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priviloges vouohaafed undor tlioir faculty
charters; but mon wlmo have beu :nixcd ln
à.tigation and paid a few lawyerb bille will
bc loathe to beliove that, and the matter ainuply
stands, that any comubine found ia connection
witht trade, mects with the furiaus opposition
of quite a largo qharo of public opinion, white
the profcsonal combino le allowcd tw pas as a
unatter af usage nlot ta bo interferrod with.

The variety nf trusts that are L.Wng foruncd,
or talked of beog formed, throughout thie
continent, aire aometimes truiy amuaing. One
la talkcd of by tise Plilladelphia Ledger, which
will ombrace a million of farmore, each holding
stock te the extent of $50 oniy, and the trust
will bny, sali, bandits, and we auppose consume
if neccssary, tho prodmecte of the farmere, and
bull and bear markets so as te seure tho
maximum of profits te the membere of the
trust. T7ho Led ger adds, that the undertaking
je likely tw prove vory profitable ta the parties
wvho will bondie the funds of the trust,

Scarcely lees amnueing are tome of the legie.
lative attempts ta abolish trusts. The Stato of
Kainsas for instance bas a 1mw making it a fine-
able offeace for tiny one ta bc conaected with
an organization or number of individuels, who
cnther uo-!er penalty or by simple agreement,
combine te fix the prize af any articles of
merchandise, amy mechanical or profcssional
services, or any scalle af charges whatever. The
etate of affaire sought te bo reachcd in Kansas
eau find a paralci oaiy in that mythicai Dutch
medley, where cvery musicien, in a party af
twenty with different instruments piaved iiie
own tume irrespective af what tune the others
played.

Our Domninion Gavernment have tricd te
eatisfy the public mania for anti.trust legisia-
tien and have utteriy failed, and this session
the United States Congres bas been struggiing
with similar legisiation, and with the prob.
ability of reacbing similar resuits. It seeme
as if no satisfactory legialation ca be reached,
whca legisiatore start fromn the axiom, that all
comubimations are inj urious te trade aad pro-
ductive of injury ta the public. The aid trade
guilde held trade in a sale etate, and kept if at
au even flow. With their disappearance came
the days af unheaithy competition and periodi-
cal panies, unknown in the aId guild days, and
something ta mitigate their evils is mow much
wantcd. Combinations fa proert risinoue
competition aund recklcss inflation are about the
oaiy powers that can do se, but the cry is aow
for legislatian that will aboiish even euch comn.
binations and force competition in e, eryfhing,
aud competifion withaut amy guard against the
ovuls referred tw. It muet ho cicar tw any ane
who wiil caimnly coasider the matter, that such
legisiation as in now clamored for, besides being
unjuef and tyrannicai, wouid be decidedly in-
jurious te trade. To keep trade in a nse ato
it in nccessary sometimes ta limit competition,
which can be donc without the general public
,3uffering in amy way. Therefore legisiation
w.hichi aime t*> crush everything which checke
or hiaders compotition, etarts frein a misconcep-
fion af the real wants of frade and also of the
pereonial rights of those eugaged laitl. To make
unlawfui every combination, in order ta get at
tuc few wvho tranegrees liw or justice, is abott
as wise a course as -hat of the farmer, who

cfubbcd every red Iseaded boggar wha came te
tifs door, becaue at oLse fume a red hemided
beggar, who obtalned food and shelter et bis
bouse, stole anc af hie horses (luring the niglit.

CAUTIONJ BUYINUS
Tise representafivea af wholcsale merchante

and mnfauecturera who boandie eeason linos of
goode and who have ta take ordue fmmn samples
durlng summer for fal and winter goomie, and
duriug wiuster for eprlng ad summer goode,
have this epring received another ver>' distinct
and moro or leu expeneive bannan ln the folly
of etarting out on the road fao earby in the
secasn, and before their cuetomers were rcady
ta make purcheses.

Haîf a dozea years aga if was the customi for
travelling mcn la the d'ry gouda, clothimg and
ather seasan limes te start out aver tho Nortl-
wesf about the end of Mlay or beginning of ,Tune
takiog samples af feul and wiator gooda, and
agein in the latter part af November or about
the begbaning af Docember with spring and
summer eamplee. Dmîrimg thc years of de.
pression following the booin collapse of 1882
competition ives mot s0 keen bore, and the men
wht, stuck ta the country through ail ifs
troub!esg were content ta etart out about the
dates mcntioned, there beimg no speciai pressure
ta farce tbemn out eariier. With the return of
better times more competitors entered tIse
tield, and the time of starting ouf crepte8teadily
to cariier dates, untit men efarted ouf with
trieir spriusg samples not later than the firsf
day of October, and with fail and winter linos
early in April. Thus if came erouad that
country merchants wbo had not paid for their
iast Jall gooda, and had thcir epring stocke ia
their stores unbroken, were pressed and tompted
ta make tbeir purchases for a coming faîl and
winter, whfle in the cariy feul with their lust
spriog *goode unpaid, and their faîl .jtock un-
toutclsed, they were being prcssed te boy.
Such a state ai affaire as thia could mat lest,
and au unboalthy state of t.zede vais the resuit,
from which quite a few insolvencies have taken
place during the past twa yeare, nearly &Hi of
whicls wouid have heent avoided huid these
temuptations tw recklese buying nat existcd.

Tho past winter and this eprimg have brauglit
a hcavy financiai pressure on the greef majority
of aur Northweetern retailere, which bas forced
themn teke the initiafive in the reform ai this
woo eeriy buying ab;xse, a reform wh ich ahouid
have been undertakea by tha men wvho éell ta
them. The crop of 1888 was more or bess o! a
diseppointmemt te ail in this Norfhwest, comiog
as if dimi miter the abundeit one of 1887. Then
folaowed the failure ai the 1889 crop which loit
retaiiera withabeavy ioad we carry, and if in natta
be ivondered af thet they have refused ta buy
fail goode purely an caming crop hopes and
bave sent eerly caiJ.ing traveilers easf with sa
alim orders that thesa nmen will bave te go over
the groumd again this season.

it le tW be burpcd that aur retail mcrch,.ofe
will pereevere in this course o! refusing te buy
fao far ahead. There je great wisdomn ia se do-
ing, especiaily ia connectian with full goode.
If these purchasesi are beld off until June opens,
the seeding time is putf, and tho firet warmn
reine have come, if the yuar in not ta lie one of

drought and short crope. Then the buyer isbasing ies purchnsce upon crop prospects, and
that is suflicient risk for hlmi ta run. If lie
buys fromn the fravoller who le on the graund inm
April lie le elmply buying upon the strength of
lits own crop hopes, for the le et thef time muo
crop prospect la existence. The argument as
mot seaetrong against early buyiog la the fait ut
spriog and summer goode, but stîli thora sa
wisdom lu belng cautious, and lacurlng :no ob.
ligmtion befare it le aocessary fa do so.

Seeing our retailers bave talken tho initiative
la reforming this abuse, fhey have reason ta
expect support froin tho wholemale frade ail
over flue Dominion. If tha ieading liouses
wauld only fako tlic step leu Important amnes
would very soion be compeiled ta follow thein.

LEGITIiITE ?NING.
It looks as if the Northwest w iuld ere msny

years sec the grawfh and devolopmnent cf
minlng, until it wouid take its place as anc cf
the valuabis industries ai the country. Up t0
this time the only real mining progrese made
has been et thse Quit coal mines near Lethbridge
and thse Stair coal mine near Medicino Hat,
bath la the valiey ai the South Saskatchecwan
in thse territory ai Alberta. Thore are utmer
ceai mines undevelopcd further west, but the
Gait mine la the only one which bas made grest
progrees, and if now forme the foundation of
wvhat promises sen fa ba quite a centre of
population, and pcasibly in a few yeara the
]argest towa in the Nortlswe8tern Territories.
There are now hopes ai the cerly opening and
developmenf of tho vaut coal fielde ai the Souris
district, so thaf la a few years with iocreeed
railway facilities, cealis likely ta almost cadire-
ly supereede wood as the fuel ai this prairie
country.

Sa far ceai minimg la the Northwest has as a
rule been confined ta what mighf be plsced
under thse head of legiffosete minimig, tisere
having bean but icw cases ai impecumious dhis
coverers peddling &raund samples frais, a rich
fiad and scarching for a guebing capitaliet. Se
long as fhi'î statu ai affairs la maintaincd we
m[sy expect ta see thse work ai development
going on juet as fest as railway extension evili
mmke if possible.

If in te bc regretted that mining in cominection
with preciaus metals has nef receivcd fhe
samne sensible ti-catmeat as that in conmection
with ceaI. As yetgold miaing, and tiseminiisg
o! ail preciaus motels eupposed fa, be [uuud in
this vent country, hasnmet passed that point
where the explorer and diecoverer amd a few
smsociafes are looking around for a capitahist
who wiIl put up tise f unds for the develcpmient
ai some El Dormia (reel or imagineryî the
location and plan ai whlch is known emly te
those amxious cash huntere. About seveu yeail
ega this was veried a liffle, whea a fe-v cliques
ai irrespaible speculator8, tise offe8courisgs of
tise bursted Manitoba boom, floafcd jolit stock
companie8 with 'millions ai dollars of authorlia
capital, and mnagcd ta rakte in quite a little 01
the fund2 ai tho unwary by sclling moetlY ai à
few cents on tise dollar of face value the stod
ai these bogue compamies, net amie cf rlsich
posscaaed oen a title ta tise lande on whlch lie
mining operations wera ta bo carriel eon. As


