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saddle, and flank came into supper withoul the basement of bis jeans aud
mide sarcastic remarlrs, the KAd feit bimscîfa ba bumorist, and one would
have thoughl that capers of this so)rt was bis bigbest aim in life, but it was
ha wbo, after a cold, bard day's %voit-, rode lweuty miles on a sloinmy nigbl
:o got a surgeon t0 set the le- Hank lid broken in the eveniug. Butipranks
are pranks, an 1 the praukce seldoîn takes thc saine view of tbemn as does
tbe prankist, and) tlius il came Io pass thal the Kid's ligbî.mludedne8s,
together %ith bis everlasling j ikcilhesle, brought upon bim the scorn of bis
fcllow laborers at the "IHX.' Ihey ail lîkcd hini well enougb, but that was
ail. They neyer considered or icc uded hbin in their plans, excepl wben
Ihert was saime unconifortuble duîy te perform. In fact they paid
vcry little attention t0 bim. ]3riefly, he acted like a fifteen-yeat.old
boy, and waBso treatcd.

The neXt spriug Miss Mâ4ry Brooks appeared on tbe scene as a visiter 10
Colonel Iluford, six miles south of ni. She came-sbe saw-aud- the rest
of it. WVomen w.ere very scarce in our viciniiy, eapecially young an~d pretty
once, and Io our unaccuslomed eyep, Venus and the three Graces and al
the rest wereni't in il wvith Mary Brooke, and we bowed down and worshîp-
ped litre a lot of balf-l-dgcd idiotç.

WVe were ail serious too. Il was remaricable how niuch business B3s
Fleming bac) to llk over with the Colonel ail o! a suddeu, and how Il the
scribe, look such a fancy te reading aud discussiug Browning with Mnb.
Hianford, wbo was slighîly draf, and, therefore, not. easy 10 converse with.
Il Was fot long, however, b.-fore Bâss Fleming and 1 bad tbe running ail 10
ourselves. Fleming, as a nzar neighbar, a big rinch-owner and a wealîhy
man, h8d a sitong bold on the Colonel, and Il the scribe, baving stuck to
my desk in carly youlh, and being. therefore, able t0 talk a littil: on such
aubj-cts as inîerested Mirs. Hauford, had quitz captivated bier, and the bo)ys,
perceiving tbi satite o! affisire, discreelly tvithdrew and spent their oveniugs
as of yore.

All but the Un'iressed Kid. lie, being from Boston-Miss flrookc's
bome-a!s) camne ini for a share o! bier imtales and conversation, but, ns -
sboi;ed no signa of change in bis youthful way8, we didn't psy much atten-
tion t0 bim, except Io cous:dcr himr much in the samne light as one miîght a
nuisance in kilts. He was in the ivay, of course, but ho dida*c cause us
Bny worry.

To bc suio, we wondored bow il wZs thal Miss Brooke could tolerate bis
nonsense aud chatter, fatr elle was sim.-what staid in ber way8, and a person
phom one would bardiy suspect of a likîng for levity. The Boss and I
were bolbh sure that the Kid's constant presenice tirla begin te pail very soon
-btis fly, bc would make Miss ]3rooke îircd-sud we lwo cc.uld fi.ýht it out
solely between onrselvi s

But aomehow tbis stat., of thinga didnlt corne te pass. he Kid man;,g.d
to gel in as nîany calîs as did tbc biss aud Il and, what was worse, usually
had Miss Brooke pretty mucb to bîimself, worse luck bO tbc old Inolks; sac)
it made Fleming aud 1 very weary t.) hear ber laughing at bis timc-worn
jokes until the tcars rollkd down ber checks.

That the Infant bad terious intentions neyer cntered aur heads. 01
course, il was undeiabie that Miss Brooke likcd bin, but ibat, we a.%sured
ourselves, was in a spisit o! mnerc good-naturcd tolerauco. B-.sides, vvbo
cver knew of the Kid baing a 8weeily soleron thougbil

Providence carn e our eid about the miiddlc of July in the shape of a
telegram ttating that the lCîdts wcalthy fatbti, with wbom bic bac) mot been
on very good terms-that is, no ternis lit all-bad gone the way of humt-
nity, aud tbattbe ]Cid must corne bome ai once te look aller bis afftire.

Wc were ut ]Ianford's, Fleming aud I, that eveuîug, wheu îthe Rîd, who
hac) preceded us by an bour or ai, look le-ave of Miss ]3rooke. lic -.vas noi
goiug b2ck t0 the ranch, buviog hall bis things sent ta town in oarder ta start
carly iu tbc moruing, and hie lcfî shorîly after ire arrived.

Even if we bad expecte-d othcrwiso thore was uotbing loucbing in tht
Cid's lcav.-taking. White not quite so ligbt in bis speecth us usuail, bie

couIc) hardly have bec nl accused o! seriou3rnes, aud bie shook handi with
Mliss lironke in the saine beaity way as ivilli thetrest o! us.

Wtl, the KAd wis tl-if not for good, for soveral wecks at least, and
the boss aud 1 irere atone ia tbc fi-.ld, sud bath resolved to niake bay w:hite
tbere iras no clouds obscuring Sil. We spent a delightful eveuiug, barriug
each otbet's presenice, and the deparled Kid was only mentioued once, and
then by Mia roake, who laugbingly relatcd one of bis rcmirks, addiug.
"Whal a j ully, whole.soulcd boy il is, t0 bc sure il

As ire rode home not rauch was said, but irben we came in sight of tbc
lisht ai the" IlIX Il E-.cmin;g reiucdl ip bis horse, clcared his throaî snd esid,
huskily: "Scribe, niy boy, I rcckon we are in tbc sagne boat, and wc might
es wcll bc t rauk about it. î've "-hc clcared bis bliroat again-1 ruade up
my mind 10 bave Mary-Misa Brooke-fir ni> wifc-if sbe'll bive me. I
bhliuk you'rc in the saine fiz."

I uoddcd, mot being able te answer, sud Fleming irent on in the saine
queer voice -I "Tbey say all's fair in love aud war. I don't belicre it.
?Nothing is fair but justice. ýV1carc even noir, I biuk. le-t usbe fairwiitb
cach tiler, and may the be-tter man win."

Aud thus il came about thai, ivithout any m3re irorde, we golte1 calling
M Ilhanford's on alternate nigbs-and.-oh, these ivoirien 1-eacb fondly
belicved himsclf the f&vored une, if fivor thcre iras. Mlary,.-so I bbougbt
of hcr alwaya now-talkcd foot-baIl witb Fleming, tvho iras an cx-member
of the Priceton tcani, and talked books and se forth witb nie, sud ire iere
bellb as bappy as unfortonabe rmen can ever bc under likc circulnsbirCse.

S.eplenber firei came, sud wiib il a tel.-gram [rom bbc Kid. 1 iras ini
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town and rccived it, opcoing Il, as I always did the flass's tclegrams an'r!
busines eters, Io sec if il wag nything requiring immediate attention.
The message was datol from Omabi, and rcad :

"IJ. I. Fleming. flX. Ranch,-, Neb.: WVitt arrive on the tbird to
etay n few dayp. Take a couple caecs beer t0 the boys.

A. Hi. WVIELER."

1 leaned against a telegraph pole and ponderci. Comning, eh? No
more un2tramnmeled catis for Fleming and me. No-wclI, il was high lime
te bc up and doinir. B3ut thetre was the boss, and-this %vas bis night 1

1 ftit like a martyr as I rode out ta the ranch and silently handed jack
the telegram. lie read il, and looked at me.

IlYep, your night it is," said Il " but Ilve got to sc the Colonel about
the joint 8hipment we'rc going to inake-so 1,11 go, too. l'il let you atlone,
thougb."

As we rode over ti llanfotd's we trcat b eep up the semblance of con-
versation, but it was not xnuch of a success. Wc. were bath thinking very
bard.

I had finished my business witb the Colonel and we sat down in bis den
to s moke- the Colonel l'olding u ? Ila conversation. The lamp burned low,
and the old gentleman look il away to be refilled, Icaving nme in darkneaa.
lie had bardly golle whena Mary and Fleming came Up on the porch and
seated themscîres just outaide tbc window at whicb I Bat.

I feit like n braitor, but dared not move, knowing that they might hear
me, and jack might nt ver bc able to get bis little spcech said. So I bsd Io
listcu t0 Jack's great, strong bass tonts as hce told Mary the old Btory wblch
tbere are so few ways of telling. Wbea bie bad fiaished tberc was a brief
silence, then M,%aty's voice said, sorrowfulty :

IlOh, Mr. Fleming, 1 amn sororry-so sorry,-but I ncvzr dreamed of
sucb a tbing. You and Mr. Faber bave bren so kind aud nice to me, and I
thought you sucb good friend3, but now-this hurts me sol I wish you bsd
left il all unsaid and I bad never known tbat you-you cared foi tnt-
b.-czuse-if tbere was no othtr reason-I have alrcady promised te mirry I
-(bere hier vn)ce look on a linge of laugher)-"l the-the ' Undressed
Kid."'I
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