvay in wvhich that subject miatter is deait xvith is the turne-
honored xvay practised by Aristotie and expounded by Bacon,
WiewvelI, and Mil]. Such a rnethod of decaling with the languagc
wvill afford an intellectual training of the highest and most valut-
able kind, for, apart altoget-her froin the discipline tlîat resuits
froin the constant exercise of the reasoning powvers, the compara-
tive study of English* classics xvith a view to mastering the
philosophy of "'style," cannot bc without a beneficial influence
on the process of « invention." The manner ini vhich the student
expresses his thoughts xvill improve, and the thoughts xviii becorne
more worthy of the improved m-odes of expression.

There are four lines of inquiry that mustbe kept steadily in vieil
in the scientiflc: investigation of Englishi, thougrh it must alwayvs
be borne in mind that the distinction betiveen tliem is one only
of convenience in treatmnent. For the purposes of this paper I
cali the restilting departmcnts of the science of language by the
terins, Grammar, Philoiogy, Rhetoric, and Prosody, prernîsing
that I do flot thereby irnply that the meaning I attachi to these
names is universally accepted. A brief exposition of the subject-
matter of eachi of these four sciences xviii, I hope, make clear
xvhat I mean by subjecting the English language to «"scientific
treatmetit.-"

.r. Cr-ammnar.- XVhat psychoiogists cali a '«thought " is
ernbodied in xvhat grammrarians call a '«sentence," and the dis-
covery of the general principles underiying the fort-ation of
sentences is the function of grammar. A ready and compara-
tively easy xvay to get possession of the-se principles is to meim-
orize them fi-oui treatises> and thiis lias been too rnuch the fashion.


