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At the Taiiarac mine in the same district, it is piroposed to erect a 50 stamilp mill
very shortly, so the managers must feci assured they lave sometling good in front of
theni.

It is, of course, a matiet of opinion as to huw lng the tre will remain free miil.
linig, but there can lbe no doubt tiat while at the surface and for a conpmarativcly few
feet down it may be amenaible to stamîîps and plates, yet iefore long il certainly will
nlot be so, but mill show up in its truc character of" bîase ore." It certainly seems tu.
mie to be a seriolus question as to the adv:sabihty of erecmng a very large stamp inîll
for these properties, whicli after a ycar or su mcay be nu longer of any use, unless it bc
tu crusb the ore for concentration.

lI the Sahnion river district not far froui VImtr, a report comtes that a thire fout
vein of ore has been struck on the Flussie R whici carres $21 ins gold, and tiis at
only five feet front the surface. Nu doubt ithe camp is a good une if ail reports are
not strictly truc.

Ini rather a different direction, on Kootenay Lake, inar Gent River, some good
galena ore lias been discovered at Kuskanook which is said to have yielhlel at the
smelter about toounce; ofsilver and to per cent. lead ; and also in the sanie
negehborhooxd petroleum has becen found, though what the quality and 1nlantity msay
lie is so fat uncertain. This is a district which will bc enormiiously improved by the
Crow's Nest Railway, and it is altogether probable that a veq extensive and hithertu
almîîost untouchedt minerai country wili bc opened up, most likely with very profitable
results.

Kuskanook is at prescrit the landing place for supplies to the Crow's Nest line,
and may be considered a gateway into East Kootenay generally. which has been kelit
back very miiuch for lack of transportation facilities ; b)ut as an indication of the faith
mining ien have in the country, il is stated on good authority that there arc too
locations on the north fork of St. N&lary's River, and aver 200 locations on Wild llorse
Creek, (alas for the endlecs repetitions of the satie ntate for crceks too miles and
mare apart !) which show Galena, Grey Copper, and in some cases fiee milling gold

.hquartz. No doubit e shall hear a great deal frot East Koutenay this sommer.

At Bloundary Creck-south and west of Nelson-things arc very protising, and
if, as is expected, D. C. Corbin's railway will pass through that district it will lue ain
immense advantage. It is altogether probable, as il is iainly a copper camp. that a
smelter wili be erected there-water and timibîcer being abundant, and the sailway
practicaily ensurini: cheap fuel.

To return now a littie neater home.-The liall Mines Siielter bas been steadily
working, aid a short but most successful trial ton was made with the lead furnace in
addition tu the copper plant. If oniy certain alterations could be made in the duty
charged in the States upon lead, the smelting of that metal should be a very profitable
operation; t but as it ir it seenis really chmeaper to ship the ore to sieiters on the other
side of the line than to smîelt it at honte.

The well known Athabasca group on Toad %lountain has passeci-or is on the
point of passing-inio the hands of a strong English syndicate who will find working
ca ,ital in ample quantity, and will erect ail necessary hoisting and mining machinery.
Ttis goup of caims holds ts own very wefl, and appears to be run on common sense
irinciples; il wili probably turn out very well for ils owners.

The Fern is still alive and very wcll, a clean up was made towards the end of
Ntarch which the directors think most satisfactory, though at the tigne of wrtiing
details are not ai hand. The Cyanide plant is being actively procceded with, develop.
ment work is bcing steadily carried on, and the wihole property is improving. About
30 tons of quartz is crushed daily, and aIl looks exceedingly healthy.

The Delight group is also being developed, and saitiples of the ore recently
brought down show increasing values. In the saine neighborhood, the Summit clain
is also ieing steadily worked, some oo feet of tunnelling having been driven, and
Galena with copper found ; but hardly enough bas been dlone yet to say what it will
eventually prove te be-it is in a gool place near the Silver King, and will very
likely be ail right.

A. 11. ILt.>iI.

Ontario.

The mill of the Canadian Gold Fields at Dcloro, was bitrnt down this month.
ire started front the drying machines. Nothing was saved front site laboratory. The

About 30 mea are thrown out of work. The loss is estimated at $75,oo.

Owing to the work donc by J. Ittrley Smith in lIald Indian 'îay, îs95-6, and
the results and information obtainecl relative to the course, width and value, of the

veins running under the waters of the bay, diamond drilling bas become an important
feattire in prospecting on the Lake of the Woods. There are at present ive dlrills in
use in the district, not including the l'rovincial Governiment plans, which is ai the
disp>osal of minets for half the cost of operation, the Government bearing the other
haif The machines in use arc of the following makes:-Iiullock (2), Sullivan (2),
American Rock Drill (). The Government machine is of the Sullivan make.
There has been about 7,000 feet of drilling done in the district during the past two
years. The drills make from 5 to x5 feet per day of 24 hours, according to the
country in which they are working, and the cost averages about $3 per foot. Much
iniprauînt information has been o1tainedi from the work donc, more particularly, the
finding of the Sultana vein, by Mr. Smith, under Jiald Indian Bay, which led Io the
sinking of the large coffer dam at a cost of about $2o,ooo, and the lawssuit stili pend.
ing betwcen the burley Gold Mining Company and J. F. Caldwell.

The shaft at the Crystal mine, Lake Waohnapitac, is now down to depth of over
i6o fees, and the value of the vein is rcportedi to lie impcroving.

At the Mikado, on Shoal Lake, about zoo mcn have been employed steadily
tihroughout the winter, and the ao.slamp millhas been kept constantîy busy, making
a monthly return of from $î5,ooo tSo,ooo. At preseit the relurns are about
Sr,ooo per ulay, the mill runuing on rich ore saien iron No. 8 safr. The iiamond
dili has been at work through the ice and the main vein is reported t have been
located under the laie, where ils value and widlh are the same as in the shafts.

The old Io-staiîimp lattery at the Regina, erected in s895, is bceing reiiacetd by
20 new staips installed by tie Gaies Iron Works of Chicago. The main shafi is
down about 400 feet ami six levels of about s50 fecet each have been run ai various
depths. At present the ore, of whicih there is about 30,000 tons in siiht, is runnin
10 clwîs. in gold per ton. The mine has gonse steadil- atead since .t\. priigle took
charge about a year ago.

At the Sultana, the 3o.stampil millas been running steadily ail winter, although
ntc public reports are given regarding the recturris. The main shaft is down about 500
feet and the mine emiploys about too metn.

The Cordova Exploration Company, Limitedl, a wealthy English syndicate, is
pushing forward the development of tlie ielmont gold mine, under the management
of Nlr. 1). K. Kerr.

i the Rainy River district, work ias continted on the Randolph, Foley, Olive
and other properties, and the Ferguson mine is being re.opened. Gold has been
shipped in sitall quantities frots these properties during the winter and arrangemiients
are beig made to erect mils and mining tîachinery at a number of points.

The. outlook for the wihoie district is promising, although there is not the demand
for propberty that exisied last year. Now that the idea that a free gold specimen con.
stlitutes a mine is being diissipiated it is probable that mîtuch less money wil be wasted
tihat in the past. It bas been well establishedi that gold exists in pa'ing quantities in
in It%e district, but consicderable working capital is required to place tie propetty on a
paymig basis.

The lirst part ofîthe seveithi volume of the Reports of the Bureau of Mines,
covering the cakendar ycar z897, shows a total mineral production in Ontario of a
value of $3,899,82, ai increase of $io5,8î8 over the previous year. The following
table is given to show the number of muining locations sold during lie year by di.tricts
with their area and the amount paid int the Treasury as purchase moncy :

DISTRICT.

Rainy River . .... ...... .............

Thunder Bay ... .........................

Algomn . .. . ..........................

Ellsewher . .. ......................

No. cf
Sales

440 26,739 53,985

9 917 2,160

5 44834 747

16 1,690 2,586

472 29,794341 59,478

In addition to the above 86,oî44 actes were leased, yielding $84,821.

The business of the Bureau will be best apprecialted wen it is compared wilh
the total transactions for the tive preceding years as shown by the following table:

1892-6. 1897.

No of salr......... . . ...................

Acres .... .............. ...... ... .

l'rice paid......... ...................

No of Icases. .... ...........................

Acres.,...... .................... ....

Rent paid..............................

Rent of land pceviously Icased..................

407

32,294J

$72,360

619

69,527!4

$59,158.68

:5,440.30

472

29,7945

$59,477.7:

783

86,0:4s4

$84,82:.35

6,24:.11

Quebec.

The Coleraine Mining Company is negotiating for the construction of a concen.
trating plant to bc erectcd on ils chromite property, near Black Lake.

The demand for mica continues goodi, and stcadily inceeasing sales of Canadian
are reporctcl to Great Britain and Germany. The bulk f tihe product, however,
stili gocs to the United States.

The .tlver lead deposts, near Bryson, are being viorously opened up by the
Grand Calumet Island Mlining Company. The main :àaftis now Clown 125 fei.
An important shipment was made tias month to Antwerp.

The Iili's Ashestos Company epocts a dividend for 1897 of four p cent., and
carries foewarti te reserve account £2,339 135 Sd. In t96 a divicd of five per
cent. was Iaid. The result of the year's opeations was a net profit ofLS,171 13.2d1.,
to which was aIdel the amount brought forwardi £',968 03%., leaving for
appropriation £7,139 135. 5d.

M'r. R. Chalmers (Summy Report Gelgical Survey, 1897) says: "Gold
mining operations in the Chaudiere Valley, and in the Eastern Townsbips' gen-
erally, have been sonewhat restricted during the past season, owing to causes uunee-


