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Coppevr antil its atloyi; werc eiI in ltigh fa~vour with the
earlieàit riviliscd nations of tite worid long aftr the dliscnvcry
of iraot, andi ccci after it begftn to b.- rvally litilised --- of. tit
titre can bua no douht. 'l'lie bîittie tige inI every piart of tito
nid woî 1. prccedtcd the iran agi-. Then change %vas uot,
lîow.tvvr, a rapiti one ; titi replacement %if cojpp-r by irait wat
graduiai, and inl titis country did nlot taku place for >uatîy
centturie, pi-rhapr ecadets, after its introduction and gi-llerai
uise in the Es-the birth-jîiace of material civilisation, as
ueli as te starting-point front whence lias swvept ove;r thu
world, as wvitlî a zuiglity vrav., thaose aspirations fur butiter and
more Iofty things, front wich will proeed al! that is mtoral,
inteictual, or ntoble- in mats as lie noîv is, in wiijtever part
of the globe, or nates wbntever condition,; of life lie nay be.

1 think, liowevcr, tint we art- apt ta date the use' of Irait at
to Jate a teriod , ive sar. ton reacly tu take thc tardy civilisa-
tion of tbc nortli of Europe as bu'ing the origin of ail our
lîresent knowicdige. and to ignore theo tact abat in the EastIantd South werc nations pos:sntbonsands of yvars beforc
titat tinte, an intellect'îal vigour, it nay u eveil iii exe55,
of the average of ont age. True comparative endurance or lthe
metais iron andi ca)p-'r tuay a'-t bave lit-Ipeui titis utistzke.
As soon as itL caine juta genera issu iran wvouId liiii-cli1 lués
costly titan colîher, anti, consequeiitly., wouid flot Ut- îrcserved
with so mccli Gare, 8a dits beirig very resadiiy oxidizable, fewv
itnplcmetits or wcapous eau rematin ta nas, except tvlcre tii-y
bave been kupt front accss of air. hience the comparativo
abundance of copper andi bronze articlesý, and the patîeity of
iran rnay bave bcen inuel misconstrued. Stone chaisce, tools

ifor wood cutting of ail kinds, k-nives, t~c., wcro ruade of an
alloy of cojîper anti tin.

Ona the t4cstiniony of Ibiner, T)mrasyllus andi atiters. iron
a-as ai use long bf.ethe Troj &ni war lua the Bibile, 'rubal
Cain ai; namt!d as - the instruector of every artilicer in brai
and iron." bat, nievcrtlicecss, no mention is ruiade elsewlhcru of
iran wenpoîîs or imîlementr, till aftcr the- t-satIs. ]rais ringo
bave aiso heeti frcqueiîtiy diecoverti iu Egyîîtian tombs.
.%taes compares Egyît ta -.nr iron furniaco (Dent- iv. 20>, andi
Job speakit of suieltiîg processer, (xxviii. 2)>: 41 Iran ia taken
out of thei eartît, and brasa is moiten out of the stoue.1" Froin
t) a foregoing if appeurg, in spiteo f the argumtents oftlhe
diflicuity ofsminling it, andi rctering it malicable, addnccui
tigainst tha cas-iy tise of thli8 Meta], tlat it watt largely ini use
nt a very eariy pmtriod

Ia 1822 Mr. Burton dit3eavcred aii irait initie at
Ilitininami, betweea the Nle cand the RIed Suit
wlîich lied been worked by the Egyptians. KZenrick,
states rilat in the suipuleltres of 'l'hvubes ho0 hai
remarked butcliergshiarpenaing tîteir kuives on a
rouind bar of meta allilied tu tîteir aprous. 'l'iea
bloc colant of titi biatIes, andi the distint-tion Uv-
tween the bronze an steel wcapoiiu iu the tonib
of Ilaneses Ill., une licing paittd nid andt the.
other bine, Icaves no (tulut Lot that tih,, igy ptts

of an cari>' Plîaraonik atig uer.- at qiant -d
witli tite use of iran.

The. i..'nnittenes andi finish %itti wrht là tho
hier(àglyPii u aru b. uljîtur. t1 vit vl,.iti.b tînt
allier granîtic monuments, nîcy also be ait-

-duccul as strong arguments that titc- %îîrknî,-n
F -b.- ust bav-e bein posseubud ut ,t.iL )iub, 1.,

qulte asi flnciy b.niup..r(t as alky W.. ut piri el
van manufacture.

The amount nf mettalluirgital tilt tit lît,
smeit-rs; l>assetïsed wats net, very grent ; treli

ably mueli mor- pains werc e lctowed ait the
Manipulatin ufL tii ttbl aftî r tii- bcLd ul-tattti
ib ln a crude state, titan tîpunit gt-tît1n,ý a sit rt-ttirii
fromthei ore smelted At, ain titit; cuiitr3 at ta
beginnîîtg of the pist ut k.t-nttîrv. t he wast. hlt.p
et the nitouth ut lçad muinus wuru v.atgerly rewvorkt
ta obtain the lead andi silver wvhieit aur anmccestors
had faicti to cxtract; so tue Egyptian ilties of
silver, golti, andi itou, mnay proably, cr0 long, but

huttoti for, and thte d,.brts front ttetin provo a treasire treve tu
thosmo wbo art) se fortitnate as tu litl ullon tlien.

An intimation thest sometliing of titis kind i s even nowr
bcing clone was made at a recont itctiuîg of lthe Society, of
Atiiqitaries. Mr. Hnrtland describetî lait; vit-lt te thew~ells of
Mostes by tii,, lIed Sea, tue Wilîierîes of Sin and the
inonoîtttoiis titre. lays' îarch acroFit thue sanduy desert, itîtter
a vertical tiui, ta tite tieficiatus, i.amm-trec graves of Wady

At t tigliuhi genlematnt, wiîose ntaine i-; witield, travellinîg
in tîtese partsi, as éîtrutk wilh tlie suntîl b1tte sltcs ho
discovereti iin the tirn-i) watercoturscs.,. wlîiî- in tue rainy
eeasott colivey lthe titouetnul streains that lîurry te lte se-a,
and, iîaving the ctîruosit>- ta bring sonte homne, lie secau,
di6covcrot tÉtat tItiy wur-e turquoises of tao contntoiî or<ler.

Tiisdctermincdbitit taakefurtier rt-st-arclhes Ev(entually
lie lias built a hoîuse i-an the jonction of the Wtdy Kt-nuch,
te WVady Mokatttb, or te WVritt,.n Valley, anti the Watt>
Megliat. lue, aided by the frieiidi>' tribt-s lie lins taken
into bis; pay, lie linas dilscovercd tii.- <it ttt..uotsc int. of
thu amient Egypttns, thc rotks titat t-ey a-orked 'or the
stoites, tite ver>' tools tlîey itsed, aud thi-r polishing andi
grindiug platces.

Beîîtg si, niait of mnucl cnergy, bu ita lîroiiglit ta becar upan
tits furtunatc diitcovery, titi ativance-d h:itawieulgc of aur
tutus -sd tlie is oblnining antd sending over ta tlîis coutntry
santie of lthe finest specimeris of turquoises tîtat exist.

lio stich a ionely spot, hli nttrally lia-s saut confitîcti bitz
atte-ntion ta titis sibp.-ct oli>', but liat trnce<l otut tlie s>'stcns,
of forlilications by which titi Itiiaraoiis jirotccteul thuir works
anti workuien, andu, a-bat is stâIl more iranderful, iue conta
upon lthe reinains of vast iran wvorkr, so vatit indeeti. titat
maîîy titousanti piepic mont have bei-n î-niîloyed upoît thut,
unless the plant tîseti was oit quite as grand a ieale ab that of
aur langesb furitaces in tite ucanti of Eugland.

Tîtesît works stand etij-te-ut ta te miner., on sne buili; et
a itlaeeid calleti Stîrabit-ci Khital, andI a-etc uideuttly
conduect on the Catalani systen (ati titi- opinion of thrir dis-
cuvcet). 'l'iîe are a-as ver>' irmperfc.ctiy extrceted-.eiag
brotiglît oven ta this country, froin bte imincnso hcap& titat,
hike ineuntains, ara piieti ara.tnd, cantaineti as attclî a
fifty-titree pet cent. of mron.

,ritesc %çorks wcre coniniuced in very early titnes . ch
Phamob, as lie continitetben, addcd a laigc cengraveti Etonc,
net urilike aur tomb-slanes, ta stato bais work. It is to bc
liope-t tîtat rubbaings af tbcsc Mtnes rnay bce scent ta sortie of
ont skillcd Tenders of biceroglyphicia, since mucli valuablo
haistorie-aI information ruspccting the Egyptiau înetallurgy
may have beun by thomprcservcd for our enliglitenincut, anti
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