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Wi have much plcasure in drawing
attention to the tabulated retwns of
the Fire and Life Insurance Com-
panies for 1895, which appear in this issue.  We have
to thank the Managers for enabling us to publish
these statistics exclusively so early.  Our thanks are
also due to a United States correspondent for a table
which is also published in advance.

Our
Aunual Trblea

WE recently di-clharged a Jduty tothein.
surance interests by condenming the in-
flammatory amd disereditable language
used in a circular issued on behalf of an organization
of so-called insurance agents.  Between all the officers
of a company, the company as an organization, and
the policy-holders, there exists a mutuality of in-
terest to which cach party contributes, and from which
advantages are derived by cach.  As a baulking, or
kicking, or sulking horse in a team hinders progress,
s0 anyonc associated with a Dbusiness enterprise,
like an insurance company, who is openly opposing,
cr covertly working in antagonism to the company,
or treating its affairs with indifference, is an obs-
tructor to its advancement.  The circular we
demmned was, we are glad to say, not issued by the
National Assuciation of Local Iire Insurance Agents,
which has been " organized for the purpose of en-
couraging better practice in the forme and principles
of underwriting, and the premetion of muaal protec
tion and social intercourse amoug its mewmbers.”
These objects are commendable.  Mr. Durfee, the
Tusurance ~Superintendent  of IHinois, regards  the
Association as one which * will undoubtedly help o
Lring about a higher tone in fire insurance business,
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decrease moral hazard, help to remedy the careless-
ness of the insured, and assist in driving * wild cats '’
back to their lairs.” It is certainly desirable to put
some check upon the reckless methods some agents
adopt iy seeking businesss The disregared they show
1 to both physical and moral hazard-, sed the e
tre ction they indulge in to damage other companies are
wjurious to the msurance business generally By an
u ganization of agents these evils might be restramed
to some extent, as by the discussioas at their meet-
ingrs more intelligent ideas would conwe 1o be held in
regard to underwriting than those which agents must
eatertain whose practices are objectionable and  in-
jurious.  An agents’ association working in harmony
with the companies may do etfidient and nnaluable
setvice in raising the tone of the business the wem-
hers of it are engaged in, and decreasing the losses
which fall upon the companies by the reckless com-
petition, and neglect of underwriting principles, winch
their agents are tempted to display when working m
isolation,

Turegr civil engineers of high reputation
Messrs. Lea Walbank, Lesage and Bail-
largé, have severally reported that the
water supply mains in the City of Sherbrooke are
wholly inadequate to furnish good fire protection, the
pressure also being defective.  The supply of water is
.4 the hands of a private company, which very natur-
ally and properly regards the enterprise as one to
furnish dividends on the capital engaged.  Such com-
panies have been of the greatest service, they hay -
jprovided a regular supply of water to populations
when the local authorities had declined, or neglectad
t- do so. But alb eapert opinion is now in favor of
the requisite worhs for the supply of this prime neces:
s 1y to every houschold being administerad with tae
utimost economy, solely in the interest of the rate pay-
crs. Water is net a manuicetured article, like all
illuminants, nor has it any competitor. [t seantiness
of snppl\ is a direct menace to public health, as well
as a scrious danger to property in case of fire. The
Sherbrooke Water Work Company is not open to the

.

Sherbrooke
Wator Supply.




