Gy THE MISSIO

wonl) commence,” was on her lips andin
bt Leatt many times ecach  day.
hoove nothine to do, and ime hangs heavily
oty hands,”

o Nething to doy Lucy P2 adid her sunt,
who had heard the often repeated ramark.
- Nothing to do ™ and her conntenance
wore an expression of peculiar sericusness.
« 1 have lived muct longer than you, and
set 1 cannnt recollect the time when |
snld say ¥ have nothing to o

o Yau are older than 1 ainy aunt,” said
Larey, “and grown persons always find
mote to occupy them than a young girl
hike mel”?

 They have more cares, [ know,” was
her aunt’s teply, ¢ and yet no peniod of
lite, exer ptmete ntancy, is exempt from
dutyv. You have not realized all you
uiticipated from this vacation, and 1 can
teil yow why.  You expected only hap-
aneasy not thinking you bad daties to per-
torin or ohlizations to discharge. lien
vau relinquished dtudy for & season, you
fooked furward to an unceasing round of
pleasure, inagining that thornless owers
and unmixed sweets would be your por-
ton. You thought not ot laboring for the
wrabification of others, but have sellishly
svuzht only your own enjoyment.  Sill
vou complain that time hangs heavily on
youi hands, and you have nothing to do.”

« What can I do ” inquired Lucy, into

©whose mind light was breaking. ¢« {tyou

“have no great duties to perform,” rteplied
her aunt, ¢ you need not neglect the
sadder, anoppoitunity tor which 1s always
hefore you. | beard little Wiliie ask you
not long ago to tell him about the pictures
m his new hook.  You could have render-
ed him very happy by thus trying te
anse him 5 but it really made me sad to
see his diseppointed lace when youquickly
pshed the book aside.  Then Henry came
tor you to cover his ball; ¢it will take
oily a tew minutes, Lucy,” he said, ¢ and
then b ocan o and play with the other
soys As you did not choose to perform
thus sisterly aety Henry left you with haish
words upon his hp. and suil more angry
tivghts in his heart,”

1 cannot do such things as these alf
the tune,”” said Luey. ¢ No,bhut you can
Adways cherish a spirit of kindness which
will fead you to reader all these iittle
oilices without evem waiting to be asked.
Nt an hour passes in which vou may not

‘o samething for others. It may be a
very ~imple acty and yet it will confer a
donble benefit.  While rendering another
Boappy, it will send a ray of sunshwme

«

NARY AND

! through your own heart. Do tiot say agamn,
I have nothing to do, but look at your
brnthera and siaters, stuving to be useful
to them, or g0 to your careworn molhet,
seeking to highten her heavy burden ; and
whes: there is no room in your bome for
the oerformance of duty, let yoursym-
pattres take a wider range. There s,
and sorrow, and suffering all around you,
which, young as you are, you can do much
to lessen.”

I have often heard the remark, [ have
nothing to do,”* gttered by those whom
God has given minds to devise and hands *|
to execuie. I have heard young lips con-
plain of the weary honrs dragging slowly
along, and then have listened to vanow
methods for speeding time more rapidiy.
Then 1 have thought, it cannot beina
world hike ours, where there are 20 ma'
calls for patient toil and uatiring appl-.
cation, that any one can tuly say, #!
have nothing to do.”

Reader, are you of the number who
breathe this complaint 7 If so, look care-
fully around you, commencing in gour
home, aund see 1f there are not dutiss fx
1 you there. Perchance you bave youn e
brothers and sisters who need assistncs |
and sympathy ; oc it may be toiling pareab, |
to whom the little aid you ean rede |
would be very grateful. There may i+
untsught ones near you who are {hirstisg |
for the simplest rudiments of knowledg, |
or the childrea of sorrow and advemsiy,
on whose grieving faces you can kindlea
smile of happiness.  Nothing to do! Gel
created us aﬁ for action, and endowed w
with pawers of body_and mind for the
object. Let us sitive {0 benefit the workd
in which we live, ever discharging ti¢
appropriate duties of our station.

Jewish Cnstom.
1t was the custom of the Jews ©
select the tenth of their sheep aferths
manner :—the lambs were separzid
from the dams, and enclosed in a sheey
cote, with only one narrow way o
the dams were at the entrance.
opening the gate, the Jambs hastee
join the dams ; and a man placed
the entrance, with a rod dipped
ochre, touched every tenth {amb,
so marked it with his rod, saying, *
thisbe holy.”  Hence saith the
by the prophet, 1 will couse yeb
rass under the rod.” Eazek. XX
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