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and ably states the changes whiclî noderii
impreveniexts in firearins and tactios should
indue, in the arni of the service te wichel lie
specially rexors,-in tlîls short papor, and
with special roferenc te tlîis country, 1
%would -bug te draxw your attention te thA
clianges îvhich nd'vancing civilisation. muti
induce in the art et war in Canada.

Stralegy lias been ably deflned by Col.
Macdougill, as Il Ile art of placin« in b'attZe
array, ai Ilhe iig7d place, a body ej àroops Lut
figehlfEiq order, super(or. (0 Ilt body, which
.your oeny ran therc oppose to, !Iu." In an
ablo article in a prorninent magazine, upon
this subjecc, it is further stated that Ilthe
principles eof strntagy up te this epocli mighit
o tolorably wvell-autinied up in two plain

raies," "le«ci against irneî'scm nea
fions. iile keeping yokur oi'zn guarýZed,'" and
Il I brin g masses of* your otin forcesr agaitist

fraciions3 of tenm Lot us eeehow those
conditions ivill apply te Canadian require-
monts.

lb la olear that 1 must start in the coiiaid-'
cration of this subjeot by tàking twe, things
for. granted. First, that the United Statua
iiili ho the onomy te guard against, and,
next, thiat England shall ho our base et'
supplies. It ie, aies, tee clear that in the
êvent ef tLe former occu;rence our poor
Canada will be the base of Pperatiens, and it
behoves us te provido, such communications
as will preservo us franc heing cut off from
aur base et supply, besido previding tlîe
mens by ivhich our base ef opera-tiens can
boeiefectually pretected. To theseends the
linporial Government have suggested the
Intercelonial Rnilway, and a systein eof for-
tification.

This bî'ings mie te tho consideratien et'
how modern improvemnents have changed
the art et iri sinco these times -îvhen Mar
shal Saxo said that IlBatties wer woen. by
legs, rather than, am-is." The, measured
pneu, tho z'egulatcd elay's miach, were se
many nids te. time the rcquired concentra-
tien et treeps hot'ora railroàds camne inte use
as . auiir.Btaa-a-days the march
ic tee slow, and thougla marches are atili
1,measured by time, and net by distance."
the time-table is ef the railway, and net et'
the legs. During thowa,.rs etthe hast deonde,
since the Crimean war, the railway lias heen
the principal agent ef concentration, and
tlîeusands et nien have been rapidly massed
where otherwise lb îveuld have been an jes-
possibility. Hence it is necessary tixat Our
aroad communication sbould ha as great.

as possible, and enoh rond that is added. te
the country is se much. a contribution ta-
%yards its succestul defence. Notnbly how-
over. is that road required which shalil con-
neet us directly vritli aur base et supply.
WTithout at aIl our efforts would ha rendered
unavailing. Se far aur imnperial, directers
have net gene nstray.

Tho telograpli is the noxt matorial aid te
prompt mihitary movement. lb enables a
Cienemal te coraaunio-ite immodintely witlî
bis Lieoutenants, and ta timo such supports.
or concentrated action, as circuinstances
iaay render neeessary. Theugli casily des.-
troyed, it is casiîy repaired - and the aide
ivhiclh contraIs the Unes et teiegraph have a,
decided adiantage over, theli' oppenents.
Thus aise the netwi'k: of tehegrapla iire
wili is spread over the land is an elemeit
of defence.

lu the aboya pai'agraphs wa have provided
the mens of supplyin.g tho lasses in nien
and rnaterial with speed and certainty; and
fur the contingency of massimg treeps in a
required plnce in the shortest spaceofet time,;
but tîxo considerition of the main subject
lsaetili tecoma. WV requiro positions vvhicoh

can b hlold, ta whihoh aur supplices oa bo
directed, and îvhore aur masses may assema-
bIe. Feor this asyatemoetinitrenchied oampa,
guarded by forts iii such positions as te
command tia approaches, lias been sug-
gested. by tho Imuperial Goveramont. ni for
tho'construction et suci, or simiar dofonces,
a largo suna of money has bhori voted. This
arrangement lins been tho result ef mueli
study on the part eo' oxpeî'ionccd mn, and
tho prirciplo is ne doubb correct; but I

ahuld repectfully submib that tlic contpm-
plnted chtaîn of "orts bo chîiged jute bat.
teries vipen the Moacriefl'plnn. Iii the pro-
sent eoral the adoption of a systena thuit mny
in a fow menthe ho supersedod by anether
and a botter ene, is a matter et great hazard'-
but hew muoli morc se whien thie proposod
systemn la the inosi expensive, nd the lenet
susceptible et attraction-should alteration
horeuied. [t la unnecessaî'y for me te
desrb tl'e Moncricif system, further than.
te expînin that a l'ole in the ground le al
tl'e proparation neccssary for plantlag tho
gun, and that the saving hias been estimated
by the inventer et' trots £4,382 te £16,143
Btg. par gun. flesides tixis it protects the
ganners, saves their labor, utilizes the dan-
garous reoil, and dees8 aivay with tho lins.
ardous dest-uction of permanent works, with
the restric d lateral, range et the embra-
sure, nnd inadequate protectian et the gun
mounted cu barbet té.

Hlaving establielhed a basis et' oporations,
lob us endeavoux' te asr'ortain how fai' tho
priaciplos agree with tl- a maxima et'strategy
lirst laid down. lb is cloar tlîst numerîcalîy
%a coffd net carry ou.. the first zdioni, ot
oppesing tho enomny with a superior body.
But wlh a aystcm of intronched camps,
covering a radius of ninu miles each, Col:
Mncdeugnll, tells us that an1 enemny of
100 000 woen could ho held at bay. bis lines
br-ken by repeated sorties; and bis force
probably compellod te retire by an epposing
ferce et ene iaIt flint numbor. This îvould.
leave tle' defending force at liberty te act
in another direction, provided tha railway
communication je kopt oen-or te hinrass
the retiriag enemy, whîle smail bodies
gaî'risoncd the batteries compesing the
system. Li this manner the first principle
et staty is carried eut, for thougli nu-
mer'îcllty enyckei, the position countor-
balances the lack of numbers.

la addition te the entrenched. camps 1
should propose at important salient posi-
tiens on tha lines et' railway, te .îstsbliali
Batteris-te ba sapplied with guns on the
iencricf carniage, should ccasion roquire.
Theso could he oasily mauntod on railivay
trucks, and carried te any position on tho
lina et rail, when it iras necessary, or ad-
visable, that such batteries should. ho
plnced.

But the great advnntage of' tho MoncreifF
systeni, ns far as this country is concomned,
la the oxtremo oconomny ivith irhicli a suffi-
aient acherne et deonce could bc carried
eut Apart trra the primo ceet et perman-
nent works, thora iveu!d ha required cou-
stant ropaaas. altemations and expanses et
occupation, &o. Withi the Moncrieif- Bat-
tory-the pit ece dug, or tho parapet
thrown up-thoe lsa ven ne necessity for
removing tho gun tramn store, until circues-
stances requiret,-as ib can eaeily ho plnced

ipoiinat a few heurs notice. AIl thunt
would ho required would bc a sufficient
arsenal at encli te ho defended, te contain.
the guns and munitions, itl sufficient
immediate dofences te preservo lb from,
danger et sudden attack. .

Wèea this seheme adoptod, and the menoy
thusi àaved expendcd ln open'ing eut direct

conmmunication frees the waters or the gt,
L~awrence to the Georgian B3ay; that în case
our front communications wore destroyed,
Our base of supplies xniglit bc stili bc
attained by t ho rear; 1 think tijut the
requirementso et tratogicaI defenco would
have beeni complied wxth sa far ns lies in
our power, nnd that President Grant would
treat us with that respect wvhichi la due te a
friendly thougli independont noighibor.
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I3EDFORD .DIS'IItCT RIFLE A$SOCIATION.

LBr OURt OWN O OR1&ESP0',4DEiT.
The annual meeting of this association

wvas hold at B3edford County eof Missisquoi,
on the 24tli Februiry, the iwcather lmnd
beon very stormy for nme days provious,
and the roids hoavy, the attendance was
thereforo siali. The office*bearors fri the
ensuing yeai, iere cleced as follos: 1re-
sident, lion. A. B. rester, Senator ;Vice
Presîdents, Lt. Col. Fletcher Lt Col. Hon.
C. Dunkin, M. Il., Hon. Thomas Wood, hl.
Il. C., Lt. C I1. Stewart, Major Robinson,
Major Miller, Major B. Chamborlin, M. P.,
Hion. L. S. Huntingdom, M. P, lloyd- Gco.
Slack, Dr. J3righar, M. P. P., Geo. Cloyes,
Esq Wm. Ohilton, Eq. H. Foster, Eliq.,
rDr. bibion; Socrotary, Cap t. G. L. Kemp;
Assistant Secnatariez, Capt. Amgrauld and
Dr. Whitiwell; Trensurer, Dr. Meigs.

Council.-Captains Maynes, Rowe. Foud
nier, P.S Ith all, Frasy, Monson, Me

11ril, ]3eckus, W. A. Smnith, E. Slaok,
Esq., J. 3. Cowie, Esq., B. Finley, Esq., Dr.
Hlamilton and Dr. N. A. Smith.

The soveral coninttees were appointed.
On accotunt of the thinnesi of tho meeting,
it was agreed te postpene the selection or
the tueo and place for the nex.. annual
match until another meeting, te b ho ld on
the 1Oth March, but unfortunately on that
day, it, stormed furiously, and the rends
were in such a state that only tro members
,were prescrit, Lt. Col, Fletcher, and Capt.
Kemnp. they decided to postpone the meet-
ing til 1 the l8th M ay, T'ho finances ci the
Association are in a flourishing condition,
shewing a balance on hand of $120. The
next annual px'ize meeting promises te be a
succestul oe.

Since the Raid ef 1866 when the Fenians
p lundered the borders, rifle practice has
b Cen well encouraged by the people ef the
district, thoy ftiol the knowledge of the
use eof the rifle is a safe-guard against tho
depredationg of sucli ruffians as robbed
thoir dielling in June et'that year. Beforo
the raid, very fow fire arma could bo round
on the frontier, iwith the exceptttn et hiere
and thora a fowvling piece, or old flint lock
lof't thora since the troubles in 1837, but
now it is différent, there is searcely a lieuse-
hald aloag the border but 'what lias one or
more good breecli-loaders and plenty of
ammunition, and the border men are pre-
paredt for "1Independent Practice" on the
lirst Fenian that crosses the Uinos.

The Arniy and Navy Gazette says flint the
death of Lord Gough wilI cause ne armay

promotions. The colonelcy ef the Blues is,
et course, rendored vacant, and no doubt
the dlaimrs ef Lord Strathuairu will secure
for hini that post, the~ lino colonelcy thus
vacated gortng te (*eneral Colomb, now of
the 4th West India Regiment, whose corps
will dizappear franc the next .Ârmy List. 13y
tho deabli et Lord Gougli, the Duko of Cn-
bridge beconies forrmally tho senior efficer
of the British armay. 'By length of' service
the senior is General Sir J. F. Fitzgerald,
ivhe ontered the army in 1703..
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