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— EDITURIAL NOTES.

OXE priccipal roason for tho recent weak-
ness in wheat ig tho fact that United States
g:ocks haverofused to disappaar as rapidly
a3 was prodicted. Earlier in the season
there was much talk abaut a short crop in
the Uaited S:ates, aud some alloged authori-
ties tried to prove, and did prove to the
satisfaction of many, that the available sur-
plas for export would be exhausted before
this time, at the rate shipments wore going
our. lnstead of this, thera is still plenty of
wheat in sight. E .rly in November last The
Commorcial said: ‘¢ Notwithstanding the
talk about & short wheat crop in the United
States this year,The Commercial would point
ont that the quantity of wheat marketed on
this crop exceads the quantity marketed for
asimilar period last yaar, ‘The quantity of
wheat marketed from July 1st to November
1st this year is about 95,000,000 bushels,
compared with 81,000,000 busheis for the
same poriod last year. The movement
would indicate that the crop is as large, or
larger, than last year.!” What The Com-
meveial then predicted is now generally
sdmitted, namely ; that tho wheat crop of
1896 has been considerably under estimated.

* * *

SoME of tho papers in the Territories have
worked themselves up into quite a stato of
frenzy over the proposal to extend the bound-
aries of Manitobe westward to tzke in &
portion of the PTerritories. This is a ques-
tion which, like all others, has two sides to
it. While the mere proposal has appavently
aroused much opposition in sections of the
Perritories, the people in Manitoba have
been saying nothing about the matter.
Really, however, Manitobans havo about as
good reason for oppocing the proposal as
residonts of the Territories have. The ex-
tersion of the provincial boundaries of the
provines would increase the cost of govern-
ment, without bringing any proportionate
incroase in revenue. Manitoba would not
sscure control of the public domain in the
torritory proposed to be adedd to the pro-
vince, as that is vested in the Dominion
goveroment, The province would secure an
ineroase in the capitation allnwance from the
Dominion, but this would not compensate
for the increased expanditure, The residents
of the added territory, supposing an exten-
sion of the boundary is made, would at once
be coming in with a demand for assistancs to
secure better railway facilities, Manitoba,
with tho excoption of the eastern district,
is now wellsupplied with railways, bat im-
mediately beyond the western boundary of
the provinee there aie settlements which are
greatly in need of railway communication,
These would have to be supplied, and the
provincial debt would be increased in order
to supply these needed roads. Unless a more
favorable financial arrangement can be made
with the federal government, the wisdom of
ssking for an extonsion of the provincial
boundaries is 2 matter of considerable donbt.‘

LaAsT week Tho Comwercial expressed the
hope that the great natural resources of the
Crow’s Nest. pass region would not beallowed
to fall into the hands cf political favorites
or mcnopolists, Ia this connection roforenco
was mado to tlio great sacrifices which have
beon madoe of the public domain in British
Columbia. We mav now add that a portion
of tho wealth of the Crow's Nest pass is
within the boundaries of the territory of
Alberta, and thuscowmes under the jarisdic-
tion of the federal government. In British
Columbie the public domain is owned by the
province, except tho belt surrounding the
main line of the Canadian Pacific ralway,
which was banded over to the Domigpicn.
In tho Territories, bowever, the public
domain is vested in the Dominion govern-
ment.
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WORD has been received from Ottawa that
tho tariff commission will be in Winnipeg
on Monday, February 8. The commission
“will bo propared to hear ovidence during
their two seasions each day on Monday and
Tuesday, and they will remain over a third
day if necessary. Business men who have
any interests which they wisit to represent
beforo the commission, will be at liberty to
attend and present their case.
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IT 1S earnestly to bo hopad that the Cana-
dian commissioners who go to Washiogton,
will be able to arrive at a satisfactory settle.
ment of the labor question aleng the bound-
ary. - ‘The new Unitcd States law, which is
likely to soon go intoeffect: will increase the
irritation felt in Canada on account of the
alien lzbor laws of the Uaited States. Al-
ready & strong feeling is being aroused
in favor of vetalintion. Canadians have
good reason to feel irritated over the action
of the United States in this matter, but it is
to be hoped we will not allow this feeling to
getithe better of our common sense.  Every
effort should be made to bring about and
continue the most cordial feoling of friend-
ship between the two Eaglish speaking
nations on this continent. It would be wis-
dom for Canadians to ropress their feclings
in the matter for a time at least, in the hope
that the causes of irritation wiil be speedily
removed, &s there is every reason to beliave
they will be, If we approach our neigh-
borsin a frank, friendly and manly spirit,
we have every reason to hops that thoy will
reciprocate, The trend of events is decided-
ly in the diractions of more friendly relation-
ship with our southern neighbors, The
readiness of the Washington authorities to
come to an arrangement with Canada in the
quarantine matter, gives us hope that in
this labor question they will also ba ready to
come to a satisfactory settlement with our
cornmissioners.
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TUE live stock quarantine regulations ULe-
twaen Canada and the Upited States were
sbolished by mutual understanding on
February first. This will be & great help to
trade in live stock betweon the two coun-
tries, At last Monday’s market at Buffalo,
New York, twenty-five cars of Ontario cattle
wero offered as a result of the removal of the
-quarantine. At-this rato the chunge will be

very boneficisl to the farmers of Eastern
Capada. It will also enable Canadian
breeders of fancy stock to sell freely for
shipmont to tho United States. Canadian
thoreughbred animals are in demand in the
United States for breeding purposes, but
herotofore the quarantive has stood mm the
way of the dovelopmont of this trade. Mani-
toba and the West will benefit by the re-
moval of the quarantine, in the matter of
immigration from the United States, Many
good farmers have been prevented from
moving {rom tho States to this country on
accountof ths guarantine, as it prevented
them from brioging their live stock with
them. As farmers could not alwuys dispose
of their live stock ta advantage at home, they
would not sacrifice their stock in order to
carry out the desire to move to Canada.
* ¥ %

Tue Commercial quite agrees with what
the Macleod Gazette and cther Westorn
Territorial papors have said regarding the
removal of the quarauntine, so far as their
remarks apply to a censuie of ¢he govern-
ment for not having consulted therange live
stock interost bofore agrecing to abolish ‘the
quarantino. We believe the government
did not give duo consideration to the inter-
ests of the western stockeaisersin this matter.
At the same time, all the arguments ad-
vanced by the western press, in favor of
retaining the quarantine, apply to questions
which should bo considered on their merits,
aside from tho quaractine. If the western
ranchers require more protection, in order to
hold the British Columbia markets,let themat-
tor ba considered on its merits, aside from the
quarantine. If there is danger of the ranges
bacoming overcrowded by the introductéon
of cattlo from the United States, let that
also be considered on-its merits, Thess are
both questions which have no direet connec-
tion with the qusrantine and are only
incidentally related thereto. It is not too
late for the government: to take up both of
these questions, in theinterest of the western
stockraisera.

® * *

AT THE recoat election trial at London,
Ontario, Judge Robertscn is reported to have
said: **I have been listening for the last
gighteon days to people making statements
under oath in one way, and aunother set of
people affirming the other way that the
statements were not true, I think :there
will have to bea few indictments for perjury
throughout the ocountry to make pooplo
aware that it is an offence to state an uns
truth under oath, Up in a certain part of
the cotutry where I have been my confi-
denco in what people say under oath has
been much shaken.” Perjury in the courts,
according to legal genclemen, is & very com-
meu offence. A Winnipeg lawyer stated to
the writer not long ago, that prejury was
very common, in civil as wellasin criminal
cases, ‘* but then,” ha added, *‘there is no
use in trying to prosecute the cases. Many
legal gentlemen become so used to listening
to what they know is perjary, that they woy
very littlo attention to it.”” The writer has
only been interested in a fow legal contests,
but in every one of them, absolately false
ovidence was given by one or more witnesses,



